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Toxic Timetable
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Ascon toxic waste dump on Hamilton and Magnolia
Streets in Huntington Beach.

The Minuteman
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Will HB’s Ascon waste dump ever be cleaned up?
By SARA ELLIS
Contributing Writer
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Gala celebration in Costa Mesa begins with Segerstrom Center opening

After decades of changing
ownership and numer-
ous failed promises, the

Ascon waste dump, Surf City’s
toxic foster child, located at the
Southwest corner of Hamilton
Avenue and Magnolia, is once
again being readied by its reluc-
tant parents for a long overdue
bath.

After heavy rains in 2005 ne-
cessitated an Emergency Action
that strengthened the northern
berm of the site, in order to keep
waste from seeping out into the
surrounding residential areas, the
California Department of Toxic
Substances Control (DTSC) and
the site’s current owners, Cannery
Hamilton, LCC, are presently
inching through initial stages of
remediation.

The 38-acre site, a lifeless alien
landscape hidden by thick green-
ery and high dirt banks, reveals
as much about the history of
America’s industrial-corporate
foibles as an ice core sample does
climate change. As Mary
Urashima, a public information

representative for Cannery
Hamilton describes it, Ascon—
named for some of the site’s lesser
pollutants, asphalt and concrete—
is a laundry list of industrial
chemical wastes. The waste,
which was produced from as dis-
parate sources as oil drilling,

World War II industrialization,
and the construction booms that
followed that war, has contributed
to a nasty hodgepodge that reads
like a who’s who list of toxicity.
Arsenic, lead, and benzene perme-
ate the site, while lesser siblings—
what the International Agency for

Research on Cancer classifies as
group 2B carcinogens — such as
styrene, swirl in the depths of the
oft written about Pit F.

Ascon’s size, long history, and
multi-layered contamination have
ensured that any concentrated ef-
fort to remove the waste will be a
long and complicated process, and
while the Emergency Action last
January has halted erosion of the
site’s northern berm, repeated fail-
ures to remediate the site in the
past have also battered public con-
fidence that an actual cleanup will
ever get underway.

This possible sentiment of res-
ignation is apparently reflected on
the Huntington Beach city
website, where old plans and a
dead link to the DTSC are the
only information provided on the
issue.  A search for Ascon through
the minutes of the Southeast Area
committee also comes up blank.
“It’s a long sordid history,” says
City Council member Debbie
Cook, who, while reassuring that
the mood is in no way apathetic,
admits that (Ascon) “is just not a
burning issue right now.”

“I think the DTSC has done a

By DAVID L. M. PRESTON
Entertainment Editor

W hen you hit twenty
        years old, are still
               growing and just had a
new primo-quality makeover, it’s
time to celebrate!

The Orange County
Performing Arts Center is going
to hold such a party, one that is
made up of six weeks of
performances and events, in
celebration of the opening of its
new Renée and Henry Segerstrom
Concert Hall, the Samueli
Theater, and more.

The construction of the
completed concert hall and theater
has taken nearly three years. Both
venues are parts of a $200 million
expansion to the arts center, of
what will eventually be named the
Segerstrom Center for the Arts.
This new arts center, which will
also contain the South Coast

Repertory, an arts plaza, and a site
for a future visual arts museum,
when formerly coupled to the
OCPAC, will be one of the largest
performing arts complexes in the
country.

Performances during the gala
celebration, the first of
what is dubbed the
“Celebration 2006”
series of events, will
include the Pacific
Symphony, Pacific
Chorale, inaugurating
the new hall for the
OCPAC with opera
legend Plácido
Domingo, performing
a world premier song
cycle by composer William
Bolcom, on Sept. 15. The new
work was commissioned by the
Pacific Symphony and its
conductor Maestro Carl St. Clair.

World Premires
On Sept. 16 the Pacific

Symphony and the Pacific
Chorale, two organizations that
will call the new Segerstrom hall
home, will perform a world
premier piece, “The Passion of
Ramakrishna” by renowned
composer Philip Glass, who is

later joined by violin
superstar Midori
p e r f o r m i n g
Beethoven’s violin
concerto. The
Philharmonic Society
of Orange County and
Opera Pacific will also
call the new hall home,
and will each hold
individual celebration
concerts in honor of

the completion of construction.
“This is a monumental

moment in the growth and
development of Orange County’s
Pacific Symphony,” said St. Clair.
“We will signal the dawning of a
new era in the cultural life of

Orange County as well as its
Pacific Symphony.”

The Samueli Theater will
officially open on Oct. 14 with a
concert by rock-icon Sheryl Crow.

It may be easy to assume, if
you’re new to the area or simply
don’t look around, that the
cultural life of Orange County is
somewhat pale from our larger
neighbor to the direct north. In
quantity, maybe that argument can
be made, but Los Angeles is a
larger scene; but in quality, pale is
so far from the truth to be
laughable. The music, theater and
fine arts of Orange County can
stand in vibrancy with the largest
cities in the world. One just needs
to know where to look, and the
OCPAC in Costa Mesa is a prime
example. Why travel an hour into
downtown LA, find parking and
battle the traffic, when the greats
in the artistic world are just a short

Plácido Domingo

See ACOUSTICAL SCIENCE, Page  7

See ASCON DUMP, Page  5
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Except for oxygen, nothing
is more essential than
water for basic survival.

Yet, poor water resource man-
agement and agribusinesses’ soar-
ing use of this finite resource is
causing water shortages in about
a third of the world, the Interna-
tional Water Management Insti-
tute, a leading  authority on fresh
water management, said in
August.

“We will not run out of bottled
water any time soon but some
countries have already run out of
water to produce their own food,”
said the institute’s director-general
Frank Rijsberman, as reported re-
cently by the Reuters news service.

The Sri Lanka-based institute
is funded by the Consultative
Group on International Agricul-
ture Research, founded by the
World Bank, and is supported by
various government and private
foundations.

And while water crises have
long been relegated as a problem
for only the poorest of popula-
tions, the world’s poor may  be
the metaphoric “canaries in the
coal mine.”

The World Wildlife Fund
(WWF) also released a report in
August, titled “Rich Countries,
Poor Water”, claiming that a com-
bination of climate change and
drought, the loss of wetlands that
store water, along with poor re-
source management and inad-
equate infrastructure, is creating
a global water crisis.

Even analysts from Shell, Coca-
Cola, Procter & Gamble, Cargill,
and others which heavily depend
on secure public water supplies for
their profits, filed a recent report
describing bleak future scenarios
due to water shortages—including
growing civil unrest due to floods,
potential outbreaks of diseases like
cholera, boom and bust economic
cycles in Asia, and the risk of mass
migrations to Europe. But they
also say scarcity will encourage the
development of water-saving tech-
nologies and better management
practices. By 2010, they predict,
water will be seen as the most se-
rious social and political issue of
the time.

“Economic riches don’t trans-
late to plentiful water,” says Jamie
Pittock, Director of WWF’s Fresh-
water Program.

Citizens of the United States,
the richest country on earth, “are
the most profligate water users on
the planet,” the report claims.
“Such high rates of water run
headlong into the reality that
many areas of the country are
naturally dry,” according to the
report.

Orange County is no excep-
tion, according to Newport Beach
resident Larry Porter, who has
been closely following water issues
in the county for ten years. He says
there’s not enough water for the
existing population if one takes
into account the fragility of the
water sources and unfettered de-
velopment. An earthquake, for ex-
ample, could wipe out levees
maintaining our Northern Califor-
nia delta source or drought con-
ditions combined with growing

demand on water could suck the
Colorado River source dry.

But the Planning and Conser-
vation League says that
California’s water needs can be
met until 2030 through the same
mild conservation measures that
the state’s Department of Water
Resources says have adequately
supplied 3.5 million additional
Californians with water since
1995 without increased
water usage.

Overuse isn’t the only threat to
America’s water supply, the WWF
says. Declining environmental
protection standards, as well as
aging sewer and water pipes have
led to an increase in untested tox-

Water Worries
Will Orange County have enough water?

By LISA WELLS
Contributing Writer
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Water flowing from Santa River passes AES power plant
on its way to the sea.

Critics also question
whether Poseidon’s HB

plant will ever be built ...
because of rising fuel
and related electrical
costs and a lack of

buyers for the expensive
water— as much as

$2,000 per acre-foot —
it would produce

ins and pathogens in our water
supplies, the latter causing “mass
illnesses and deaths in recent
years,” according to the report.

The agencies responsible for
managing water in our area are the
Municipal Water District of Or-
ange County (MWDOC), which
coordinates the imported water
from Northern California and the
Colorado River; and the Orange
County Water District (OCWD),
which manages the local ground-
water and supplies north Orange
County with over half of
its water.

These two agencies continually
search for new water sources and
MWDOC considers desalina-
tion—the extraction of salt from
ocean water to produce potable
water—a viable option to supple-
ment water supplies, under certain
conditions.  MWDOC is currently
working with the city of Dana
Point in south Orange County to
determine the feasibility of build-

ing a desalination plant on
Doheny State Beach. That facility
would utilize underground wells
and suck ocean water up at an
angle from under the sand—with-
out harming, theoretically, the ma-
rine environment or disturbing
beach goers.

Unlike Huntington Beach,
which gets two-thirds of its water
from local groundwater wells,
South Orange County relies on
Northern California and the Colo-
rado River for 95 percent of its
water needs. Farther south, San
Diego County imports between
70 and 90 percent of its water
from the same sources. But the
Colorado River is so overtaxed by
the demands of agriculture and
suburban sprawl that only 0.1 per-
cent of its natural water flow now
reaches the river’s delta, accord-
ing to the WWF.

That’s why the San Diego Re-
gional Water Quality Control
Board recently voted to help the
city of Carlsbad go forward with
plans for Poseidon Resources Inc.
to build a $270 million desalina-
tion plant with the potential to
turn 100 million gallons a day of
publicly owned seawater into 50
million gallons of drinking water
which it would sell for a profit.

Ironically, however, that vote
occurred directly after the Water
Authority refused to certify the
same Environmental Impact Re-
port that Carlsbad had approved
and voted to kill its own previously
planned involvement with in the
project in part because it could not
reach a financial agreement with
Poseidon.

The other factor in San Diego’s
pullout was the eminent closure
of the Encina power plant, which
currently uses a cooling system
that Poseidon would rely on to
gather the ocean water it plans to
convert. But plans call for the plant
to be torn down and replaced with
an air cooled facility, thus elimi-
nating Poseidon’s water intake
source. In that case, Poseidon
could not proceed unless its claim
to contract rights for the original
cooling system are upheld and it
chooses one of the more environ-
mentally friendly desalination
methods normally avoided by the
desalination industry.

In February the Huntington
Beach city council approved

See POSEIDON, Page  5
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Did I have a nightmare or do the
road signs at every Costa Mesa
border crossing now read “Wel-

come to Costa Migra”?
I have to admit I was worried about the

open border policies of our cities one Sun-
day afternoon last July when I witnessed
for the second time Costa Mesa’s mayor
taking official honors from members of the
world famous Minuteman Project.

If you ever watched CNN “news” anchor
Lou Dobbs, you know that the Minutemen
are the guardians of America’s porous
border with Mexico (Canada’s border,
where 911 terrorists crossed, doesn’t
matter), protecting us from terrorists. Their
leader, Minuteman Project co-founder Jim
Gilchrist, claims that he is “proud to be a
vigilante” and warns that he will turn a blind
eye to armed rebellion by his imagined 240
million followers.

The Sunday spectacle was a fund raiser
for the mayor—who is running for reelec-
tion—under the auspices of “Gilchrist’s
Angels,” the women’s auxiliary of the Min-
uteman Project.

About 80 true believers attended. Many
came from outside Costa Mesa. The Mayor,
who is also a Deputy Sheriff, often
complains about immigrant rights
advocates who come to his town to
complain about how he treats immigrants—
which reminds me of the old news reel I
saw from the 60s showing a southern
lawman, maybe Bull Connor, complain
about outside agitators stirring up “our
nigras.”

These outsiders were the Minutemen,
Minutewoman and Minutechildren (are
their Minutesperms?), as Gilchrist likes to
call them, who came from as far as Temecula
to show moral and financial support for the
“courageous” mayor, their hero, as he
pretends to save Costa Mesa and the
nation from what they say are murdering,
gang banging, child raping “illegal aliens,”
even though almost every law enforcement
officer in the nation knows that the Mayor’s
plan to mix police and immigration
enforcement will result in more
unsolved crime.

Among the honored and unhonored
guests was local congressman Dana
Rohrabacher, who hates undocumented
immigrants so much that he might blame
them for global warming when he finally
learns that humans, not termites, are
destroying the delicate balance of the earth’s
atmosphere.

Also present was Newport Beach city
councilmember Dick Nichols, who was
censured by his council colleagues in 2003
for making ongoing racist insults about
Mexicans.

Nichols had told a reporter that he was
concerned about a proposed expansion of
the park area at Corona del mar State beach
because “with grass we usually get Mexicans
coming in there early in the morning and
they claim it as theirs, and it becomes their
personal, private grounds all day.”

Also not introduced by the mayor was
Ray Herrera of Victorville, the official
national spokesperson for the Minuteman
Project. Señor  Herrera warned city council
about the “immoral invasion of Costa Mesa
and all America” and explained that
Americans are a “divine” and “moral”
society based on an Anglo-Protestant creed

of “common decency, respect, freedom of
religion and equality. Mexico (full of
Catholics), however, is based on the Spanish
culture of “rape, oppression and the
desecration of  the people of Mexico.”

“As you know,” he explained, “when you
look at the child, you will see the parent.
The same thing can be said for a nation.
Look at the people, you will see the nation.
The American creed, the Mexican creed.”

Absent from the gala event was Costa
Mesa resident, Martin H. Millard, who the

pressure, the mayor recently disavowed
Millard, but the two men still seem eerily
alike when it comes to issues like
immigration.

For example, at a recent community
meeting held by the Costa Mesa PD’s anti-
gang squad, Millard referred to the city’s
Chicano neighborhoods and suggested that
the best way to get rid of the city’s gangs
was to “close down” its “slums.”

Just minutes after disavowing Millard at
a city council candidates’ forum held in
August, the Mayor, speaking about “quality
of life” issues related to crime control, said
that “If you have vending trucks that are
honking their horn to the tune of La
Cucaracha all night long or all day, who
wants to live next to that in a residential
neighborhood?”

A few weeks eariler Mansoor reacted to
a drive by killing that occurred in a Chicano
neighborhood by telling the Daily Pilot that

“It shows we still have work to do, but it
takes time to remove the welcome mat.”

The Mayor elaborated.
“When you have job centers, soup

kitchens and a high concentration of
downscale rental units,” the Mayor
continued, “it drives the city down, and I
favor a multi-faceted approach to include
stronger gang enforcement and overlay-
zone revitalization, and I also think a social
worker holding the hand of a hardened
gang member has not worked in
other cities.”

At that same candidates forum, the
Mayor denied that he joined the
Minuteman Project, the group that his anti
“illegal” immigrant and pro “law and order”
rhetoric pandered to when he voted to close
down the day labor center and use the police
to enforce immigration law.

The Mayor recalled the January 25th
meeting of the California Coalition for
Immigration Reform in Garden Grove,
where he spoke to 150 cheering Minuteman
Project members and their allies. “They
made me an honorary member,” he said,
“I did not join. They said ̀ we want to make
you an honorary member. I said thank you.”

But the ceremony I saw was a lot more
elaborate. Gilchrist himself was there that
night to bring the mayor into the fold. The
mayor walked up to the stage to the wild
cheers of his Minuteman fans. Gilchrist
turned to him and said, “You’re a dream
come true, Mayor.”

“Mayor Mansoor,” Gilchrist gushed, “on
behalf of everyone in this room, all these
Minuteman women and children, and
about 200 million [soon to become 240
million] supporters of the Minuteman
Project, you are hereby by the power vested
in me as founding member of the Project,
an honorary Minuteman and I wish to give
you a hat.”

Allan Mansoor took the hat and became
the Minuteman Mayor of Costa Mesa.

This grainy photo shows Costa Mesa Mayor Allan Mansoor (on the
right) officially becoming the Minuteman Mayor on January 25th
while Jim Gilchrist stands in the background.

mayor and other council members voted
to appoint to a community redevelopment
committee on two separate occasions. Mr.
Millard writes for several white
supremacist websites, including
www.nationalvanguard.com, which was
formed by members of the neo-Nazi group
National Alliance.

Millard says that oppressed whites are
being exterminated by blacks and calls on
whites to learn race and gene consciousness
in order to prevent “devolution” and
annihilation of the superior white race
through contamination of the white
gene pool.

Millard resigned under public pressure
last winter. After months of  additional

Hungry Minuteman seems to say
“bon appetit” at Mayor Mansoor’s
July fundraiser.

By JOHN EARL
Editor
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Minuteman Mayor & local “gene purist” agree: no mas la cucaracha

MY VOICE



H untington Beach voters will be
asked to revise the city’s Central
Park Master Plan to allow

construction of an estimated  45,000 square
ft., $23 million senior center to be located
on five acres of open park area, roughly
across from the Central Library on
Goldenwest Street.

The new senior center would relocate
and upgrade the 11,881 sq. foot Michael
E. Rodgers Seniors’ Center now nestled on
17th and Orange streets.

The procedure used by the city council
to place the proposal on the November 7th
ballot and the vague wording of the ballot
statement challenge the public’s ability to
control development in the city’s 356 acre
Central Park.

In 1990, a group of HB residents,
hoping to stop plans for a golf course in
Central Park, put Measure C, also known
as the Save Our Parks initiative, on the
ballot. It became Section 612 of the City
Charter and requires a vote of the people
on proposed developments on city park or
beach land that rise above 3,000 sq. feet or
$100,000 in costs.

Proponents of the senior center ballot
measure say that Section 612 gives the city
council the final vote of approval, but
opponents say that the voters have final
approval after all city approvals have
been met.

The city council passed a minute action
in 1994 clarifying that Section 612 intends
“a vote of the people be the final approval
of projects approved by the city for
construction on park land or beaches,”
adding that all projects that fit the charter
amendment’s criteria “must obtain all city
approvals prior to being submitted to a vote
of the people.”

The minute action  was to remain in
effect unless rescinded by the city council
at a later date and has not been rescinded
yet. But the city council virtually ignored it
at meetings on July 3rd and 17th, when
the senior center proposal and its ballot
language were discussed and voted upon.
In fact, City Attorney Jennifer McGrath told
the council that for the purpose of a Section
612 (or Measure C) vote, the public has
no right to know detailed cost or design
details or to be allowed the final vote on
proposed park developments.

The City Attorney also stipulated that a
“yes” vote on the ballot measure does not
mean that a senior center will be built. But
a yes vote would require the land area in
question to conform to the ballot
description.“There would be a concern if
its not used as a senior center,” McGrath
said, “and anything less than that will cause
the same [legal] question.”

McGrath modeled the senior center
ballot language after language used for the
1996 measure that approved the Sports
Complex, an unsettling thought for many
HB voters who remember that costs for the
Complex soared from an estimated $1.9
million to $19 million before completion.

Council members Don Hansen and
Keith Bhor agreed that it is better to have a
public vote on the senior center before its
details are known than to wait until
thousands or even millions of dollars have
been spent on research, only to have it
rejected by the voters. “We shouldn’t
undertake ...allocating it out for a site that
may be flatly rejected by the people,”
Hansen said at the July 17th city council
meeting. He added that sufficient
information about the senior center will be

available through voter education materials
and public debate.

Consequently, HB residents will base
their November 7th vote on vague and
largely hypothetical information—
including  a $23 million non-site cost
estimate—provided by LPA, an Irvine
based architectural and interior design
firm. That fact lead council member
Debbie Cook to declare the vote

The ballot measure reads:

Shall a centrally located senior center building, not to exceed 47,000 square
feet, be placed on a maximum of five acres of an undeveloped 14-acre parcel
in the 356-acre Huntington Beach Central Park, generally located west of the
intersection of Goldenwest Street and Talbert Avenue, between the disc golf
course and Shipley Nature Center, following City Council approval of all
entitlements and environmental review?

As currently envisioned by the city council majority, a ‘yes’ vote would lock in the park site
for a future senior center, but public hearings and city council approval are required before
construction begins. By giving approval to a preliminary proposal lacking precise cost and
design details, the public loses its right to give final approval to actual rather than conceptual
park developments that meet Section 612 criteria.

Section 612 of the City Charter reads:

No golf course, driving range, road, building over three thousands square feet
in floor area nor structure costing more than $100,000 may be built on or in
any park or beach or portion thereof now or hereafter owned or operated by
the City unless authorized by affirmative votes of at least a majority of the total
membership of the City Council and by the affirmative vote of at least a majority
of the electors voting on such proposition ...

“meaningless” and to warn of possible legal
liability for the city. “I just can’t believe that
a court will not say that it’s [the ballot
language] not misleading,” she said.

Bhor, trying to understand the motive
behind Cook’s opposition, asked if there
were any conditions under which she would
support putting the issue on the ballot “or
is it straight out that you don’t want to lose
open space?”

“First and foremost,” Cook answered,
“is that the city can’t afford this–and even
without any study, without figuring out
where the money is coming from.”

Referring to the possible but as yet
undetermined funding from $19 million in
other developer fees, and pointing out that
the city’s parks and recreation fund is
already tapped out, Cook said that
proponents would “spend it all in one place”
rather than use it for a multitude of
“desperately needed” park and

infrastructure projects throughout the city.
“If we decide we can afford it after we’ve
studied that, then, yes, let the citizens decide
if they want it or not...”

Nothing will happen without money, of
course, and the senior center has had its
share of funding problems in recent years,
especially with efforts by President Bush to
all but eliminate federal Community Block
Development Grant funds to cities. “We’re

always struggling with how we’re going to
disperse that limited money,” Cook told the
Orange Coast Voice. “They’re reducing the
amount of money each year.”

In fact, minutes prior to approving ballot
language for the senior center vote, the city
council voted to take $32,000 from the
city’s general fund and give it to the current
senior center in order to make up for lost
CDBG funds that are used to provide social
services and infrastructure improvements
benefitting lower income residents.

For Bob Detloff, co-organizer of the
Committee to Support Our Seniors, there’s
no reason to worry about runaway costs
associated with the senior center proposal,
lack of details in the ballot measure or taking
away funds needed for other park and city
needs. The $23 million estimate, he told
the council, “is padded with contingency”
to be on the safe side. Giving specific cost

Pros and Cons
Proponents say that the city’s
current senior center located on 17th
and Orange is sorely outdated and
that a modern and much larger facility
is needed in order to meet the future
needs of HB’s expanding and more
active senior population. The
proposed site would be ideal for a
new senior center, they argue,
because it sits on city owned land,
thus eliminating the need to buy
property, and its central location
would serve the greatest number of
seniors more efficiently. Besides, they
argue, if equestrians, frisbee throwers
and dog owners can have a dedicated
park area, why can’t seniors?
http://www.soshb.com/

Opponents of the ballot measure
acknowledge the need for a new
senior center, but prefer to maintain
the proposed site area as open
space. The senior center proposal is
too vague and too costly, they say,
at a time when the city has over $849
million in infrastructure repairs,
including streets, parks, libraries,
flood channels, beaches, sewers and
fire stations that, if unmet, will cause
diminished property values and a
decline in tourist revenue.  A more
frugal alternative and other locations
should be considered, they argue.
http://www.savecentralpark.org/

Some Facts About the
Michael E. Rodgers

Senior Center
(Based on the LPA report, Center

officials, and OC Voice observation)

The goal of the Senior Center, according
to Senior Services supervisor Randy L.
Pesqueria, is “to maintain independence
as long as possible and maintain the
dignity of life.”

Main building at 17th and Orange
was built in the early 1940s.

Began operating as a senior center
in 1975.

The center is 14,505 square feet,
including the Senior Outreach Center
built in 1992.

Most senior center users are low to
moderate income.

The Meals to the Home program
provides three meals per day to 140
clients.

In 2005 about 110,000 meals were
given to HB’s frail and elderly
residents.

No person is turned down who needs
food. The price is $2.50 for over 60
and $3.50 under 60.

The Center provides free
transportation to any HB senior to
any location inside of the city, about
2,700 trips each month provided by
paid and volunteer drivers.

The Center offers a myriad of social,
legal, educational and recreational
services to HB seniors.

There were over 53,000 visits to the
Center between January and July of
this year.

The current building is overtaxed:
each room gets multiple uses and
are unable to adequately serve a
growing number of healthier and
more active senior visitors.

A 64 percent increase in HB’s senior
population is predicted by 2020.

According to the LPA report:
“Using the 1970 census figure, the
level of service [at the Rodgers
Center] was 10,531 square feet per
5,000 senior population when the
Center opened. In 2005 there has
been 79 percent decline in the service
level to 2,200 square feet per 5,000.
Without increases in square footage,
the level of service is expected to
decline to 1,354 square feet by the
year 2020.”
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Proposed Senior Center
Creates Stir in HB

Voters will be asked to revise city’s Central Park Master Plan
By JOHN EARL
Editor

PHOTOGRAPH BY JOHN EARL

Proposed 5 acre senior center site located directly north of disc golf
course in Central Park.

See SENIOR CENTER, Page  6
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good job of getting the original dumpers
on the hook,” she says, “but the city can’t
do anything. We don’t have any authority.
The state and the owners call the shots.”

Both the DTSC and Cannery Hamilton
assert, however, that this time the plans for
clean up will be seen through to completion.
“We are confident,” says Urashima, “that
this site will be implemented under detailed
state orders.”

Christine Chiu, the DTSC project
manager, concurs. “A lot of the problem
historically” she says, referring to previous
owners’ failures to cleanup the site, “was
because the people kept filing for
bankruptcy.  In this case, even if one of the
responsible parties goes bankrupt, then the
others can carry on the work.”Considering
those on the hook bankruptcy seems
unlikely. Cannery Hamilton, which
purchased the site in 2003, is comprised of
Chevron and Conoco-Phillips; other parties
include Dow Chemical, Shell, and Exxon
Mobil. While neither the DTSC nor
Cannery Hamilton was willing to give an
estimate of the eventual cost, Urashima says
that assessment and planning alone will be
in the tens of millions. But backing out is
not likely to be an issue. “Circumstances
have changed,” says Urashima, “State
orders now legally mandate the
remediation.”

While both parties are confident about
the end result, they admit that the four-and-
a-half year timetable on the city’s website
is optimistic. Assessment of the site and
remedy planning require a four-stage
process that began with a remedial
investigation in 2004, and will end when
both the public and the site owners have
given input on both the cleanup alternatives
and the DTSC’s Environmental Impact
report. That process alone, says Greg
Holmes, unit chief for the DTSC’s Cypress
office, will take anywhere from two to three
years. “You need to allow the public
process,” says Urashima, “While everyone
is anxious, it’s too important, and you
don’t want to rush it. Every step
has to be deliberate.”

The actual removal of the waste could
take anywhere from three to six years,
perhaps more, depending upon which of
the six cleanup alternatives, ranging from a
no response option to complete removal

and off site disposal, is chosen. “If they
remove a large portion of the waste, you’re
talking about truckloads,” says Holmes.

Some even wonder, Cook says, whether
removal might prove more dangerous than
just leaving it alone. “There are people who
have expressed that to us,” says Urashima,
“When you remove a lot of material, there
are trucks, there are more materials, there
are air quality issues.” She added, however,
that wording of the no response alternative
is slightly misleading, as even that option
requires the removal of at least some of the
waste. Currently, the owners are leaning
toward the fourth alternative: partial source
(waste) removal with a protective cap. If
this option is chosen, the hazardous waste
would be removed, while leftovers like
concrete would be mixed with other

materials and used to fill in the site. The
cap material has not been decided upon.

During the long wait, however,
Urashima states that stronger measures
have been taken to secure the site. While
the foliage around the outside perimeter has
been left in place, the overgrowth inside has
been cleared to secure the area. Outside
fencing has also been strengthened, while
more fences and coverings have been put
up within to secure the more dangerous
substances. The Huntington Beach police
department is also doing regular flyovers.
“The (formal) public process will begin in
due course,” she says, “We appreciate and
understand that people are being patient.”

In the meantime Urashima encourages
informal participation. People with
questions can visit the new Ascon website
at http://www.ascon-hb.com or dial the
hotline, at (714) 388-1833. Hopefully the
city will soon update their online
information. MISSION STATEMENT

The Orange Coast Voice is an independently owned monthly newspaper
published for the purpose of disseminating news, analysis and opinion
that allows and encourages all residents of Orange County’s coastal
cities to become more involved politically, socially and economically in
their communities.

To fulfill its goals, the Orange Coast Voice will do its best to:

Report, analyze and comment on political, economic and social
issues that affect the quality of life for all persons who live,
work and play in Orange County’s coastal communities;

Provide a forum wherein ideas and opinions can be freely and
honestly expressed so that Orange Coast Voice readers may
better understand the perspectives of others and themselves;

Acknowledge those persons, groups and organizations whose
work, actions and achievements deserve commendation and
recognition and;

Increase awareness, appreciation and respect for the rich
cultural and ethnic diversity of our coastal communities.

 These goals will be achieved by:

Providing readers with editorial content that raises the local
standard of journalism to a higher level;

Providing advertisers with the most effective means possible
for communicating their message to potential clients and in
order to increase their sales and;

Providing readers and advertisers with a newspaper that is
well designed and visually attractive.

VOICE
THE  ORANGE COAST

Poseidon’s request to build another 50
million gallon capacity desalination plant
next to the antiquated AES power plant on
the corner of Newland Avenue and Pacific
Coast Highway—in the vicinity of the
Ascon toxic waste dump, also in the city’s
southeast section. Poseidon plans to use the
AES seawater intake and outtake cooling
system which, according a California En-
ergy Commission report, kills every form
of marine life that passes through it, a total
of hundreds of millions of individual or-
ganisms of various species every year.

Poseidon Inc., a multi-national corpo-
ration that specializes in building privately
owned water treatment facilities, but whose
only other attempt at building a major de-
salination plant, in Tampa, Florida, ended
in technical failure, multiple bankruptcies
and huge cost overruns for ratepayers, mar-
keted the proposed plant as an answer to
potential state and local water shortages.

The current HB city council majority
(Hansen, Bhor, Green and Coerper) bought
that argument, but not MWDOC, which
called Poseidon’s claims “misleading, incor-
rect, and self-serving” and added that cur-
rent plans by public water agencies  “assure

an adequate water supply well into the
future.”

Huntington Beach residents formed
Residents For Responsible Desalination
(R4RD) in order to oppose Poseidon’s
project and were joined by local and state-
wide environmentalist groups. R4RD
members claimed that the project Environ-
mental Impact Report ignored or inad-
equately considered key environmental is-
sues and that the plant would add to neigh-
borhood blight already caused by the AES
plant and the Ascon toxic waste dump.The
Coastal Commission has agreed to hear an
appeal of the city council’s approval as soon
as October.

Critics also question whether Poseidon’s
HB plant will ever be built, regardless of
how the Coastal Commission rules, because
of rising fuel and related electrical costs and
a lack of buyers for the expensive water—
as much as $2,000 per acre-foot—it would
produce.

A more efficient solution to potential
water shortages than desalination may come
from OCWD’s plan to bring its ground
water replenishment system on line next
year. This system will divert highly treated
sewer water currently discharged into the
ocean into the groundwater basin. OCWD
claims that the addition will actually im-
prove the overall quality of the groundwa-
ter basin by lowering its mineral content.

John Earl also contributed to this article.

Poseidon
From Page 2

The actual removal
of the waste could

take anywhere from
three to six years,
perhaps more ...

Ascon Dump
From Page 1

Previous owners’ failed to clean the site
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Help
Wanted!

The Orange Coast Voice is looking for an energetic sales person to
sell ad space on a freelance commissionable basis. Experienced
candidates please send resumes to:

ORANGE COAST VOICE
419 Main St., #209

Huntington Beach, CA. 92648
info@ocvoice.com

(714) 656-3607
advertise@ocvoice.com

This space
for sale!

Call or email today to learn more about how
advertising in the Orange Coast Voice can help your
business grow!

Ask for special introductory rates!



Featured book: Times Atlas of the
World, 8th ed. New York:
Random House, Inc., 1990.

Iwas recently hanging out in
the Costa Mesa Library when
I came across the “Times At-

las of the World.”
This high-profile, physically

large book is hard to miss. Librar-
ians prominently display it in the
Reference Section, the entrance
into the shelves through which all
readers must pass.

The ancient art of cartography
has guided travelers and capti-
vated seekers of knowledge since
the earliest of times. This color-
ful collection of maps is no
exception.

While appreciating the sublime
contours of our continent, I was
struck by the surreal geography
of Newport Beach Councilman
Richard Nichols. Nichols gained
notoriety in June of 2003 by pub-
licly declaring his contempt for
Mexicans on Corona Del Mar
State Beach, in hospitals, and in
other public places.

Contemplating North
America, my gaze shifted left to
the southern California coastline,
which Nichols feels is presently

invaded and occupied by Mexicans.
Then, my gaze shifted right to

the State of Indiana, where
Nichols was born and raised. I
was then able to arrive at some
rough calculations based on the
Atlas’ scales.

As the crow flies, the Tijuana
border lies about 100 miles south
of Newport Beach. Meanwhile,
land-locked Indiana is about
1,800 miles northeast

of Newport Beach.
Of course, Nichols does not

distinguish between people born
in the U.S. and people born in the
Republic of México, nor does he
acknowledge that California has
historically been part of México,
and – of course – inhabited by the
dreaded Mexicans.

Apparently, Nichols immi-
grated 1,800 miles to southern
California only to find that it was

Hanging out in the library with Scottie Dawg
Check it out!

inhabited by people whom he
despised. As a councilman, he has
spoken out against the presence
of these undesirables.

I am no stranger to Indiana;
in fact, I myself am a second gen-
eration “Hoosier.” Bigots like
Nichols give Indiana a bad name.

But I can’t so hastily give
Nichols all the credit or the blame
for Indiana’s reputation. For ex-
ample, it’s the only state I’ve trav-
eled through where you can buy
Ku Klux Klan flags from street
vendors, along the 37 Highway,
for instance.

The typical account of the Civil
Rights Movement in rural Indi-
ana is: “We never had much
trouble with the colored people.
They always left town before the
curfew.”

The largest monument in the
capital, Indianapolis, commemo-
rates the Indiana militiamen who
volunteered to fight in the Mexi-
can American War. (Someone
should tell Nichols it ended in
1848.)

Perhaps due to his environ-
ment, it should be no surprise that
Nichols moved to California, al-
ready molded as a vocal and un-
repentant racist.

Councilman Nichols was re-
cently welcomed as the “honored
guest” of  Costa Mesa Mayor
Allan Mansoor during his
political fundraiser.

Mansoor, a member of the vigi-
lante hate group “the Minute-
men,” has taken common cause
with Nichols, although using
somewhat more cryptic language.
Mansoor’s policies perhaps speak
more loudly. He voted to grant
local Costa Mesa police officers
federal immigration powers, close

PHOTOGRAPH BY JOHN EARL

Scottie Dawg says rap on down to your local public
library and read.

Costa Mesa’s Job Center, shut
down the Human Relations
Commission, and approve a
known white supremacist with
neo-Nazi ties to a citizen’s board.

Mansoor has also squelched
free speech by having a Costa
Mesa resident arrested while
speaking during Public Comment
in the Jan. 3rd, 2006 City Council
meeting. Also a deputy sheriff,
Mansoor cited his law
enforcement training in justifying
the arrest in the Jan. 17th, 2006
Council meeting.

Mansoor sternly emphasized in
the Aug. 15th, 2006 Council
meeting the need to remove the
“welcome mats,” such as
affordable housing and job
centers, to undesirables in Costa
Mesa. I hope he doesn’t consider
the public libraries to be the
wrong kind of welcome mats.

I would like to remind
Mansoor and  Nichols that they
are both definitely welcome to
check out their local libraries.

The theory is simple:
ignorance breeds fear, and fear
breeds hate and intolerance.

Hopefully, through education,
we can reach out to these border
vigilantes and old-school racists in
order to build a world where we
all fit.

Editor’s note: Scottie Dawg likes
to go to the library to sniff out long
forgotten books that we can all learn
from. If you know of an under
appreciated book hiding out at one
of our local libraries, shivering on a
dusty shelf for fear of deportation to
the ten cent book bin, tell Scottie
Dawg about it and he might
feature it in a future column and
enlighten us.
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By SCOTTIE DAWG
Guest Columnist

and construction figures would be
misleading, he said, “possibly
skewing the vote.” Details should
be developed by city contractors,
he said, and “exuberant architects
and runaway costs” held back by
the checks and balances of city
government.

As for taking away universally
needed but scarce city funds,
Detloff says it’s up to city services
to figure out how to spread the
money.  It’s a job they do well, he
told the Orange Coast Voice. “They
are doing that, whatever the
opposition says.”

For Hansen, the core question
is “do we build in the park or do
we not build in the park.”
Councilmember Jilly Hardy

already gave her answer to that
question at the July 3rd city council
meeting: “When it comes to
paving Central Park, it just goes
against what the whole purpose
of the park was from the
beginning.”

Whatever the outcome on
November 7, and pending
possible legal action,  HB residents
will not have the ultimate power
of approval over park
development that many original
supporters of the Save Our Parks
initiative envisioned.

How they voted:
   Yes: Hansen, Bhor, Green,

Coerper, Sullivan
   No: Hardy, Cook

Senior Center
From Page 4

Q. I have worked for the same
employer for more than a year now
and have an excellent performance
record. Do I have the right to
receive paid sick days, holidays or
vacations?

A. There is no law that requires
employers to pay sick days, holidays
or vacations.

It is true that the Family Medical
Leave Act gives workers the right
to 12 weeks leave without pay
after having a baby or to care for
a child, spouse, a parent or
yourself for serious illness. This
state and federal law requires

employers to return you to your
same job and benefits when you
return to work after an approved
family medical leave. Employers
have to offer a minimum of 4
months leave for pregnant
women. This pregnancy leave can
be taken when necessary, before of
after birth. The employer must
return the worker to her job she
did before the pregnancy leave. In
addition, pregnant workers must
receive whatever other benefits the
employer offers to other disabled
workers. If you are injured and
sick from work so that you can not
perform your regular job, your

boss or the company’s insurance
must pay part of your wage,
medical costs and sometimes
training for another type of job.
This is called Worker
Compensation. If you are injured
or ill on the job, tell your boss
immediately. If your boss does not
tell you about Worker
Compensation, you should 
immediately contact a lawyer or
worker compensation office
nearest you. If you do not have
work documents, you can still
receive all benefits except for
training for another type of job.
If you are injured or sick because

Labor Notes: Do employees have the right to
receive paid sick days, holidays or vacations?

of something away from work and
cannot return to work you can
receive State Disability Insurance
(SDI) that you pay for as part of
your wage deductions. To qualify
you need:
* To be employed in a job when
you are hurt that is part of SDI.
* To have earned at least a salary
of $300 during the past year.
* To have obtained a medical
certificate saying that you can not
work.

Undocumented workers can
receive benefits.  The benefits last

for 1 year, but you must apply
within 40 days of when you were
not able to work. To obtain
information about the amount of
money benefit, you must talk to
the SDI office nearest to you.

Information you need to know
provided by the United
Electrical, Radio and Machine
Workers of America, a
democratic national union
representing some 35,000
workers in a wide variety of
manufacturing, public sector
and private non-profit sector
jobs. www.ranknfile-ue.org/

What do you
think of us?

The Orange Coast Voice wants to know what you think about
our first issue. If you have any suggestions, comments, or
criticisms, feel free to drop us a line!

ORANGE COAST VOICE
419 Main St., #209

Huntington Beach, CA. 92648
info@ocvoice.com



drive away in Costa Mesa?
World Class in Costa Mesa
The OCPAC opened in September of

1986, and has, from the first, been a strong
player in the performing arts center venue
scene (also being somewhat unique in
being totally fiscally stable and that it is
funded only by corporate and private
donations, without any governmental
monetary help), and the addition of its new
acoustically built hall and theater will make
it only more commendable.

The new hall, named for Henry
Segerstrom and his late wife Renée, is built
on land (as is much of the OCPAC), which
was donated by the Segerstrom family. In
August 2000 the family then donated, what
was the largest charitable cash gift in the
history of Orange County, $40 million to
the center’s capital campaign. The Samueli
Theater is named in recognition of a $10
million gift to the center from the Henry
Samueli Family.

Groundbreaking for the new arts center
and performances spaces was on Feb. 6,
2003. And while some additional acoustic
equilibration may be necessary (the designs
of the halls were done to make the space as
“acoustically perfect” as possible) the
general consensus is that the buildings will
be ready to open to the public on Sept. 15.

“This is going to be the Stradivarius of
concert halls!” said Cesar Pelli, the major
architectural designer of the buildings, in
a press concert. He may very well be correct
if all the expectations of beauty of form and
function (appearance, and acoustical

purity) come to fruition. Pelli, of Pelli
Clarke Pelli Architects, is a world-famous
designer and architect that has worked on
buildings throughout the world and has a
particular affinity for performing arts
complexes, including ones in Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia; Charlotte, North
Carolina; Cincinnati, Ohio; and even the
Miami Performing Arts Center, in Miami
Florida, which will open this fall as well. A
local example of his work is also the Plaza
Tower in Costa Mesa.

Russell Johnson, with his company,
Artec, is the acoustical designer; Peter
Walker and Partners are the landscape
architects; and Fluor is the design-build
general contractor of the project.

Acoustical Science
A fascinating, and impressive, part of

the hall’s design, includes acoustic joints

and floating isolators used to separate the
noise of machinery, such as air conditioning
and heating equipment, from the
performance area. This avoids any
vibration or sound interference during
performances. This has been done in many
other newer concert halls with much
success. The better the acoustics the more
performers can concentrate on their artistry
and less on compensating for the
idiosyncrasies of a performance space.

The Renée and Henry Segerstrom
Concert Hall will be able to seat 2,000;
and the Samueli Theater will seat 500. A
restaurant, named Leatherby’s Café Rouge,
named after Ralph Leatherby for a $5
million donation by the Leatherby Family
Foundation in 2002, will open on Sept.
23 at the center. It will be able to seat 130
diners. The new complex also includes a

includes an education center which will
continue the OCPAC’s numerous
community outreach programs, nine at last
count, that provides access to the
performing arts and artists to elementary,
high school, university students; and
families.

Six Weeks of Gala
Six weeks of events. Too many to list

here (see the OC Voice’s calendar section
for a more complete listing) but ranging
from symphony, jazz, musicals, rock and
opera. Wagner’s complete Ring Cycle is
particularly impressive, presented as part
of the “Mariinsky Festival” Oct. Oct. 6, 7,
9, and 11; with the North American
premiere by the Kirov Opera, with Plácido
Domingo playing Siegmund in “Die
Walküre” to boot! The world of the arts is
closer than many think.

Tickets for “Celebration 2006” events
may be purchased at the center’s box office,
600 Town Center Drive, Costa Mesa;
online at www.ocpac.org; or by phone at
(714) 556-2787. The TTY number is
(714) 556-2746. For more information
about these or any other events, please call
(714) 556- 2787.

MUSICALS

“Dirty Rotten Scoundrels”
7:30 p.m. Tuesdays through
Fridays; 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
Saturdays; and 1 p.m. and
6:30 p.m. Sundays, Aug. 29
through Sept. 10. At
Segerstrom Concert Hall,
Orange County Performing
Arts Center, 600 Town Center
Drive, Costa Mesa. Cost: $22
to $72. Contact: (714) 556-
2787 or www.ocpac.org

CONCERTS

“Inspirations”, Opening
Night Gala Concert

Presented by the Orange
County Performing Arts
Center and the Pacific
Symphony; 7 p.m., Friday,
Sept. 15; at Segerstrom
Concert Hall, Orange County
Performing Arts Center, 600
Town Center Drive, Costa
Mesa. Orange County’s Pacific
Symphony inaugurates their
new home. Program includes
Plácido Domingo performing
the world premiere of a song
cycle by composer William
Bolcom on texts by Spanish
poet Federico García Lorca,
commissioned by Carl St.
Clair and Pacific Symphony.
Cost: call for prices. Contact:
(714) 556-2787 or
www.ocpac.org.

“Reverberations”
Presented by the Orange
County Performing Arts
Center and the Pacific
Symphony; 7 p.m., Saturday,
Sept. 16; at Segerstrom
Concert Hall, Orange County
Performing Arts Center, 600
Town Center Drive, Costa
Mesa. The Pacific Symphony
and Pacific Chorale perform

Orange Coast Voice
entertain-ment writer David L.
M. Preston has been working
as a professional and
freelance journalist since
1997. His experience in the
newspaper media business is
eclectic, having spent time
as: an editorial assistant,
copyeditor, page-layout

designer, weekend court and police reporter, web-
site editor, features reporter, music critic and
freelance writer and critic. Preston’s undergraduate
education was at Grinnell College in Grinnell, Iowa;
and earned his MA in Journalism from New York
University, New York City, in January 2000. He has
lived in California since 2003 and moved to Orange
County in January of
this year.

a world premiere by Philip
Glass titled The Passion of
Ramakrishna.  For the second
part of the evening, they will
be joined by violin superstar
Midori in Beethoven’s
Concerto for Violin and
Orchestra in D major, Op. 61.
Cost: call for prices. Contact:
(714) 556-2787 or
www.ocpac.org.

The Magic of Mozart
Presented by Philharmonic
Society of Orange County; 7
p.m., Sunday, Sept. 17; at
Segerstrom Concert Hall,
Orange County Performing
Arts Center, 600 Town Center
Drive, Costa Mesa. The
Mozarteum Orchestra of
Salzburg. Conducted by Ivor
Bolton, the orchestra
celebrates the 250th
anniversary of Wolfgang
Amadeus Mozart’s birth.
Pianists Louis Lortie and
Angela Hewitt will perform
Mozart’s Concerto for Two
Pianos and soprano Mojca
Erdmann makes her North
American debut. Cost: $100-
$175, box seats $250.
Contact: (714) 556-2787 or
www.ocpac.org.

Symphonic Jazz: The
Russian Connection

Presented by the Pacific
Symphony; 8 p.m., Thursday,
Sept. 21; 8 p.m., Saturday,
Sept. 23; and 7:30 p.m.,
Sunday, Sept. 24; at
Segerstrom Concert Hall,
Orange County Performing
Arts Center, 600 Town Center
Drive, Costa Mesa. Carl St.
Clair leads the Pacific
Symphony in a program that
highlights the jazz connection
between American and
Russian music. The program
will include Stravinsky ’s
Concerto for Piano and
Winds and Gershwin’s

“Rhapsody in Blue” for Piano
and Orchestra. Cost: $22-
$85, box seats $150.
Contact: (714) 556-2787 or
www.ocpac.org.

Takács String Quartet
Presented by the Orange
County Performing Arts
Center; 8 p.m., Friday, Sept.
29, at the Segerstrom Center
for the Arts, Orange County
Performing Arts Center, 600
Town Center Drive, Costa
Mesa. Cost: $65. Contact:
(714  556-2787 or
www.ocpac.org.

FESTIVALS

Community Arts Festival
Presented by the Orange

SEPTEMBER CALENDAR

County Performing Arts
Center; 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Sunday, Sept. 24, at the
Segerstrom Center for the
Arts, Orange County
Performing Arts Center, 600
Town Center Drive, Costa
Mesa. The public is invited to
celebrate the opening of
Segerstrom Center for the
Arts as well as the 20th
anniversary of the Orange
County Performing Arts
Center. The community event
will feature tours, music,
dance and theatre
performances, art activities
and refreshments. Cost:
Free. Contact: (714) 556-
2787 or www.ocpac.org.

Persian Harvest Festival:
Mehregen

At the Orange County Fair

& Expo Center; call for time;
Saturday, Sept. 9 and
Sunday, Sept. 10; at
Campground Arlington Field
and Tent #8, 2701 Fairview
Road, Costa Mesa. Contact:
(714) 740-2000.

POPULAR MUSIC

Tony Bennett
Presented by the Orange
County Performing Arts
Center; 7:30 p.m., Friday,
Sept. 29, at the Segerstrom
Concert Hall, Orange County
Performing Arts Center, 600
Town Center Drive, Costa
Mesa. Cost: $64 to $106,
$300 ticket includes orchestra
seat and dinner. Contact:
(714) 556-2787 or
www.ocpac.org.

Open Mic for Bands
At The Brigg; 9 p.m. on
Sundays, Sept. 3, Sept. 10,
Sept. 17 and Sept. 24; at
17208 Pacific Coast Hwy,
Huntington Beach. Contact:
(562) 592-2200.

Acoustic Mondays
At Gallagher’s Pub & Grill;
9:30 p.m. Mondays,
Sept. 11, Sept. 18 and Sept.
25; 113 Walnut Ave.,
Huntington Beach. Acoustic
music. Cost: Free. Contact:
(714) 536-2422.

DJ’S

DJital.
At Aire at the Camp;
8:30 p.m. on Saturdays, Sept.
16, Sept. 23 and Sept. 30, at
2937 Bristol St., Costa Mesa.
DJ spinning trip-hop/soul.
Cost: Free. Contact: (714)
751-7099.

PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY OF ORANGE COUNTY PERFORMING ARTS COUNCIL

Carl St. Clair leads Pacific Symphony Orchestra in Costa Mesa.

Acoustical
Silence
From Page 1

DJ Whitey
At Club Krump at the
Memphis Soul Café; call for
time; Saturday, Sept. 16, at
2920 Bristol St., Costa Mesa.
Hip-hop dance party.
Contact: (714) 432-7685.

DJ Brayks and DJ Beej
At Vegas Nightclub; 9 p.m. on
Saturdays, Sept. 16, Sept. 23
and Sept. 30; at 1901
Newport Blvd., Costa Mesa.
Top 40, hip-hop and ‘80s
jams. Contact: (949)
548-9500.

DANCE

West Coast Swing
At The Shark Club; 7 p.m.
Wednesdays, Sept. 13, Sept.
20 and Sept. 27; at 841 Baker
St., Costa Mesa. Swing
Dancing. Contact: (714)
751-6428.

MISCELLANEOUS

Walk for the Animals
At Huntington Park Central
East; 9 a.m., Sun, Sept. 17; at
Goldenwest St., Huntington
Beach. Fundraising walk to
benefit Orange County Society
for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals. Cost: $20-25.

Hot-Rod Show: “Cruisin’
for a Cure”

At the Orange County Fair &
Expo Center; 7 a.m. to 5:30
p.m. Saturday, Sept. 23; at 88
Fair Drive, Costa Mesa.
Largest one-day hot rod show
in the nation. Benefits UCLA’s
Jonsson Comprehensive
Cancer Center. Free prostate
cancer screenings. Cost: $12;
free for children younger than
12. Contact: (714) 803-9216
or www.cruisinforacure.com.

The Orange Coast Voice welcomes
submissions for its entertainment calendar
and tips on potential story ideas. Please
limit suggestions to events taking place in
Huntington Beach or Costa Mesa and
provide the basic “who, what, where, and
how much” information, and a contact
phone number.

Not all qualified submissions, unfortunately,
will be published, but as the paper expands
so will entertainment coverage. All calendar
notices are presented at the editors’ and
entertainment writers’ prerogative and
reflects no overt or implied endorsement
of said event.

Presently please make all submissions to
calendar@ocvoice.com, to the attention of
David. Contact address and phone
numbers will be available in forthcoming
Voice issues.
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I N T E R V I E W

D ebbie Cook is an environmental
attorney serving out her second
term as a member of the Hunting-

ton Beach City Council. She has served on
the Orange County Sanitation District, Or-
ange County Harbors, Beaches and Parks
Commission and the State Desalination
Task Force, in addition to many other
regional governing bodies, and is widely
recognized as an expert on energy and
water issues. In addition to speaking to
government officials and holding public
seminars, she has established a web site at
http://web.mac.com/energyinfo in order to
“educate the public, policy makers, and
elected officials about the world’s energy
challenges ahead.” Besides lecturing others,
Cook practices what she preaches by riding
an electric bicycle around town instead of a
car whenever possible. On August 3rd

Orange Coast Voice interviewed Cook at her
solar powered home, which has a backyard
full of water conserving native plants in-
stead of grass, about the world-wide con-
sequences of indulging in fossil fuel and de-
nying the need to change our
self-destructive life style.
Explain your theory of peak oil.
Peak oil is not a theory. Oil fields peak, re-
gions peak, states peak, countries peak.
Eventually the world will meet the maxi-
mum amount of oil that it can produce.
When will peak oil occur?
Geologists who realize that this is an issue
believe we are there or it’s within the next
couple of years. The official agencies,
though, put it out to 20, 30 years. It’s re-
ally irrelevant because it takes so much time
to prepare for the eventual decline in oil
production because once you hit the peak
it’s all down hill from there. In fact, con-
ventional oil already has peaked in
production.
What’s the difference between conventional
oil and unconventional oil?
Conventional oil is the typical oil. You drill
a well and you pull oil out. Unconventional
is tar sands, shale oil and some of those
things that were always thought to be
uneconomical.
Supposedly there’s an eternal supply of shale
oil in Canada.
It all goes back to the rate of production.
There’s gold in the ocean.You could always
extract it, but it’s going to be difficult to
take gold out of the seawater, very expen-
sive. Oil shale and tar sands take so much
energy to extract and they can be so
difficult to access that you will never use it.
Why should we be worried about peak oil in
Huntington Beach or Costa Mesa?
Anywhere in the world? Because our lives
are so energy intensive. Everything we
touch has oil in it whether it’s our food,
clothing or transportation. What kind of
society do you have once you keep asking
for more energy but you don’t get more?
The United States has five percent of the
world’s population but uses 25 percent of the
energy resources. It’s not just population, it’s
our life style, isn’t it?
Oh, yeah, but this is not an American prob-
lem, this is a world problem because oil
knows no boundaries. If Iran says “We’re
not going to sell you oil,” we go somewhere

HB Councilmember confronts peak oil & global denial
DEBBIE COOK

else and somebody else buys Iran’s oil. This
whole notion of being independent or get-
ting off of Middle East oil is absurd.
What do we have to do to stop the
dependence on energy from oil?
We’re going to have to do a lot of conser-
vation and a lot of efficiency.
What are some efficiencies that we could do?
Obviously, vehicles don’t have to get 11
miles per gallon. People don’t have to drive
Hummers. You can make your buildings
so energy efficient that
they’re basically neutral,
just like my house. I don’t
have an electricity bill be-
cause my solar panels gen-
erate as much as I need for
the year. Switching light
bulbs off, all of those
things.
Mass transit uses up a lot
of energy too, doesn’t it?
I think most of the cities
that are looking into this
are looking into electrify-
ing everything....There’s going to be a lot
of nuclear, whether people like it or not.
Obviously, that’s not sustainable in the long
term either. But at least when you are elec-
trified it gives you the option of using re-
newable energies, like wind, solar and ocean
waves. Electrifying is probably going to be
the best solution.
All of our housing is based on the use of the
automobile–the invention of the suburbs.
People just have to learn how to live more
locally. Back in World War II everybody was
growing a lot more foods locally. They had
their victory gardens. They were collecting
scrap metals. The car companies didn’t even
manufacture cars during World War II. But

By JOHN EARL
Editor
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there needs to be leadership that explains
why the most patriotic thing that anyone
can do right now is to reduce their con-
sumption of fossil fuels.
What’s going to happen in Huntington
Beach in 60 years if we don’t change?
I think that in 60 years we will have worked
out a lot of the problems. Hopefully, we
will have figured out that we can’t keep
growing, that there are limits to growth.
But the crucial time is not 60 years from
now. The crucial time is this next ten years.

But people aren’t going to
be concerned in the next
ten years if they don’t –
I believe they will be. I
don’t believe that we have
ten years. There are na-
tions right now that are
not able to get the energy
that they want. Just two
weeks ago there was a re-
port that Taiwan is desper-
ate for liquefied natural
gas and they can’t find any-
body to sell it to them.

What’s being done in Huntington Beach
to save energy?
We have contracted for an energy audit of
all our facilities. As monies become avail-
able we can go after those buildings that
are the most energy inefficient. Our build-
ing and safety directors just purchased a
number of hybrid vehicles. Will we be pre-
pared? I don’t think anyone is going to be
prepared adequately for the kinds of energy
problems that we’re facing.
What can Huntington Beach realistically
do in a relatively short time?
We can update our building codes to make
it as easy as possible for people to do
renewable [energy] projects and require that

all new homes are solar ready or actually
include solar panels.
There are conflicting numbers with peak oil
and global warming. How do you know
what’s accurate?
You actually have to put in the time to learn
it. I can give you one example and that’s
the oil situation. Whereas the official num-
bers include reserves that are inflated and
they’re a lie. They [OPEC countries] just
did it [in the 80s] because...the more
reserves you had, the more you were
allowed to produce.
What can be done to get environmentalists
and labor to work together more and see that
their interests are linked?
My mom always used to say you have to
reach the teachable moment. And these
people have not reached the teachable mo-
ment. Certainly [not] in the labor side. I’m
sorry, but I believe that they are much more
ignorant than the environmental side.
The vast majority of the people in this world
are ignorant of what’s going on.
And when you tell them they don’t care.
People are selfish and self-centered.
Okay.
A lot of them aren’t, but ... I don’t know as
an individual what I can do. I don’t own a
TV station.
Looking not just at the individual.
Obviously, we need stronger leadership in
this country to educate the people. But you
have to understand the problem before you
can solve it and there are not enough people
who understand the problems.
How are we going to create a sustainable
world? I don’t think we will. I read
Collapse. What was the guy thinking when
he chopped down the last tree on Easter
Island?
What would you be thinking? There’s an-
other tree around the other side of the is-
land, technology will save us?
It’s like with oil. [People think] it’s not our
problem; we’re not going to have to deal
with it in my lifetime, that’s our kid’s
problem.
What kind of mentality thinks that way?
It’s definitely a genetic defect.

PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY OF DEBBIE COOK

‘[T]he most
patriotic thing

that anyone can
do right now is
to reduce their
consumption of

fossil fuels.’

Oil Facts:
* World-wide oil consumption is 80 million
barrels per day.

* The USA consumes 21 million barrels of oil a
day, or 26 percent of the world total. The next
highest consumer of oil is China at 6.5 million
barrels a day.

* The USA imports 12.1 million barrels of oil
each day, more than any other country. China,
ranked third at 2.9 million barrels of oil a day.

— Energy Information Agency

Natural Gas Facts:
* U.S.  supply is not likely to grow
meaningfully over the remainder of the
decade in our view.

* The limited ability to increase drilling
activity, lack of attractive drilling prospects, and
accelerating decline rates highlight the prob-
ability of future domestic production declines.

* Canadian imports reversed trend and are now
declining, a significant change from the 10%
average annual growth experienced
during the 1990s.

— Simmons & Company, Energy Industry
     Research Report, January 18, 2005
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