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No skateboard park for Lions angers Bever

By JOHN EARL
OC Voice Editor

The California Coastal Commis-
sion, acting against the advice of 
its staff of scientists, largely satis-

fied a developer’s demands by shrink-
ing the footprint of what many scien-
tists and environmentalists call one of 
California’s last remaining significant 
wetland areas, located in Huntington 
Beach, on 50 acres of a mesa above 
the Bolsa Chica Wetlands. 

The proposed development was 
approved by the Huntington Beach 
City Council in 2002. The Commis-
sion took the action on Nov. 14 at its 
meeting held in San Diego. 

Scientific evidence aside, the de-
bate reflected the ongoing political 
struggle between preservationists and 
developers over the fate of California’s 
wetlands. Over 90 percent of Califor-
nia’s wetland habitat has disappeared 
in the past 200 years.

Members of the Bolsa Chica Land 
Trust (BLCT), a 5,000 member state 
wide organization dedicated to sav-
ing all 1700 acres of the Bolsa Chica 
wetlands, claim that Shea Homes, the 
developer, has illegally filled in wet-
lands on the site in order to increase 
building space for its proposed 170 
home development. Shea Homes 
bought the land in 1996 and currently 
farms it as a bean-field

BCLT director, Flossie Horgan, 
of Huntington Beach, vows that 
her group will fight on, possibly 
in court, to enforce the California 

Coastal Act and protect the wetlands. 
“Shea Homes was able to convince 
the Coastal Commission that filling 
wetlands under the guise of farm-

ing is ok,” she told the Voice, “It is a 
precedent setting decision that if we 
let it stand will eviscerate the Coastal 
Act...” 

The California Coastal Act was 
enacted in 1977 to protect coastal 
areas from unbridled development. 
The Coastal Commission enforces 
the act.

Pearce says that Shea Homes is 
vindicated by the Commission’s de-
cision. “The Commission found the 
lengthy scientific record compelling, 
which was very satisfying because 
we’ve always felt that the science sup-
ported our environmentally sensitive 
development plans.”

The Commission rejected the 
“false charges of illegal fill and left 
us with a development footprint we 
believe should be feasible to build,” 
Pearce said. But he is still frustrated 
because, contrary to the findings of 
Shea’s hired scientists, the Commis-
sion’s scientists contend the existence 
of a 4 acre wetland (EPA) ponding 
area located roughly in the northeast 
section of the property. 

The staff agreed that the EPA wet-
land had been significantly altered by 
unconventional farming techniques 
that filled in much of the area with 
dirt. Staff scientists also identified a 1 
acre wetlands (WP) ponding area on 
the south side of the property next to 
the flood control channel, which Shea 
says is also not a wetland.

To back up their claims, staff pre-
sented a series of aerial photographs, 
topographical maps and ground pho-
tos that show channels and ponding 
areas throughout the site dating from 
1934 to the present. 

By YASMIN MADADI
OC Voice Staff Writer

At its Nov. 5 meeting, the Costa 
Mesa City Council rejected 
a proposal to conceptually 

design a 10,000 square foot skate 
facility at Lions Park due to public 
concerns about the shortage of open 
space, potential neighborhood park-
ing problems and child safety, as well 
as encroachment on existing facilities 
and events like the annual Lions Park 
Fish Fry. The busy 10 acre downtown 
style park is located on Park Avenue 
just off 19th Street. It already contains 
a community center, library, recreation 
center, fire station and the Historical 
Society building.

Members of the public commented 
that a skateboard facility would in-
crease neighborhood traffic problems 
on Park Avenue. Councilmember 
Linda Dixon proposed alleviating 
that problem by closing off a section 

Joe Shaw: Top
ten events
in HB
See Page 10

the street, but the city’s transportation 
manager, Peter Naghavi, said that the 
street’s closure would result in traffic 
problems elsewhere and the idea was 
dropped.

The council considered areas of the 
park that were 
least-disruptive 
to use of already 
existing facili-
ties, including 
swings, slides, 
jungle gyms 
and the picnic 
shelter. Ulti-
mately, Dixon 
offered a mo-
tion to receive 
and file the item 
and direct city staff to research ad-
ditional properties for the possible 
purchase of a 2,000 to 2,500 square 
foot skateboard facility elsewhere. 

That idea sparked another one of 
Mayor Pro-tem Eric Bever’s occasional 

temper tantrums. “I’m ashamed of 
being up here with you guys,” he 
blurted out to his surprised council 
colleagues. 

Expressing his disappointment with 
the city’s lack of progress on the issue 

over the years, 
Bever  com-
plained bitter-
ly. “We’ve been 
through the 
whole NIM-
BY, NIMBY, 
NIMBY dance 
in every damn 
neighborhood 
in the city,” he 
moaned. “Ev-
eryone’s gonna 

say I don’t want that in my neighbor-
hood,” he whined further. “I think we 
have some viable options [and] we’re 
talking about buying property? This is 
just nuts,” he added, throwing his pen 
down on the dais.

Bever also argued that the city 
would “short change the south 
end of town again” if a Lions Park 
skateboard facility isn’t built. If the 
council intended to go that route, 
“I’m going to stay home,” he 
warned.

“That’s ridiculous, because…I 
never supported a skateboard park in 
Lions park. So, get over it,” Dixon 
shot back. 

Foley sympathized with Bever, 
stating that she would like to see “a 
skateboard park in every park in this 
city,” but emphasized the need to bal-
ance the public’s competing concerns. 
“[Y]ou can’t just do anything you 
want,” she explained.

Mayor Mansoor also put the issue 
in perspective: “It is frustrating, but 
this is the way our system works and 
that’s the bottom line.”

The motion passed 3-2, with Man-
soor and Bever voting no.

See related articles on page 4.

 

See BOLSA CHICA, Page 5
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LETTERS
The Orange Coast Voice encourages 
letters to the editor and will attempt 
to print all those received. However, 
due to space constraints, letters are 
subject to editing. All letters must 
include the author’s name, address and 
phone number for verification purposes. 
Letters can be electronically sent to
letters@ocvoice.com, or mailed 
directly to: Orange Coast Voice, 419 
Main Street, #209, Huntington Beach,
California, 92648.

 300 Pacifi c Coast Hwy. #113
Downtown Huntington Beach

(Located on Walnut between Main & 3rd)

(714) 536-2422

Daily Schedule
Mon. 9 p.m. “Board Night” with bands, raffl  es to benefi t
cancer hosted by Kev, Bud, and Red.

Tue. Locals nite with acoustic music from Josh Mohr.

Wed. Coin toss night! If you win, your meal is free!
(drinks not included.) Live local bands.

Th u. Comedy Nite hosted by Doug James. All star
acts seen on Letterman, Leno and Last Comic Standing.

Fri. Live music starts at 9 p.m. Great bands!

Sat. Open at 9 a.m. for breakfast. Enjoy sports TV. Live
music starts at 9 p.m.

Sun. Open at 9 a.m. Great food, Football Specials, 
Entertainment (call for showtime).
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M
ai

n 
S

tre
et

Walnut Ave. 3r
d 

S
tre

et

Gallaghers❂

Come enjoy the fun at Gallagher’s

Gallagher’sGallagher’s
 Bar & Grill Bar & Grill

We have Internet Jukebox and Wi-Fi

EXPERIENCE ◆ INTEGRITY ◆ COMMUNITY

Have a 401(k) with a previous employer?
Don’t make a mistake that could cost you thousands!

Call for a free brochure and consultation

Over 20 years experience helping you achieve your fi nancial goals

CHARLA KABANA, CFP®

Certifi ed Financial Planner™

           ●  Rollover and Retirement Specialist
           ●  Wealth Management

           ●  Estate Planning

               KABANA FINANCIAL

(714) 969-7100

7636 Edinger Ave, Huntington Beach, CA  92647

HEALTHY
VIETNAMESE FOOD

FREE FOOD: Buy 2, Get 1 FREE
(714) 847-5262www.mitasie.com

HOURS: Mon - Sat  11 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Sun - Closed

2825 Fairview Road
Costa Mesa, CA 92626

(Corner of Fair & Fairview)

Reverend Sarah Halverson
www.ocfairviewchurch.org

You are all invited to celebrate the Christmas 
Season with Fairview Community Church!

Theology on Tap - Dec. 13 & 27th @ 7 pm
(Karl Strauss Brewery, 901 S Coast Dr., Costa Mesa)

Blue Christmas - Dec. 20th @ 7 pm

Caroling Connection Singing - Dec. 23rd @ 10 am

Christmas Eve Services - Dec. 24th @ 6 pm

For more information please call

(714) 545-4610

Your Santa Ana Mountains
You are fortunate to dwell in the shadow of 

your very own mountain range, known as the 
Santa Ana Mountains. On a clear day, if you 
drive a freeway overpass you can see Saddleback 
(comprised of Santiago and Modjeska peak) 
towering over your well-inhabited valley. Its 
sheer height may distract you from the notion 
of depth or possible recreational access. 

Sometimes your mountains appear to be 
as thin as a washed out photograph slipped 
between the inland empire and yourself. Only 
those with a hunger for the authentic Orange 
County can savor the knowledge that below the 
jagged ridgeline survives an extensive network of 
deep canyons and rolling foothills where shady 
creeks flow, mule deer graze, and mountain 
lions still roam. If you happen to wander into 
the sleepy mountain communities of Trabuco, 
Modjeska, and Silverado you may have trouble 
remembering what century it is. 

Your mountains are adapted for fire, drought, 
coastal fog, extreme winds, and even snow at 
the higher elevations! However, rapid urban 
expansion is not adapted to accommodate the 
wild character of your mountains. Behind your 
mountains’ rough ex-
terior lies a fragile and 
irreplaceable ecosys-
tem. 

Re c e n t l y,  o v e r 
28,000 acres of your 
Santa Ana foothills 
burned, which has put 
extra pressure on any 
adjacent natural areas 
to support the influx 
of wildlife refugees. 
Therefore, I am calling 
on you, your fellow 
citizens, public agen-
cies, and private land 
managers to be respectful stewards of the natural 
areas that remain unburned. 

Wildlife refugees face an exhausting series of 
challenges when they venture into territory that 
is already occupied by other wildlife OR people.   
They are steeped in fierce competition for food, 
shelter, and territory. Because so many habitats 
were burned and many of the urban/wildland 
buffers were lost, the necessity for preserva-
tion, restoration, and land acquisition to secure 
wildlife corridors and natural open space within 
your community is greater than ever.

Your canyons of Weir, Fremont, Black Star, 
Baker, Hall, Silverado, Ladd, and Trabuco, and 
the unburned portions of Limestone Ridge and 
Lomas de Santiago (both parts of The Irvine 
Company’s Orange Hills proposed 4,000-home 
development) need to be preserved to accom-
modate the displaced wildlife. They feature 
many of the habitat types that were lost in 
Limestone, Harding, and Modjeska Canyon 
as well as Irvine Mesa. Thorough guidelines 
must be established to guarantee the long-
term preservation of these refuges or you may 
lose certain wildlife and plant species forever. 
As long as there are interconnected swaths of 
habitat throughout your mountains and the 
rest of Southern California, your unique local 
wildlife will have a greater chance of surviving 
in a balanced ecosystem. 

Joel Robinson
Outreach Coordinator

Santiago Creek Watershed
Preservation & Restoration Project

P. O. Box 2731
Orange, CA 92859-0731

www.santiagocreek.org

Help Parks Legal Defense Fund 
We live in such troubled times. Land is in-

valuable. Cities are critically short of funding, 
mostly through their own errors. We are so pres-
sured in our lives. It is easy in these times to lose 
sight of a future that must be protected. Open 
space parkland is rapidly dwindling as various 
government agencies see such land as free for 
the taking to develop, sell or lease to temporarily 
gain additional funds or to execute a variety of 
ill-advised projects. This is so shortsighted. The 
land is lost forever. 

Unfortunately, the public has no say in such 
losses of our open space. Though we can show 
up for meetings and voice our opinions, we 
really do not matter, and the vote goes on de-
spite our best efforts. Our elected officials just 
do not care about what we have to say. They 
answer only to those who have money or who 
have power. And those people with money or 
power seem only interested in more money and 
more power. It is so easy for them to deceive the 
uninformed (e. g. “support our seniors”). 

Lawsuits can be used to stop government 
agencies from undertaking illegal or ill-advised 
projects, but they are very expensive. The Dis-
trict Attorney’s office could help, but they are 
already overwhelmed and cannot take on these 
local cases. We have, therefore, decided to set-up 
a Legal Defense Fund to support lawsuits against 
government agencies that illegally or immorally 
take open space parkland for projects that are 
not in the best interests of the citizens. 

Initially we are targeting the City of Hun-
tington Beach, which is trying to take 5 acres 
of Central Park to build a new Senior Center at 
an initial cost of over $23 million dollars, and 
an annual cost of over $1 million dollars. There 
are many better and less expensive alternatives 
available, but the city is totally unwilling to con-
sider them. In addition, the construction money 
is coming from the Pacific City Quimby funds, 
money that is supposed to be spent, by law, to 
purchase open space parkland in the Pacific City 
area (on PCH between the Hilton Hotel and 
the Pier). As you know, this Senior Center will 
actually take away 5 acres of our open space. 
Unbelievably, the Pacific City developer will 
be able to reduce his required Quimby (park) 
funds by 15% as the city considers that to be 
a fair consulting fee to do this work on the 
Senior Center. We will lose millions of dollars 
on that deal. 

Even more outrageous: the developer won’t 
actually pay any money or donate any land to 
the city for our parks. A Mello-Roos district 
is to be set up in the Pacific City area to pay 
for this Senior Center. That means the new 

residents of the Pacific 
City area will pay (for 
years to come) for a 
project that is not even 
in their area. 

The law firm of 
Lacquer, Urban, Clif-
ford and Hodge has 
determined that the 
city’s attempt to take 
this parkland can be 
legally challenged on 
these issues. We may 
be able to recoup at-
torney fees from the 
city; however, we will 

need a substantial amount of money to get thru 
the court system initially. 

I am appealing to you to help with this Parks 
Legal Defense Fund. By proceeding now, the 
real threat of a lawsuit will keep governments 
more honest and moral in the future. Without 
that threat, they will continue to do whatever 
they want with impunity. 

Please help us to keep our open spaces open. 
They are invaluable and they are defenseless. 
Give what you can. Your money will benefit so 
many for generations to come. Your donations 
are tax deductible. We are so appreciative of 
your help. 

Larry Geisse, M. D. 
President

Parks Legal Defense Fund
Huntington Beach, CA

First Amendment rights?
While Juan Fernandez [“Chilling Effect,” 

OC Voice, Oct. 2007] may be a legal permanent 
resident, I’ll bet that the other 99% of the day 
laborers in Costa Mesa (and the rest of Califor-
nia, for that matter) are in fact illegal aliens. If 
so, they should be deported. Then we wouldn’t 
need to discuss whether anyone’s First Amend-
ment rights were being violated. 

Randle C. Sink
Huntington Beach, CA

Want this killing fi eld to end
Marines are taught to be killers. That’s what 

we expect of them. But a saber-rattling letter 
from a “Semper Fi” flag waving “killer” was 
published in your last edition. [Letters, OC 
Voice, Nov. 2007] Stomping his boots, he ex-
pressed his political viewpoint about “defeatist” 
and “handwringers” and needing more time in 
Iraq. I am a veteran and a Democrat. I think the 
Marines are doing a fine job of killing in Iraq. . . 
Haditha, anyone? By any measure, this “war” is 
lost and untenable. It has marked our nation as 
bestial war mongers incapable of reformation. 
68% of ADULT, non-saber-rattling Americans, 
want this killing field to end! 

Dona Nobis Pacem! 
Dean Livingston

Huntington Beach, CA

PHOTO BY JOEL ROBINSON
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By LISA WELLS
OC Voice Staff Writer

Despite the panacea it once 
promised, suburban living 
has become synonymous with 

traffic jams, pollution and a placeless 
sterility. Suburban neighborhoods, 
spawned by post-World War II govern-
ment housing loans, and carried forth 
by the growth of the auto industry 
and freeways in the 1950s, multiplied 
exponentially through the 1970s, and 
were once considered the realization 
of the American dream: the affordable 
house with a multi-car garage, a lawn, 
neighbors at a distance and all nestled 
safely in a cul-de-sac.

During the eighties however, a 
response to “suburban sprawl” came 
from urban planners. The New Urban-
ism movement was introduced and it 
opposed all that a typical suburban 
development represents: low density 
living, spread out, car-centered plan-
ning with large parking lots and shop-

ping centers connected by an imposing 
web of “freeways.”

The New Urbanism intends to 
be more environmentally sensitive 
and practical. It emphasizes shorter 
distances, condu-
cive to walking and 
bike riding, within 
mixed-use develop-
ment structures that 
combine residences 
with commerce. For 
example, a single 
family home snug-
gles up to a condo 
and rentals. Side-
walks and porches 
are emphasized on 
the street-side of 
residences, while 
garages and cars are 
hidden behind. Parallel parking instead 
of parking lots are encouraged in this 
type of design. 

Community is also stressed with 
homes and their porches placed near 

each other and close to parks and open 
plazas. Stores selling basic goods are 
available within a 5 minute walk. Sus-
tainability drives New Urbanism.

One well-known example is Kent-
lands, a 352-acre 
housing development 
in Gaithersburg, Md. 
Built in 1990 with 
1,700 houses, town-
houses, cottages and 
apartments housing 
about 3,000 people, 
Kentlands was cre-
ated by architects 
Andres Duany and 
Elizabeth Plater-Zy-
berk, authors of the 
book “Suburban Na-
tion” and leaders in 
the New Urbanism 

movement.
One study of Kentlands, by archi-

tecture professor Joongsub Kim, of 
Lawrence Technological University, 
in Southfield, Mich., shows that New 

Urban neighborhoods have an in-
creased sense of community among 
their residents.

Kentlands was compared with a 
nearby conventional suburb. The study 
found that, “Residents in Kentlands 
were more likely to agree that both 
living in Kentlands and its physical 
characteristics gave them a sense of 
community,” Kim wrote. Kentlands 
residents reported they walked more 
often and were more likely to interact 
with other residents. They cited “sense 
of community” as the reason they 
moved to Kentlands.

But not everyone is on board 
with the new urban approach. Steven 
Greenhut, Orange County Register 
senior editorial columnist, thinks New 
Urbanism is an ideology of “social 
disaster.” “The Smart Growth/New 
Urbanist crowd has a solution to the 
terror of suburbia. We should all live 
packed into apartment buildings. Our 
kids should play on the street like 

The New Urbanism
Improved communities or social disaster?

NEUTERED, NOT DETERRED: No longer interested in 
the ladies, but still chases the postman.

PHOTO BY JOHN EARL

HB Population Control
HB City Council pushes ‘voluntary’ spay/neuter ordinance

A N I M A L   P O L I T I C S

By YASMIN MADIDI
OC Voice Staff Writer

The Huntington Beach City Coun-
cil agreed on Nov. 5 to consider 
an incentive-based spay, neuter, 

and microchip identification ordi-
nance, which it hopes will reduce the 
number of stray dogs and cats eutha-
nized at local animal control shelters. 
The ordinance would apply only to 
dogs and cats older than 6 months.

County animal control agents 
impounded about 1,600 dogs and 
cats from HB in the past fiscal year 
(2006-07), according to a city report; 
and 485 of those were put to death. 
Countywide, at least 3,872 dogs and 
8,530 cats were killed in county run 
control facilities, the report said.

The County already requires dog 
owners to license their dogs, but cats 
are exempt. Currently, Huntington 
Beach follows the County’s licensing 
fee schedule, which charges owners 
$23 to license when their dog is steril-
ized and $95 when it is not.  

Mayor Pro Tem Debbie Cook pro-
posed to “un-complicate” discrepan-
cies between city and county laws with 
a voluntary and incentive-based plan 
that requires owners of intact pets to 
pay higher licensing fees, while subsi-
dizing lesser fees for owners of already 
spayed and neutered animals. 

Cook also suggested charging own-
ers less for licensing if their animal 
was microchipped, even if the animal 
was not sterilized. A microchip is a 
grain-sized identification piece that 
is implanted underneath a pet’s skin. 
The chip contains code numbers that 
are scanned and stored in a pet data-
base containing the owner’s contact 
information.  

Councilmembers did not come up 
with up with an exact fee structure, 
but directed city staff to come back 
with a revised ordinance proposal on 
Dec. 17.

In a 4-3 straw vote, with council-
members Carchio, Don Hansen and 
Hardy voting no, the council agreed 
to offer lower sterilization fees to pet 
owners who voluntarily license their 
cats. 

The council also directed the city 

attorney to add language to the or-
dinance requiring pet-merchandisers 
to include a business license number 
when they place advertisements in city 
newspapers. 

Orange County Animal Control 
Services director Jennifer Phillips  told 
councilmembers that the proposed 
pet ordinance would cost the city ap-
proximately $50,000 for her agency 
to implement. 

But Councilmember Hansen esti-
mated the program’s cost in hundreds 
of thousands of dollars. “I just have 
other priorities for our money,” he 
added.

Councilmember Keith Bohr initial-
ly supported mandatory provisions for 
sterilization, but he agreed that Cook’s 
compromise addressed the concerns of 
pet-owners and breeders. 

Despite the announcement that 
mandatory fees were off the table, 
large numbers of animal owners, many 
identifying themselves as breeders, 
spoke strongly against a “mandatory” 
ordinance or increased fees for pet-
owners. 

“You’re legislating something that 
will only effect …responsible breed-
ers,” Ralph Berker told the council. 
Debbie Bent told Council not to pass 
any legislation that “forces unnecessary 
invasive procedures” to be performed 
on family pets. Doug Bacon argued 
that the measure was an infringement 
on civil liberties, freedom of choice and 
private property. 

Some opponents of the proposal 
also voiced concerns about potential 
health risks of microchips, and breed-
ers asserted that they should have 

choice in how they want to identify 
their animals. 

Other residents, who spoke in favor 
of proposed spay and neuter provi-
sions, said it would reduce the number 
strayed and euthanized animals and 
would help reunite pet owners with 
their lost animals.

Patty Shanker told Council it was 
their “moral obligation” and “fiscal 
responsibility” to require animal ster-
ilization, Judith Philpot, a volunteer 
at a local cat-adoption center, agreed, 
explaining that local cat facilities are 
typically full to capacity 

Carol Hamilton, director of Save 
Our Strays, said the proposed ordi-
nance would save the lives of animals 
“who cannot speak for themselves.” 
Hamilton claimed that 10 percent 
of Huntington Beach’s pets are un-
altered.

The city of Santa Cruz passed 
legislation in 1995 that mandates dog 
and cat sterilization. The California 
Healthy Pets Coalition, a group of 
government and private animal welfare 
organizations supporting mandatory 
spay and neuter legislation at the state 
level, cites statistics from the Santa 
Cruz Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals showing that dog 
and cat euthanasia went down 56% 
and 60% respectively over an eight 
year period after the countywide or-
dinance was enacted. 

Stanislaus County experienced 
a 10% drop in dogs euthanized in 
2006 after passing its spay and neuter 
ordinance. 

In contrast, the city of Watsonville, 
which is in Santa Cruz county but did 
not adopt and spay-neuter ordinance 
until 2004, reported a 400% increase 
in dogs and a 700% increase in cats 
impounded between 1997 and 2003, 
the report said.

The coalition also claims that every 
dollar spent on spaying and neutering 
pets saves taxpayers $18.72 over a 10 
year period.

Los Angeles County adopted a 
similar, mandatory, animal control 
ordinance that went into effect last 
March. Pet owners face fines and pos-
sible jail time for non compliance. The 
Voice could not verify the results of that 
program by press time.

See THE NEW URBANISM, Page 7
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Other CM Park News
Fairview Choo Choo

The Costa Mesa City Council approved 
a temporary structure in Fairview Park that 
will house a model train collection. 

The Fairview Park Master Plan restricts 
building to ¾ acres of the 208 acre park for 
the purposes of a museum and “interpre-
tive center.” But members of a group called 
the OC Model Engineers (OCME) advo-
cated inclusion of train-riding activities in 
the second of four slow debates, which 
ensued until late night at the city council’s 
Nov. 7 meeting. 

The council voted 4-1 (Mayor Allan 
Mansoor opposed) to allow OCME to 
place a temporary structure in the park, 
which would house an antique train col-
lection. YM

Department of Defense Will Leave 
The council also considered a resolution 

in support of the purchase of California 
Air National Guard Property, owned by 
the federal government and controlled 
by the Department of Defense, located 
on Newport Blvd. close to the current 
giant skateboard facility and dog park at 
Tewinkle Park. The government plans to 
vacate the property next March. 

Several public speakers suggested that 
the area be purchased and used for another 
skateboard park, while others said skate-
board parks should be spread to other areas 
of the city and the land used for other pur-
poses, including housing. Council voted 
5-0 to have staff explore possibilities for 
purchasing the land. YM

By DAVID L. M. PRESTON
OC Voice Columnist

The Costa Mesa City Council spent a whop-
ping 7 minutes discussing city campaign 
finance reform during a nearly 2 hour 

non-actionable study session on Nov. 13, with 
Mayor Allan Mansoor superficially dismissing 
the topic with the odd inference that a U.S. 
Supreme Court decision on organized labor 
needs to be overturned before he’d seriously 
consider the matter.

Councilmember Katrina Foley has asked the 
staff to investigate campaign finance reform, as 
it may potentially be applied to California city 
government. “The reason I brought this forward 
is that we have had a lot of complaints from 
members of the community about the amount 
of spending in the last election,” stated Foley 
during the meeting.

Asst. City Manager Thomas R. Hatch pre-
sented a very brief report that summarized that 
voluntary ordinances may be adopted—with 
seven California cities being identified by the 
League of California Cities as having passed 
such recommendations. As written in the official 
report given to council, “In all cases candidates 
must file a statement of acceptance or rejection 
[of the spending limit listed on the ordinance].” 
A common limit was $50,000, and is often 
linked to the Consumer Price Index.

Councilmember Wendy Leece was the first 
to comment, somewhat inanely, after the short 
briefing, “I’m not interested in supporting [fi-
nance reform]. …I think that… fundamentally 
[it’s] just a new rule about raising campaign 
funds… [it] takes away from the spirit of cam-
paigning. That’s all I have to say.”

Mansoor agreed with Leece, but took a 
different tact in his dismissal: criticizing labor 
unions. “I appreciate the intent… [but] it does 
nothing to address political action committees 
or unions. If you are going to do something 
like this it needs to be balanced; and this is 
not. Quite Frankly … big unions compel their 
members to pay for political mailers and political 
speech, even if their member’s oppose it,  so if 
anything needs reforming it is that.”

By YASMIN MADADI
OC Voice Staff Writer

In one of several related actions taken 
Nov. 5, the Costa Mesa City Council 
shot down a proposal to change the 

Fairview Park Master Plan by building a 
permanent or temporary skateboard park 
on either the east or west side of the park 
and a dog exercise area on the east side.

The 208 acre park is located on the west 
side of Costa Mesa roughly between Adams 
and Placencia streets and the Santa Ana 
River. The area is home to plant species 
such as Sandbar Willows, Salt Heliotropes, 
Western Ragweed, and animals, including 
Northern Harriers, Red Tailed Hawks, vari-
ous migratory birds and wetland-dependent 
species that rely on the land’s unique vernal 
pools. 

The master plan document also rec-
ognizes registered archaeological sites, in 
the northwest bluff region of the park, 
belonging to the Gabriellino/Tongva na-
tive people. 

Kimberly Woods from Friends of Fair-
view Park and others argued that the facility 
would be in conflict with the park’s original 
master plan, which restricts sport-like activ-
ities to flying kites, model (glider) airplane 
flying and riding the model train. 

Woods told the council that allowing a 
skateboard or dog park at Fairview would 
lead to other areas in the park being de-
stroyed in order to please requests from 
other groups. “[You] really don’t know 
what you have until it’s gone. And it will 
be gone,” she warned. 

“There’s always a need for more skate 
parks” countered Parsia Fadakar, a Costa 
Mesa resident and skateboarder, who spoke 
to the Voice.

Fadakar says the nearby Volcom facility 
at Tewinkle Park is typically filled with fifty 
to sixty people at a time. “I don’t think 
anyone in their right mind goes out and 

Rollover Thomas Jefferson
And tell Mayor Mansoor the news

M I S Q U O T E   O F   T H E  Y E A R

flies a kite anymore… stuff like that’s just 
unrealistic,” he said in response to restric-
tions in Fairview Park Master plan.

Member Foley made a substitute mo-
tion to permit a skateboard structure to be 
built on an already developed area of the 
park where she said there would be “zero” 
impact on wildlife. “We have to keep bal-
ancing all these interests,” she said, adding 
that potential skateboard park locations 
are limited without purchasing more land 
at taxpayers’ expense. Her motion failed to 
get a second required for vote.

Finally, the city council voted 5-0 against 
modifying the park’s master plan.

Skateboard Park Denied
CM City Council protects Fairview Park

Foley responded that she did request staff to 
consider all political funding groups, not just 
individuals, “The advisement [from staff] that 
I got was that that [limiting union donations] 
would be unconstitutional based on a U.S. Su-
preme Court Decision.” She then stressed that 
an ordinance would be candidate-voluntary; and 
that it can be done legally, as other California 
cities have done so.

Mansoor replied, from a pre-prepared script, 
“Well, I think Thomas Jefferson said it the best 
when he said, ‘To compel a man to furnish funds 
[sic] to the propagation of ideas he disbelieves 
and abhors is sinful and tyrannical’, and I think 
this applies very much to the Big Union spend-
ing and … any change has to applied equally, 
and I don’t think this [finance reform ordinance] 
does that.”

Quoting out of context is common in poli-
tics, as is misquoting (“funds” should be “con-
tributions of money”, so doing both isn’t all that 

surprising. The Jefferson quip is from Section I 
of Jefferson’s “A Bill for Establishing Religious 
Freedom” which was eventually passed, slightly 
edited, by the Virginia State Legislature, and 
deals with the funding of religious institutions 
by government funds. It was concerning the 
separation of church and state, and nothing at all 
about campaign funding for political candidates, 
much less “Big Unions”.

Mansoor sniped back at Foley, bringing up 
his very public support of Proposition 75 a few 
years ago, a 2005 state proposition that would 
have limited organized union political dona-
tions, that failed 46.5 percent to 53.5 percent 
(results according to smartvoter.org), which had 
little to do with the campaign finance study.

Foley responded simply to Mansoor’s some-
what misleading shift of focus, “…this is not 
about…unions; this is about putting caps on 
spending by candidates…”

Mansoor ended his comments with a dis-

ingenuous offer, “…if you have a balanced 
proposal I’m willing to look at it.” Though 
Foley, and staff, had presented a proposal that 
is constitutionally and legally allowable in U.S. 
law, and was even implemented by other Cali-
fornia cities, Mansoor’s dismissal implied that 
the Supreme Court was wrong and that Foley 
can’t present campaign finance as an option until 
those decisions are overturned.

Voters should ask themselves who benefits 
from not limiting spending in a political race. 
That political campaign finances are injecting 
themselves even into city government races, 
much less national, and that residents are con-
cerned enough to spur Foley to investigate, 
should be a cause for vigilance.

“I thought that this would be an opportunity 
for us to review how we could reduce some 
of that spending and focus more on the issues 
and the people, as opposed to the money [in-
volved],” said Foley.

If the subject wasn’t dismissed as it was, a 
campaign finance limit resolution would have 
to be passed by council by Jan. 2, 2008, in order 
for the initiative to be put on the ballot for the 
June 2, 2008, Statewide Primary Election.

From Thomas Jefferson’s “A Bill for Establishing 
Religious Freedom”, 1786; first drafted in 1779:

“…that the impious presumption of legislators 
and rulers, civil as well as ecclesiastical, who, 
being themselves but fallible and uninspired 
men, have assumed dominion over the faith of 
others, setting up their own opinions and modes 
of thinking as the only true and infallible, and 
as such endeavoring to impose them on others, 
hath established and maintained false religions 
over the greatest part of the world and through 
all time: That to compel a man to furnish 
contributions of money for the propagation 
of opinions which he disbelieves and abhors, 
is sinful and tyrannical; that even the forcing 
him to support this or that teacher of his own 
religious persuasion, is depriving him of the 
comfortable liberty of giving his contributions 
to the particular pastor whose morals he would 
make his pattern, and whose powers he feels 
most persuasive to righteousness;…”

SOLIDARITY: What would Thomas Jefferson really say about unions 
and campaign finance reform if he was mayor of Costa Mesa? 

WWW.CMFAIRVIEWPARK.ORG

PHOTO ON THE LEFT BY RUDY RAMOS
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Bolsa
Chica
Continued from Page 1

Beachside, Realtors®

Great Deal
$629 4 beds, 2baths. Close
to Freeways & mall, cul de
sac, w/lots of parking, even
room for RV. A Must See.

Bank Repo
$527 for a Single Family

Home in HB! Award Winning 
Schools, excellent

neighborhood, Call Now!

New Construction
$1.5M Custom Built Homes
Steps to the beach, with all
the bells and whistles. Call
us for a private showing!

Short Sale
$490 Fixer Pool Home in HB
2 bed, 1 bath w/bonus room
Minutes to the Beach, Call
Teresa or Joe for more info.

Merry Christmas!Merry Christmas!
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Joe Whaling
714-349-5393

joewhaling@aol.com
Decades of experience

at your service!

Teresa Veldof
714-878-2914
www.teresaveldof.com

“Call me for Real
Estate in the OC!”

•  Short Sales
•  Market Analysis
•  Virtual Tours
•  Multiple Websites
•  Escrow Services

•  Bank Repos
•  Mortgage Services
•  Full Color Flyers
•  Home Emporium
•  Full Service Agents

•  Newspaper Advertising
•  Open House
•  Offi ce Caravan
•  Broker Preview
•  Credit Repair

•  Internationally Recognized
   Brand in over 40 Countries
•  Automated Property Search
•  13 Locations in So Cal
•  Excellent Customer Service!

List of Services

Prudential
California Realty

Season’s Season’s 
Greetings!Greetings!

LAIMA
PREDKELIS

(714) 225-6600

1400 Newport Center Dr., Ste. 200
Newport Beach, CA  92660

In the past, the Commission has not allowed 
developers to benefit by building on wetland 
sites that had been illegally filled. But Shea rep-
resentatives argued that staff scientists ignored 
a multitude of scientific studies of the area that 
showed no wetlands existed other than in the 
southwest area of the property. 

Spokesperson Stephen Kaufman accused 
commission staff of relying on a “Maverick” 
standard that calls an area a wetland if pond-
ing occurs there for at least 7 days a year. He 
also asserted that staff was insisting on “rigid, 
unprecedented 100 meter buffers” to protect 
wildlife and their habitat on the site.

Commissioner Larry Clark asked staff ecolo-
gist Dr. John Dixon, who evaluated much of 
the scientific evidence for the commission, 
why he had discounted 11 studies that denied 
the existence of wetlands on the property and 
relied instead on three that confirmed wetlands 
to draw his conclusions.

“It’s a nice list,” Dixon replied, “but it doesn’t 
indicate that a consensus of experts decided that 
there weren’t wetlands.” He also pointed out 
that wetlands delineation is not determined by 
the number of ponding days per year but by 
whether the area sustains the growth of wetland 
plants.

Commissioner Sara Wan was blunter in her 
response to the question. The staff “are not 
being paid by an applicant or an opponent.” 
On the contrary, Shea’s studies are “based on 
misstatements of fact and are not scientifically 
valid... Most of them did not do independent 
research…” and the others “…were either con-
currence letters, not studies, or did not address 
previous wetlands conditions.”

Former HB Mayor Connie Boardman 
countered that 100 meter buffers were not at 
all unusual and that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service and Dept. of Fish and Game have also 
recommended that standard for the Bolsa Chica 
property.

Raptor expert Peter Bloom pointed out that 
100 meter buffers were necessary to protect the 
easily disturbed birds of prey that nest in two 
eucalyptus groves and feed in the surrounding 
area from human intrusions and to protect their 
habitat and food supplies. 

That is especially true of the endangered 
white tailed kites. “This species has some le-
gal clout,” Bloom warned, “There is no take 
of white tailed kites... [But] There’s nothing 
about this project that allows white tailed kites 
to survive.”

In the end, the Commission majority ignored 
the best scientific judgment of its trained staff 
and favored a home developer over raptors or 
wetlands. By vote of the commission, the WP 
wetland doesn’t exist anymore but the EPA wet-
land still does. And instead of 100 meter buffers 
there will be “variable” buffers, most likely only 
100 feet long, and a passive park with trails. 

The next step for Shea is to go back to the 
HB City Council for approval of the amend-
ments passed by the Commission. After that 
it’s back to the Commission again for a develop-
ment permit. If Parkside isn’t held up in court, 
home construction could begin in a year and a 
half, according to Pearce.
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CAMPUS LIFE: Jim Nguyen (seated with headphones) hosted this talk-
show about medicine and science earlier this year. KUCI news and talk 
programs are anti-establishment, thoughtful and investigative.

Independent & Eclectic 
KUCI: OC’s ‘last bastion against crappy, sound-alike radio’

C  U  L  T  U  R  E

By DAVID L. M. PRESTON 
& DALIA VAN DEN BOOGAARD
OC Voice Staff Writers

KUCI, 88.9 FM, says it best in its state-
ment of philosophy, from which this gem 
is pulled, “We are the last bastion against 

crappy, sound-alike radio in Orange County.” It 
is also, by its own claim, the only independently 
owned radio station in the county.

Is it the last bastion? Maybe, but it was 
also the first radio station of its type in the 
area, gestating in the late sixties along with the 
growth of the University of California, Irvine, 
where it is still located. KUCI, according to its 
press information, presently broadcasts with a 
200 watt stereo signal out of studios near the 
university’s science library and Arts Computa-
tion Engineering Facility.

KUCI is a local station, that within seconds 
of tuning into, will remind the jaded just how 
original, unique and creative music and discus-
sion on the radio can be.

The music never flows in the mainstream, 
but always surprises. The station prides itself in 
exposing its listeners to new music, forgotten 
masterworks, and eclectic aural discoveries. New 
and upcoming bands and performers are often 
favorite projects, and get live airtime.

Brimming with the enthusiasm typical of 
KUCI music programmers, Jeff Scott, who 
hosts “The Blues Disease” Monday mornings, 
introduced his show to the station’s listeners 
over 11 years ago with the following approach: 
“I wanted to provide the radio show I wished 
was there for me when I was trying to discover 
the blues. I found that a lot of radio that was 
out there just wasn’t satisfying.”

Over the years, as a senior buyer for the 
Virgin store in Costa Mesa, Scott expanded 
his exposure to the blues and fought for in-
store play of blues music. A customer who 
also happened to be a jazz DJ at KUCI heard 
a stop-in-your-tracks blues tune that Scott was 
playing and urged him to join the station as a 
programmer.

One of the unique aspects of “The Blues 
Disease” is that Scott plays recordings of inter-
national artists. “Blues is not just an American 
music,” he explains. “It’s influenced musicians 
the world over… I have a lot of musicians 
listening to my show, locally as well as interna-
tionally, on-line, and that’s one of the biggest 

compliments.”  
KUCI’s news and talk programs are also 

anti-establishment, thoughtful, and investiga-
tive. Want to hear stories that the mainstream 
news conglomerates shy away from (in fear of 
spooking advertisers), don’t be surprised to hear 
a shocking tidbit or two on the air through 88.9 
during programs like “Subversity,” with host 
Dan Tsang recently interviewing Singaporean 
film director Loo Zihan about his ground break-
ing movie in that country about a gay love affair, 
or “Justice or Just Us,” with host and criminal 
justice professor Jarret Lovell examining torture 

at the U.S. prison on Guantanamo. 
Immigration issues, labor movement news, 

avant-garde political science views, writers and 
activists, all pop up and are explored. Hear of 
Noam Chomsky? He’s been a talk show guest. 
How about the writer extraordinaire Ray 
Bradbury of “The Martian Chronicles” and 
“Something Wicked This Way Comes” fame? 
A guest too. César Chávez? Yup.

  Mike Kaspar, co-host, along with Nathan 
Callahan, of the Tuesday morning programs 
“Weekly Signals” and “Filmschool,” also hap-
pens to be general manager of the station. 

23 TV’s * 2 Giant Projector Screens * NFL Sunday Ticket
Daily Drink Specials * 10 Pool Tables * Fooseball * Ping Pong

Bring in this ad for 1/2 price Pool and a Free Soda

19092 Beach Boulevard, 
Huntington Beach

Sports Grill

(714) 962-6518

The Tree of Life
Wellness Center

714 E. Adams Ave., Suite 205
Huntington Beach, CA 92648

info@energeticsolutions.net
www.TheTreeOfLifeCenter.com

(714) 374-1988

Kaspar notes, “We’ve been very fortunate [that] 
“Weekly Signals” tends to get nationally-known 
people on the program, and on “Filmschool,” 
there’s a very good chance we’re going to get 
John Turturro, who’s recently directed the film, 
‘Romance and Cigarettes.’” 

Kaspar prides himself on the fact that KUCI 
is a core CMJ (College Music Journal) station; 
universities across the nation keep an ear on 
what KUCI is playing to develop their own 
play lists. 

One of Kaspar’s major responsibilities at the 
moment is raising funds to the tune of $20,000 
for a badly-needed new antenna and transmitter. 
“We’re entitled to cover about a good half of 
Orange County by the FCC designation, and 
sometimes our signal isn’t nearly as strong as it 
could or should be,” he says. 

While the station is supported by donations 
and volunteers, it is also strongly supported 
by the University administration.  Still, it is 
independent in its programming and music 
selection and beholden to no corporate entity 
to keep it afloat. In kind, it supports non-profit 
public service announcements of groups that 
often don’t get the opportunity to advertise in 
other formats due to cost constraints.

The musical choices are wide and varied and 
oftentimes weird. It can be extremely gratifying 
to listen while waiting in traffic to an amazing 
South Asian mixdown (“Sangeet Sandhya” with 
Suja) rather than the fourth repeat of some corny 
pop ballad that the Clear Channel pop heads are 
blathering on about. From electronica, “Riders 
of the Plastic Groove” with Dennis Simms; to 
underground metal, “Metalmorphosis” with DJ 
Azrael; from folk music, “What the Folk?!”, with 
Erik; to eclectic randomness, “Colorless Green 
Ideas”, with Soo; there are always amazing 
things to hear. 

This isn’t the radio you grew up believing 
was radio. This is radio on the cutting edge; the 
radio from the radicalism of the 60s and 70s still 
alive and delving into acoustic landscapes the 
mainstream is too timid to explore.

Oh, and it’s fun too. Isn’t that original?

To listen to KUCI 88.9 FM anywhere you 
have an Internet connection visit www.kuci.
uci.edu. There is also a schedule, show in-
formation and much more at the web-site. 
To volunteer or train to be a DJ, call 949-
824-4582 or e-mail kevin@kuci.org. The 
station’s address is: KUCI, PO Box 4362, 
Irvine, CA 92616.

GET YOUR SMOG 
CHECK FOR ONLY

 $2995*

WHEN YOU
PRESENT US WITH 

THIS COUPON!!!
+1 Free Re-Test if Needed!

*CA Cert + ETF fee apply. Cash Only

*Plus $5.00 for credit/debit card use

17281 Beach Blvd.

Huntington Beach, CA 92647

(714) 698-0208
hbsmogtestonly@yahoo.com

Ernest L. Havner III, CHt, MHt

Phone: (714) 943-5934
7400 Center Ave., Ste. 115

Huntington Beach, CA  92647
www.mindtherapyinc.com

Mind Therapy, Inc.Mind Therapy, Inc.
Hypnotherapy for Today

●  ●  Weight Control

●  ●  Smoking Control

●  ●  Pain Control
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●  ●  Fear of Flying
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Evening and Weekend Appointments

AUTO INSURANCE
Saving Money Is No Accident

(714) 708-2722

Hilliard & Associates Insurance Brokers
3140 Red Hill, Ste. 170, Costa Mesa

(Near John Wayne Airport, Corner of Baker and Red Hill)
License #0B45337

Family Owned & Operated Since 1949

COMPETITIVE RATES AVAILABLE
CALL FOR QUOTE
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Anjin
Anjin’s Japanese BBQ may be pricey, 
but well worth the investment. A grill-
it-yourself place that offers prime cuts of 
beef. Order the marbled rib eye, short 
rib or tenderloin. The service is very 
attentive Teriyaki and sesame ginger 
sauces are available. Expect to pay 
around $20 per person. (ML)
3033 Bristol St., Costa Mesa
(714) 979-6700

Beachberries
The real thing: Frozen yogurt that tastes 
like yogurt. The best toppings are avail-
able: fresh berries, mango, pineapple, 
coconut. Take home containers for 
$4.95. Beachberries is a local take-off 
on the wildly successful Pinkberries 
Frozen Yogurt in West Hollywood. 
Beachberries is located on PCH in the 
Pierside Pavilion. (JS)
300 Pacific Coast Highway #107-B, 
Huntington Beach
(714) 960-7988

Bodhi Tree Vegetarian Cafe
All food at this Vietnamese/Chinese 
style vegetarian café is made without 
any animal products. Enjoy a huge 
assortment of creative seafood, meat 
and poultry dishes, sandwiches, soups 
and delicious appetizers made from 
soy bean, bean curd and assorted veg-
etables, and don’t forget the best fresh 
fruit smoothies ever. (JE)
501 Main St., Huntington Beach
(714) 969-9500

Coach’s Mediterranean Grill
This Mediterranean restaurant is a jewel 
in downtown HB. Probably one of the 
top five Mediterranean restaurants in 
Orange County, this restaurant is a 
must-try for Mediterranean first-timers. 
You’ll find big portions, great taste and 
friendly service. Try a Gyro Bowl, the 
Dinner for Two, or a Kebab plate. The 
ambience is laid-back and cozy. (ML)
200 Main St., #105, Huntington 
Beach
(714) 969-2233

De Simone Bakery and
Delicatessen
Great sandwiches. Definitely try the 
Cuban, Meatball, Pastrami and Italian. 
The bread and other ingredients are all 
fresh. The macaroni salad is incredible 
and the service is great. Most sand-
wiches come in 4-, 8- and 16-inch sizes. 
The 8-inch versions are $5. Bit bang for 
your buck. (ML)
6850 Edinger Ave., Huntington Beach 
(714) 847-0922

El Chinaco
Skip the two-bit fast food chain and hop 
on down to El Chinaco on 19th Street 
in Costa Mesa, and for the same cost 
relish fresh Mexican and El Salvadoran 
food, from tacos and tamales to pupusas 
stuffed with the meat and vegetables of 
your choice.. (JE)
560 W 19th St #D, Costa Mesa
(949) 722-8632

Frank’s Philadelphia
Sandwiches
Frank’s hoagies here are piled high with 
steak, cheese, mushrooms, peppers, on-
ions, pizza sauce, you name it. An 8-inch 
goes for $6, a 10-inch goes for $7.50 
and the foot-long is $9. Try the Works, a 
regular cheese steak with peppers and 
mushrooms. Awesome. (ML)
2244 Fairview Road, Costa Mesa
(949) 722-8725

Gallagher’s Pub
Irish fare with a Californian flair. Grab 
a pint of Guinness and order up the 
excellent fish’n’chips, a thicker piece of 
Icelandic cod is a rare find. A hip spot on 
the coast to raise a bit of Irish and snack 
on an olde country victual or two. DP)
300 Pacific Coast Highway #113,
Downtown Huntington Beach. Lo-

cated on Walnut between Main & 3rd
(714) 536-2422

Good Mood Cafe
Health food with outstanding taste; even 

to a non-vegetarian’s palate. Wide range 
of teas, coffee and all natural food. 
Nothing microwaved and no meat to be 
seen. Fine dishes include the Green Pow-
er Soup ($4.50), conventionally served 

cold; the amazing “Ursula’s Nutburger” 
($6.90) that had a thick, rich patty 
made out of almond cheese, nuts and 
vegetables, created by the restaurant’s 
chef-creator Ursula herself. (DP)

5930 Warner Ave., Huntington Beach
(714) 377-2028

Hashigo Korean Kitchen
A classier nouveau fusion approach to 
Korean cuisine, featuring the standard 
Kimchi pickled cabbage, Bi Bim Bap, 
tofu stews and amazingly tender bar-
bequed meat of choice. Remember the 
fried banana desert with red-bean ice 
cream! (DP)
3033 Bristol St., Suite M, Costa Mesa
(714) 557-4911

Kura Sushi
Sushi as fresh as can be. Prices vary by 
plate color, with five different colors, 
priced from $1.25-$3.25. There are en-
trees such as chicken teriyaki also offered. 
The candy tuna roll, salmon skin hand 
roll and crunchy rolls are good. Definitely
s i t  c lose to  where the be l t  i s
loaded. (ML)
212 E. 17th St., Costa Mesa
(949) 631-3200

La Fiesta Grill
Rich, hearty, and delicious home style 
Mexican food for almost 20 years. Fa-
vorites include the Chimichangas Delux, 
Chile Relleno and vegetarian burritos; 
the whole menu is great and reasonably 
priced. Eat in or take out. (JE)
418 17th St., Huntington Beach
(714) 969-7689

MitAsie
After the untimely corporate expulsion 
of “What the Pho” from downtown Hun-
tington Beach, there was a Vietnamese 
restaurant gap in Surf City that needed 
to be filled. Considered that task com-
pleted with MitAsie, located conveniently 
across from HB’s other downtown, Bella 
Terra, on Edinger Ave. This is the perfect 
restaurant either for Vietnamese food 
novices or more experienced dabblers in 
Southeast Asian cuisine. Try the Chicken 
Clay Pot or the delicious spring rolls - buy 
2 of anything get 1 free side of rolls - with 
a refreshing smoothie. Prices are as good 
as the food, from about $5-$7 for most 
a la carte meals. They cater. (JE)
7636 Edinger Ave., Huntington Beach.
(714) 847-5262
www.mitasie.com

Pupuseria y Restaurant
San Sivar 
Sustenance with a true Salvadoran 
touch. Authentic Central American food 
that brings in the expats from way down 
south. Soft cream-sauce baked chicken, 
a tamarind drink to write home about, 
and fried yucca root and bananas in ad-
dition to the ubiquitous pupusas. (DP)
1940 Harbor Blvd., Costa Mesa
(949) 650-2952

Sugar Shack
This HB hotspot has been around for 
more than 30 years. Specializing in 
breakfast and home cooked classics 
like meatloaf and turkey dinners. The 
hash browns are excellent; and the 
Wednesday Turkey Dinner special is 
worth the trip. The friendly service and 
great food is complimented by reason-
able prices. (ML)
213 Main St., Huntington Beach
(714) 536-0355

Thai Wave Restaurant
Sample the Thai taste with the Thai Wave 
Combination platter: egg rolls, ribs, 
wontons and “naked” shrimp. Tom Yum 
soups and coconut-milk soaked curries 
also tease the senses at this local haunt 
for Southeast Asian tastes. Remember 
the Pad Thai and expect to feel that the 
tip is well deserved.(DP)
522 Main St, Huntington Beach
(714) 960-0219, (714) 960-0349.

By DAVID L. M. PRESTON
OC Voice Staff Writer

The mainstay of college students, overly busy 
parents, and kitchen-deficient bachelors, the 
pizza pie is now, despite its relatively recent 

immigration to the United States, as ubiquitously 
American as apple pie. But with popularity comes 
mass production and commercialization, and a score 
of so-so pizza inhabiting our culinary horizons. 

The aforementioned folks may often rely on 
pizza delivery chains or a frozen circle wrapped in 
cardboard at the supermarket, but the locals of Costa 
Mesa know the restaurant to visit in town when they 
hanker for a slice: Dorias Haus of Pizza.

Yes, that’s “Haus” spelled the German way. But 
believe me there isn’t a flammenkuchen (a flat Ger-
man bread that is a cousin of sorts to the Italian/
Mediterranean pizza) in sight. Lasagna, cannelloni, 
tortellini, linguini, and more Italian fare, absolutely. 
The “Haus” was added because Hilde, one of the 
Dorias family, just happens to be German, and (as 
they have said), “Both words are pronounced the 
same so why not.”

Dorias Haus of Pizza has been at its present loca-
tion since 1981, which speaks a lot to its dedicated 
clientele and the quality of its cuisine; and prior to 
that was operating in Long Beach. So there has been 
a Haus in the near area for over 30 years! And de-
cades of stomachs thank Ted, Hilde and Rick Dorias 
for that fact.

As the menu is wide in my sampling I focused on 
two favorites: I ordered a Haus Special pizza, which 
is made up of pepperoni, mushrooms, onions, olive 
and a pork sausage (a 10-inch small is $9; a 12-inch 
pie, good for two hungry people, goes for $12.50).

Booming into the mainstream after World War 
II, pizza comes in a variety of local topping and crust 
styles (Hawai’ian, thin crust, Margherita, stuffed 
crust, to name just a few). But I’m a sucker for the 
deep dish tradition that’s grown up in Chicago piz-
zerias (very thick crust, piled with layers of cheese, 
toppings, and a layer of tomato sauce put on top 
rather than the bottom; so though I’ve had my share 
of the “New York slice” (thin, flexible crust, cut in 
super large wedges), I prefer a sturdier crust with a 
crisp outside. 

The “special’ delivered; thicker crust than your 

doughy delivery-joint, and crisp yet hearty, I was duly 
impressed. (The pizza dough is said to be made fresh 
every day, and I am inclined to believe the claim.) 
The toppings, particularly my favorites, mushrooms 
and sausage, were liberal in quantity and tasted fresh. 
This is simply the best pizza I’ve had this year (I 
haven’t been to Chicago in ages).

The pizzas range in price due to size and number 
of toppings, but start at $5.95 and range up above 
$20.90 if you’re doing a special order.

I also tried their no meat lasagna ($6.50) and was 
impressed by balance made with the sauce flavor and 
cheese. It was topped with slice of black olive that 
provided a touch of salt to compliment the firm (but 
not al dente, thank goodness) pasta. Good pasta is 
more difficult to get than many realize: too long, and 
the starch balance is off, leached into the water or 
chemically altered by the increased heat of cooking, 
and sogginess results. Too short cooking time, too 
firm… though some do like the slightly undercooked 
al dente quality, I don’t for lasagna. It was done well.

Family friendly (though a modest selection of 
“adult beverages” are also available), Haus offers 
a wide variety of pastas and sandwiches. Rainbow 
Cheese Tortellini, with Marinara sauce, starts at 
$6.95. Linguini with Clams start at $7. A “Com-
bination Ravioli and Spaghetti” dish allows you to 
sample two at once for $6.50. “Joelle’s Delight” is an 
Eggplant with meat balls for $5.45; and sandwiches 
like the Chicken Parmesan, and Turkey and Cheese, 
run from $3.75 to $6.45.

All pasta dinners include garlic bread and either a 
soup or salad. Most sandwiches come with coleslaw 
or a pasta salad. Dessert options include a New York 
Cheese Cake, for $3.50; and an, as yet untried, deli-
cious sounding Double Chocolate Mousse for $4.25.

In this mass-market economy finding a local, 
long-standing and friendly restaurant like the Haus 
is something to support; and if it tastes good as well, 
then why not head on out for a slice of the pie.

Dorias Haus of Pizza
Family Italian Restaurant
1500 Adams Ave., Costa Mesa, CA

(714) 751-8777

RESTAURANT REVIEW

Crispy & Hearty
Dorias Haus of Pizza delivers the flavor

RESTAURANT GUIDE

The New
Urbanism
Continued from Page 3
in the old days of the glorious New York City 
tenements,” wrote Greenhut, in a Dec. 10, 2006 
column in the Register. Attempting to artificially 
create downtowns, like the main streets of old, is 
pie-in-the sky according to Greenhut. “Heavily 
centrally planned new ‘downtowns’ are glorified 
outdoor shopping malls that lack character and 
personality and are mostly the province of big 
national chain stores,” Greenhut wrote in a recent 
e-mail exchange with the Voice. And, as the Irvine 
Spectrum as an example, maybe he’s right.

But Huntington Beach councilmember 

Keith Bohr wonders what, exactly, Greenhut is 
advocating. Bohr, a real estate developer, who 
previously worked as a redevelopment planner 
for the city, says he’s pleased that Huntington 
Beach is considering mixed-use development on 
Edinger Avenue in phase two of the Belle Terra 
redevelopment. He says the third and sixth blocks 
of Huntington Beach’s main street are positive 
examples of mixed-use development and he is 
all for it.

When asked if he would support green build-
ing design, Bohr said, “We should, if it is eco-
nomically feasible, go with LEED certification 
development where it makes economic sense.”

LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environ-
mental Design) encourages adoption of sustain-
able and “green” development practices according 
to universally accepted criteria for water and 
energy savings, building materials and indoor 
air quality.

Ajay Garde, UCI associate professor in the 

Department of Planning, Policy and Design has 
studied all the pro and con arguments for New 
Urbanism. People may not like New Urbanism, 
he told the Voice, “but in southern California, 
it’s most likely here to stay.”

Garde believes that Suburban development 
cannot continue as it does because we are, quite 
simply, running out of space. Developers are 
turning to mixed-use planning because they need 
to make money, according to Garde. He says he 
can’t argue whether standard suburbia or New 
Urbanism is better but, he says, “My research 
shows that New Urbanism is influencing new 
development.” Garde points to the Irvine Central 
Park project as a local example of New Urbanist 
planning.

Critics of New Urbanism, like Greenhut, 
complain that central planning results in failed 
projects that shut out smaller businesses instead 
of creating centers of community. “Governments 
are busy telling us what they want us to do and 

imposing so many rules and conditions that 
only big developers can [afford to] be involved,” 
Greenhut told the Voice. 

“New Urbanists have some good ideas,” 
Greenhut adds, “but we should let the market 
decide. Much of what passes for New Urban-
ism these days is based on government central 
planning, regulation, eminent domain and 
subsidies.”

But Bohr believes that Greenhut’s eminent 
domain points are just bait-and-switch argu-
ments. “He’s against zoning, period. Is it okay 
for a nuclear plant to be built next to his house?” 
Bohr asks.

Garde, who says that New Urbanism does 
give people a chance to create a more sustainable 
lifestyle, cautions against generalizing too much 
either way. “Kentlands may well have a stronger 
sense of community,” he says, “but that depends 
on the people there, not just the design…There’s 
no one-way to plan anything successful.”



ART
The ARTery. Explorations: Revisited: 

A group exhibition that reunites 
artists from the Co-Op Galleries, 
this show runs through Dec. at 
the hippest gallery in town. Open 
noon-7 p.m. daily; closed Dec.24-
25 and Dec. 31-Jan. 1. Cost: free 
admission. The LAB, 2930 Bristol 
St., Costa Mesa. 714-966-6660; 
www.sobeca.net

Fine Arts Gallery. Combined Private 
Collections: This exhibit of paint-
ings, drawings, prints, ceramics, 
and other works of art displays 
the best of several private col-
lections. Through Dec. 14. Open 
Mon.-Thurs., 10 a.m.-2 p.m.; also 
Tues. and Wed., 5-8 p.m. Cost: 
free admission. Golden West 
College,15744 Golden West St., 
Huntington Beach. 714-895-8358 
or 714-892-7711, ext. 51032; 
www.gwcfineartsgallery.com.

The Huntington Beach Art Center.
Shelf Life: This solo exhibition of 
Mark Dutcher’s works includes 
large-scale paintings, sculptures, 
and a site-specific installation. 
Through Dec.16. Open Wed.-Sat., 
noon-6 p.m.; Sun., noon-4 p.m. 
538 Main St., Huntington Beach. 
714-374-1650. 

Windows Gallery. A broad spectrum 
of artistic vision is represented in 
the works of both amateur and 
professional artists at this gallery 
on the Huntington Beach Central 
Library’s first floor. Open during 
library hours. 7111 Talbert Ave., 
Huntington Beach. 714-842-
4481; www.hbpl.org.

COMEDY
Gallagher’s Pub & Grill. Comedy 

Night every Thurs. at 9 p.m. 21+. 
Cost:$3 cover. 300 Pacific Coast 
Hwy., Huntington Beach. 714-536-
2422; gallagherspub.com.

Detroit Bar. Tuesdays: We Know 
Funny comedy showcase, 9 p.m. 
Cost: $5 cover. Special appearance 
by Doug Stanhope, Dec. 4. Cost: 
$15. All shows 21+. 843 W. 19th 
St., Costa Mesa. 949-642-0600; 
www.detroitbar.com

DANCE
Dancing with the Chamber Stars. 

On Dec. 12, the Huntington Beach 
Chamber’s Health & Wellness 
Committee is hosting a salsa dance 
party at A Global Rhythm Dance 
Studio. 6:30 p.m. Limited to the 
first 30 people. Free food, dance 
expo, and salsa lesson; partners 
not required. 10184 Adams Ave., 
Huntington Beach. 714-963-5900; 
www.aglobalrhythm.com.

Monthly Ballroom Dance. Adults of 
all ages are invited to cut a rug the 
third Fri. of each month (this month 
on Dec. 21) at a dance thrown by 
the Huntington Beach Council on 
Aging. The event welcomes both 
singles and couples and features 
live music, snacks, and beverages. 
From 7:30-10:30 p.m. Cost: $5. 
Rodgers Seniors’ Center, 1706 
Orange Ave., Huntington Beach. 
714-536-9387.

The Nutcracker Ballet. A trip to see 
the Sugar Plum Fairy in the Land of 
Sweets just never gets old! Delight 
in Tchaikovsky’s Christmas ballet 
in its original, full-length version. 
Dec. 8-24; performance times vary. 
Cost: $13-$15. Golden West Col-
lege Theater, 15744 Golden West 
St., Huntington Beach. 714-895-
8150; www.gwctheater.com.

FARMER’S MARKET/SWAP MEET
Farmer’s Market. Weekly mar-

ket sponsored by the Orange 
County Farm Bureau. Every Thurs., 
9 a.m.-1 p.m., at Lot A at the 
Orange County Fair & Exposi-
tion Center, 88 Fair Dr., Costa 
Mesa. 714-573-0374; orange.
cfbf.com or www.ocfair.com.

Farmer’s Market and Art-A-Faire. 
You’ll find fresh flowers, fruits and 

vegetables grown right here under 
the Golden State sun at this weekly 
open-air market. The accompany-
ing art and craft fair features over 
50 vendors selling one-of-a-kind 
items, from handcrafted jewelry 
to rugs shaped like surfboards. 
Every Fri., noon-7 p.m. (except 
during special events such as the 
U.S. Open of Surfing and Beach 
Games), at Pier Plaza next to 
the Huntington Beach Pier. 714-
573-0374; orange.cfbf.com or
www.hbartafaire.com.

Golden West College Swap Meet. 
New and used items abound. Al-
though the collectibles may be an-
tique, the produce and flowers are 
always fresh. Every Sat. and Sun., 8 
a.m.-3 p.m. Cost: free admission. 
Golden West College parking lot, 
15744 Golden West St., Hun-
tington Beach. 714-898-7927; 
www.goldenwestswapmeet.com.

Old World Village Antique Faire. 
Shop for vintage treasures along 
the cobblestone streets of Old 
World Village the third Sat. of each 
month (this month on Dec. 15). 
7561 Center Avenue, Huntington 
Beach. 714-893-1518.

Orange County Marketplace. Full 
of unique items and great bar-
gains, this swap meet is held 
every Sat. and Sun., 7 a.m.-4 
p.m. Cost: $2 admission; kids 
under 12 free. Orange County 
Fair & Exposition Center, 88 Fair 
Dr., Costa Mesa. 949-723-6616;
www.ocmarketplace.com.

Phil’s Flea Market. Monthly outdoor 
antiques market held the third 
Sat. of each month (this month 
on Dec. 15), 7 a.m.-3 p.m., in the 
Gothard St. parking lot at Ocean 
View High School. A portion of the 
proceeds goes towards the high 
school’s sports programs. Cost: 
free admission. 17071 Gothard 
St. (at Warner Ave.), Huntington 
Beach. 714-893-1518. 

Surf City Nights Downtown Street 
Fair. Main Street is blocked off 
from cars for this weekly event 
that features a farmer’s market, 
food booths, sidewalk sales, kids’ 
activities, and live entertainment. 
The nearby Main Promenade 
parking garage offers 2 hours of 
free parking for this event. Every 
Tues. (excluding Christmas, Dec. 
25) from 5-9 p.m. on Main St. 
between Pacific Coast Hwy. and 
Orange Ave.,Huntington Beach. 
714-536-5542; www.surfcity-
hb.org/announcements/surfcity_
nights_information.cfm.

HEALTH
Depression & Bipolar Support. Every 

Saturday 10 a.m. to 12 noon 
(patients and family), Hunting-
ton Beach Medical Center Hos-
pital, 1772 Beach Blvd., Hun-
tington Beach. (Between Slater 
and Talbert) Basement Cafeteria
Conference Room.

Depression & Bipolar Support. Family 
Support Group. Meets monthly 
first Saturday of the month. 1 to 
3 p.m. (Family only) Huntington 
Beach Medical Center Hospital,
1772 Beach Blvd., Huntington 
Beach. (Between Slater and 
Talbert) Basement Cafeteria
Conference Room.

MISCELLANEOUS
Cruise of Lights. The reflection of 

sparkling lights and animated 
displays along the waters of Hun-
tington Harbor is a seasonal sight 
to behold. December 13-23. 
Mon.-Fri.: 6-8 p.m.; Sat.-Sun.: 
5:30-8:30 p.m. Cost: Adults: $11-
$15; Children 2-12: $8-$9.Pro-
ceeds support the Philharmonic 
Society, Orange County’s oldest 
non-profit music organization, 
whose youth music education 
programs in Orange County are 
nationally recognized. 16889 Al-
gonquin St., Huntington Harbour 
(the parking lot for the cruise is 
at the Huntington Harbour Mall 
off Algonquin Street at Saybrook, 
where participants can board a 

bus that will transport them to the 
loading dock). 714-840-7542;
www.cruiseoflights.org

Elks Bingo Wednesday Matinee.
It’s your turn to yell “Bingo!” over 
at the Elks Lodge, where the doors 
open every Wed. at 10 a.m. and 
early birds begin playing at 11 a.m. 
at B.P.O.E. Lodge No. 1959. Cost: 
$15 minimum buy in. Free coffee, 
tea and popcorn are served, and 
food and soft drinks are available 
for purchase. 7711 Talbert Ave., 
Huntington Beach. 714-848-9440; 
www.hbelks.com/index.html

Full Moon Gondola Cruises. On Dec. 
24, create a new tradition with a 
full moon gondola cruise along 
the holiday-lit harbor. Bring along 
your beverage of choice, and if 
the gondolier takes a shining to 
you, you might just be treated to 
some carols or a serenade under 
the stars. Cost varies, depend-
ing upon length of cruise and 
number of people. Sunset Gon-
dola, 16370 Pacific Coast Hwy. 
(near Anderson St.; departs from 
Peter’s Landing Marina), Hun-
tington Beach. 562-592-3295;
www.sunsetgondola.com

Luncheon Featuring the Choral 
Belles. On Dec. 6, the singing 
sensation Choral Belles perform 
following the Friendship Luncheon 
meeting of the Thursday Morning 
Women’s Club. Combined cost for 
the 11 a.m. luncheon and 1 p.m. 
show is $32. Members and non-
members welcome; members are 
asked to bring an unwrapped toy 
to donate to charities the group 
supports. Mesa Verde Country 
Club, 3000 Club House Road, 
Costa Mesa. 949-675-0698. 

Saturday Sunrise Car Cruisers. Join 
“The Donut Derelicts” and check 
out hot rods, woodies, imports, and 
various restored vehicles. Every 
Sat. from 6-8:30 a.m. Cost: free. 
Adams and Magnolia Aves., Hun-
tington Beach. Parking available 
in the Ace, Adams Avenue Donut 
Shop, and Drug Emporium parking 
lots.www.donutderelicts.com.

Taste of New Zealand. Two days of 
fun featuring art, music, cooking 
demonstrations by New Zealand 

chefs, live performances by the 
Te Manawa Maori cultural group, 
and short films from New Zealand 
shown on outdoor plasma screens. 
Dec. 1: 11 a.m.-7 p.m. (the night 
of Dec. 1 will include a full-length 
feature film from New Zealand at 
Surf City 6 Cinemas); Dec. 2: 11 
a.m.-3:30 p.m. Cost: free admis-
sion. Main Street between Pacific 
Coast Hwy. and Orange Ave, Hun-
tington Beach. 714-536-5542; 
www.hbdowntown.com.

Toys for Joys Mixer. On Dec. 4, bring 
unwrapped toys valued at $10 and 
higher to this celebration of music, 
food, and the spirit of giving. Join 
the Huntington Beach Chamber of 
Commerce and other businesses 
for this annual event that helps 
underprivileged children enjoy a 
more bountiful holiday season. 
5-7 p.m. Old World German 
Restaurant, 7561 Center Ave. 
#49, Huntington Beach. 714-536-
8888; www.hbchamber.org.

12th Annual Home for the Holi-
days. On Dec. 5, join Soroptimist 
International of Huntington Beach 
for this auction and dinner event 
featuring cocktails, fine dining, 
dancing, and silent/live auctions. 
Proceeds fund programs including 
Interval House Crisis Center and 
Huntington Beach Community 
Clinic, as well as various scholar-
ships for females. 6 p.m. Cost: 
$95 per person; $900 per table 
of 10. Hilton Waterfront Beach 
Resort, 21100 Pacific Coast Hwy., 
Huntington Beach. 562-212-6893 
or 714-642-9458; www.soropti-
misthuntingtonbeach.org. 

Weekly Meditation. Every Monday 
night at 7 p.m. Transform your 
life. Cost: free, but donations 
accepted. Tree of Life Wellness 
Center, 714 E. Adams Ave., #205, 
Huntington Beach. For more 
info, call (714) 374-1988 or see
www.TheTreeOfLifeCenter.com.

MUSEUMS
Diego Sepulveda Adobe Estancia.

A tiny portion remains of the 
original adobe that missionaries 
built circa 1820 as a way-station 
for herd-tending vaqueros. Later 

the home of Don Diego Sepulveda, 
this California historical landmark 
is maintained by the Costa Mesa 
Historical Society. Open on the 
first and third Sat. of each month, 
noon-4 p.m., or by appointment, 
1900 Adams Ave., Costa Mesa. 
949-631-5918; www.costamesa-
history.org.

Newland House Museum. Main-
tained by the Huntington Beach 
Historical Society, this charming 
landmark, built in 1898, is the 
oldest surviving residence in the 
city of Huntington Beach. Open 
Sat. and Sun. (except on holidays 
and rainy days), noon-4 p.m. Cost: 
$2 for adults, $1 for kids. 19820 
Beach Blvd., Huntington Beach. 
714-962-5777; www.hbnews.
us/nwhouse.html.

International Surfing Museum. Im-
merse yourself in the music, mov-
ies, boards, and memorabilia of 
an endless summer. Open Thurs.-
Mon., 12-5 p.m. 411 Olive Ave., 
Huntington Beach. 714-960-3483; 
www.surfingmuseum.org.

MUSIC
Fiesta Navidad. On Dec. 20, Mariachi 

Los Camperos takes you on a musi-
cal tour through Mexico, celebrating 
the holidays with festive music and 
dance. Orange County Perform-
ing Artscenter, 600 Town Center 
Dr., Costa Mesa. 949-553-2422; 
www.philharmonicsociety.org.

Handel’s Messiah. On Dec. 16, allow 
the Pacific Symphony to stir your 
soul with this venerable classic, 
highlighted by the Pacific Chorale’s 
rousing rendition of the “Hal-
lelujah” chorus. Orange County 
Performing Artscenter, 600 Town 
Center Dr., Costa Mesa. For more 
info on this concert, Christmas with 
the von Trapp Family Children (Dec. 
13-15), or other Pacific Symphony 
events, call 714-755-5788 or visit 
www.pacificsymphony.org.

Winter Concert.On Dec. 4, enjoy 
an evening of both traditional 
and contemporary wind pieces 
performed by the Golden West 
College Symphonic Band. 7:30 
p.m. Cost of each show: $7. 
Golden West College Theater, 
15744 Golden West St., Hun-
tington Beach. 714-895-8150; 
www.gwctheater.com.

Radio City Christmas Spectacular. 
Direct from the Big Apple, the 
world-famous Radio City Rockettes 
kick it up a notch in this show’s only 
West Coast appearance this year. 
Dec. 13-30 at the Orange County 
Performing Artscenter, 600 Town 
Center Dr., Costa Mesa. For more 
info on this or other OCPAC events, 
call 714-556-2787 or visit www.
ocpac.org.

NEW YEAR’S EVE
Mardi Gras Carnivale. This event, 

which bills itself as “The West 
Coast’s Largest New Year’s Eve 
Party,” features parade floats, a 
replica of downtown Bourbon 
Street, Casino Royale, carnival per-
formances, a Battle of the Bands, 
a costume contest, a midnight ball 
drop accompanied by fireworks, 
and many more attractions. Dec. 
31, 7 p.m. Cost: $75. Orange 
County Fair & Exposition Center, 
88 Fair Dr., Costa Mesa. 714-241-
9055; nyecarnivale.com

New Year’s Eve Gala with Jeffrey 
Osborne. Ring in the New Year 
on a smooth jazz note, with DJ 
Jonathan Phillips on hand to spin 
tasteful tunes. Opening band DW3 
performs at 8 p.m., followed by 
headliner Osborne, the midnight 
countdown, and dancing until the 
wee hours. Dec. 31, 7 p.m.-2 a.m. 
Cost: Platinum Table Seat (dinner, 
show, all cocktails): $245; VIP 
Table Seat (show and all cocktails 
only): $175. Hyatt Regency Resort 
& Spa, 21500 Pacific Coast Hwy., 
Huntington Beach. 714-377-7574; 
bbjazz.com

Orange County’s New Year’s Eve.
Now in its third year and in a new, 
larger venue, this promises to be 
one of the biggest New Year’s 
celebrations in the county. Attrac-
tions include three stages with live 
music (including Third Eye Blind, 
the Psychedelic Furs, Berlin, and 
the English Beat), a West Coast 
version of Bourbon Street, a video/
laser/fireworks show, and a glow-
ing orange ball that drops from a 
100-ft. tower just before the clock 
strikes midnight. Cost: $65-$150. 
The Oaks Blenheim Event Center, 
30753 La Pata Ave., San Juan 
Capistrano. www.ocnye.com.

Radio City Christmas Spectacular. 

Direct from the Big Apple, the 
world-famous Radio City Rockettes 
kick it up a notch in this show’s only 
West Coast appearance this year. 
Dec. 13-30 at the Orange County 
Performing Arts Center, 600 Town 
Center Dr., Costa Mesa. For more 
info on this or other OCPAC events, 
call 714-556-2787 or visit www.
ocpac.org.

THEATER
A Christmas Carol. This perenni-

ally beloved classic about selfish 
Ebenezer Scrooge recovering 
his spirit of generosity is a family 
tradition that is gracing the stage 
of the South Coast Rep for its 28th 
incarnation. Through Dec. 24. 
Also: La Posada Magica. Performed 
in English, peppered with a few 
Spanish phrases, and sung with a 
Latin flavor, this charming musical 
play follows a young girl’s journey 
of discovery as she joins her com-
munity in its Christmas Eve posada. 
For the entire family. Dec. 8-23. 
South Coast Repertory, 655 Town 
Center Dr., Costa Mesa. 714-708-
5555; www.scr.org.

A Christmas Show. Written and di-
rected by John Blaylock, this family 
musical is back by popular demand 
for its second consecutive year at 
the Costa Mesa Civic Playhouse. A 
strapped-for-cash Peter Marshall 
goes to extraordinary lengths to 
bring his family a Christmas tree 
and, simultaneously, a sense of 
the joy of giving. Dec. 7-23. Per-
formance times vary. Cost: $20 
for general admission; $18 for 
students and seniors. 661 Hamilton 
St., Costa Mesa. 949-650-5269; 
www.CostaMesaPlayhouse.org.

Cirque du Soleil – Corteo. Incredible 
acrobatics and astounding acting 
that are not to be missed. Through 
Dec. 23 under the Grand Chapi-
teau (Lot G) of the Orange County 
Fair & Exposition Center, 88 Fair 
Dr., Costa Mesa. 800-678-5440; 
www.ocfair.com.

‘Twas With A Twist. When Santa gets 
delayed in Timbuktu, the Inniscap 
family learns to appreciate – you 
guessed it – the true meaning of 
Christmas. Dec. 18-22, 7 p.m., 
and Dec. 23, 2 p.m. Cost: adults: 
$15-$17; children under 12: $7. 
Huntington Beach Playhouse, 7111 
Talbert Ave., Huntington Beach. 
714-375-0696; www.hbph.com.

SPORTS
Disc Frisbee Golf. Amateur League 

is held every Wed. afternoon; 
handicap assigned. Two-round 
tournaments are held the first Sat. 
of each month (this month on Dec. 
1) at 10 a.m., all divisions invited. 
Cost: $1-$2.50; kids under 16 play 
free. Huntington Beach Disc Golf 
Course, Huntington Central Park 
lot off Golden West St. between 
Talbert and Ellis Aves., Huntington 
Beach. 714-425-9931; www.
huntingtonbeachevents.com/fris-
bee.HTML.

VOLUNTEERING
Bolsa Chica Service Day. Help raise 

public awareness about the impor-
tance of the Bolsa Chica Wetlands 
to our community by rolling up 
your sleeves and helping the staff 
remove trash and non-native plant 
species. Meet on the last Sat. of 
each month (this month on Dec. 
29), 9 a.m.-noon, at 3842 Warner 
Ave., North Parking Lot, Hun-
tington Beach. 714-846-1114;
www.bolsachica.org.

Huntington Beach Public Library. 
Plentiful opportunities exist for 
volunteers at the central library 
and its 4 branches. These include 
Friends of the Children’s Library, 
Friends of the Library and Gift 
Shop, the Genealogy Society, the 
HB Art League, the HB Playhouse, 
and Literacy Volunteers. For more 
info, visit the central library at 7111 
Talbert Ave., Huntington Beach, or 
one of its neighborhood branches. 
714-842-4481; www.hbpl.org.

Orange County Public Library/
Costa Mesa. Volunteers are 
needed to help with daily branch 
operations and with Friends of the 
Library and Bookstore. All 3 Costa 
Mesa branches seek volunteers. 
949-646-8845; www.ocpl.org.

Restoration Days. Join community 
volunteers to help maintain the 
unspoiled beauty of the Shipley 
Nature Center. Meet on the first 
Sat. of each month (this month 
on Dec. 1), at 17829 Golden 
West St., Huntington Beach. 714-
842-4772 or 714-960-8895;
www.shipleynature.org.
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BREAKING THE SILENCE
Giving a boost to writers who want their words to reach a live 
audience, the LAB’s latest outlet for creative expression is called 
Breaking The Silence: A Spoken Word Series. Having evolved from 
the Freeway Poetry Series, this new artistic forum welcomes not just 
poets, but writers of all genres (within PG-13 boundaries) to step 
up to the mike and share their works with listeners that tend to be 
young and hip. The time and place remains the third Thursday of 
each month (this month on December 20), from 6 to 8 p.m., in the 
spacious, cherry red Living Room of the LAB, Costa Mesa’s progres-
sive specialty retail shopping center that strives to bring together 
subcultures that share a passion for fashion, the arts, and the en-
vironment. Patricia Realini, a student at Irvine Valley College who 
runs the series, says, “The point of this event is to encourage the 
youth of Orange County to get up and say what they have to say. 
The Spoken Word Series opens up verbal expression to art as well 
as activism.” The floor is open to both seasoned writers, like author 
and performance poet Lee Mallory, who appeared in October, as 
well as emerging writers. Stage fright can prove to be a stumbling 
block for some; both Realini and Ian Anderson, a senior at Irvine 
High School, experienced considerable jitters before reading at the 
November event. “Certain poems are easier to read than others,” 
says Anderson. “It’s harder when you record intense emotion in the 
form of a poem.” Realini combats her fear with this attitude: “You 
may not feel like you’re ready, but somehow, you just need to get 
up there and do it.” 

 – Dalia Van Den Boogaard

The LAB is located at 2930 Bristol St., Costa Mesa. To sign 
up to speak at Breaking the Silence: A Spoken Word Series, 
e-mail info@thelab.com or arrive prior to 6 p.m. the day of 
the event. For further information, call 714-966-6660 or visit 
www.sobeca.net. 

PREVIEW

ACE PET GROOMING MOBILE SERVICES

(949) 677-2222
www.acepetgrooming.com

We Come To You
 De-Skunking    Nails

 De-Shedding    Glands

 Teeth Cleaning    Ears

 Flea Treatments

A

A

◆
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O’CO’CONNELL’SONNELL’S A AUTOMOTIVEUTOMOTIVE
17502 Gothard

S.E. Corner Of Slater & Gothard
Huntington Beach

(714) 847-4448
Mon-Fri - 8 am-6 pm   Sat. - 8 am-5pm

m  

OIL, LUBE
& FILTER

FUEL INJECTION
SERVICE

RADIATOR
SERVICE

30 / 60 / 90 MILE
SCHEDULED MAINTENANCE

TIMING
BELTS

TRANSMISSION
TUNE-UP

BRAKE
SPECIAL

MAINTENANCE
TUNE-UP

CV
BOOTS

A/C
SERVICE

Starting at

$8995

Plus Parts
6Cyl. & 8 Cyl.
Slightly Higher

4 Cyl.

$6995

2nd Boot Same Axle

$4995

$4495

Replace Fluid
Filter Extra

$8995

4 Cyl.
6Cyl. & 8 Cyl.
Slightly Higher

From

$3995

From

$4495
$2995

Plus Freon
Most Vehicles. Exp. 1-15-08 Most Vehicles. Exp. 1-15-08 Most Vehicles. Exp. 1-15-08

Most Vehicles. Exp. 1-15-08

$1595

Includes Hazardous Waste Fee
10W30 Multi-Viscosity

Most Vehicles. Exp. 1-15-08 Most Vehicles. Exp. 1-15-08

Most Vehicles. Exp. 1-15-08

Most Vehicles. Exp. 1-15-08

Most Vehicles. Exp. Exp. 1-15-08

Most Vehicles. Exp. Exp. 1-15-08

$13995

$6995

Shuttle Service Available

Organic

$8995
Semi-Metallic

From

Per Axle, Most Cars
* Premium brakes, pads, or shoes
* Rear Disc Extra
* Turn rotors or drums
* Fixed Rotor Extra
* Inspect master cylinder/hoses
* Test Drive vehicle
* Semi-Metallic Pads Extra

INCLUDES:
* Engine Tune-Up
* New Spark Plugs
* Tire Rotation
* Oil Change w/Filter
* New PCV Valve

* Cooling System
* New Air Filter
* Transmission Service
* Clean & Adjust Rear Brakes
* Check Belts & Hoses

4 Cyl.
6 Cyl & 8 Cyl Slightly Higher

SERVICINGSERVICING

HUNTINGTON BEACH HUNTINGTON BEACH 

SINCE 1981SINCE 1981
Brakes Are Our Specialty

Gothard

Beach

Goldenwest

Talbert

Slater

Warner

By ERIKKA INNES
OC Voice Staff Writer

Costa Mesa resident Sue Paine plans 
to usher in a new kind of rock n’ roll 
with her debut album ‘Love Should Be 

Easy’, something she 
calls organic eclectic 
rock. It’s a sound that 
combines adult con-
temporary, folk pop, 
and a light sprinkling 
of blues, big band, 
and country. Another 
key feature of Paine’s 
sound is her singing 
voice. Soft, yet pow-
erful and expressive, 
it lends her music an 
emotionally driven 
feel. 

Paine has been 
musical all of her life. 
Her parents were mu-
sicians, and she grew 
up being classically 
trained to play violin, 
flute, and piano. At 
home, her mother taught her to sing. As a teen-
ager, she discovered the guitar. It was the first 
instrument she taught herself to play. “I picked 
up the guitar, I taught myself and I started writ-
ing songs almost instantly. That was the vehicle 
for my voice. It was very natural for me and I’ve 
never stopped since,” Paine said.

While Paine uses other musicians to form 

a backup band for her songs, she writes all the 
music and lyrics herself. Paine said her main 
inspiration for songs is her emotions. “My emo-
tions will trigger my songs.” Her inspiration 
seems to be working – last year Paine was asked 
to contribute four songs to the independent 
film “Young, Single & Angry.” These songs 

are available on the 
soundtrack CD for 
the film (same title 
as the film itself) at 
CDBaby.com.

Recently Paine 
signed a distribution 
deal for her debut 
album “Love Should 
Be Easy”, with Nova 
Tunes, which she’s ex-
cited about. “I’m hop-
ing that will give me 
the exposure needed 
to do a national tour,” 
she said. In the mean-
time, Paine plans to 
continue performing 
all around the L.A. 
area. If you’re inter-
ested in finding out 
more about Paine and more about Paine and 

her music, go to www.suepaine.com. You can her music, go to www.suepaine.com. You can 
also listen to a few samples of her work on www.also listen to a few samples of her work on www.
myspace.com/suepaine1.myspace.com/suepaine1.

Erikka Innes is a standup comedian,
freelance journalist and humor writer.
Her web-site is www.erikkainnes.com.

By SAM F. WIDA

As various economic problems 
spread through Orange County 
many people are finding them-

selves either in danger of losing their 
jobs or simply out of work. They are 
also finding that they must decide 
whether or not to roll over their com-
pany retirement funds.

With all the clients I have advised 
on this matter my advice has always 
been the same: if you leave the retire-
ment money leaves with you. Roll it 
over. Do it quickly, do it right and 
make it profitable.

Being separated from your com-
pany means being separated from 
control of your funds. If the com-
pany goes bankrupt, merges or is 
acquired or runs into legal troubles 
your retirement funds could be badly 
snarled in red tape and restrictions. 
This could prevent you from making 
timely changes to protect your invest-
ments. Even if the company remains 
intact and untroubled there can be 
problems. If your company offers 
retirement choices through a particu-
lar mutual fund or decides to switch 
that fund for another, your retirement 
money may be frozen during the tran-
sition period, depriving you of the 
chance to change your investments. 

It could also automatically send your 
funds into a low yielding money mar-
ket fund or present you with new in-
vestment choices you don’t like.

Another reason to roll over your 
money is to get more investment 
choices. Companies must bear the cost 
of retirement plans and they typically 
seek to save money by reducing the 
number of investment options avail-
able. A rollover IRA offers thousands 
of different choices among numer-
ous investment options. In addition 
to conventional investments you can 
even buy gold coins and real estate.

Diversification is the key to suc-
cessful investing and having many 
choices for real diversification. Lastly, 
a rollover to an IRA can get you in-
vestment help not available through a 
company plan.

Companies seldom offer invest-
ment advice. Doing this increases their 
costs and subject them to legal liability 
if your investments fare poorly. They 
offer no guidance on the soundness of 
your investments or what opportuni-
ties there are for you. If you want help 
it will have to come from outside.

 The first thing to do is to decide 
which institution you would like 
to receive your funds (they must be 
held at a financial institution) and 
what kind of help that institution can 
provide you. You can choose a bank, 

brokerage or other kind of qualified 
financial institution. Your choice is 
largely determined by how much help 
you want and what kinds of services 
are offered.

To receive the rollover you will 
want to establish a self-directed IRA. 
This kind of account allows you to 
roll over your retirement funds to 
a new custodian while maintaining 
their tax deferred status. It also allows 
you to personally direct and control 
the funds.

Once the account is established 
you are ready for the rollover. You 
will request a lump sum distribution 
by direct transfer. This means that all 
your retirement funds will keave the 
old company at one time and be sent 
directly to the custodian of your new 
IRA. Usually a company will do this 
by sending a cheque to you made out 
to your new custodian and naming 
you as the beneficiary. It reads some-
thing like this: “$10,000 payable to 
the XYZ brokerage, For the Benefit 
(FBO) of John Jones.” Even though 
you received a cheque you have not 
actually received your rollover funds. 
The custodian has received the money 
for you.

The worst way to receive your 
funds is in the form of a taxable distri-
bution. A distribution occurs when-
ever money is sent from a tax deferred 

account directly to you in your name. 
In this case you will have 60 days to 
rollover all the dollars to a new custo-
dian or the entire amount is added to 
your total current income and subject 
to tax. In addition, if you are not yet 
59 1/2, or meet a few exceptions, there 
will be a 10% federal early withdrawal 
penalty based on the total amount of 
the distribution.

It gets worse. Federal law requires 
your former employer to automati-
cally withhold 20% of the entire dis-
tribution as a prepayment on your 
income taxes. $10,000 sent to you 
on a distribution will be only $8,000. 
To avoid taxes and penalties, how-
ever, you would have to send the full 
$10,000 to your new custodian, even 
if you have to pay the $2,000 differ-
ence from your own pocket.

Moving quickly and being careful 
are essential for a successful rollover. 
But you want to do it profitably as 
well. In my next article I will show 
you how to make your rollover as 
profitable as it can be.

Sam F. Wida, a local financial and tax 
advisor, specializes in retirement roll-
over, financial planning and personal 
and small business income taxes. Ini-
tial consultations are free. Phone: 
714-375-0028. Office: 16152 Beach 
Blvd #271 Huntington Beach.

Retirement Rollover
Do it Right, Do it Quick, Make it Profitable

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

W H O ’ S  O N  S T A G E?

Sue Paine
Costa Mesa girl creates new rock n’ roll



By JOE SHAW
OC Voice Columnist

This month, we’re going to take some 
time off from the “la gente unidos 
jamas seran vencidos,” “no justice, 

no peace” tone around here. It’s not like 
you’re really gonna miss another one of 
my wonk-y transportation or urban plan-
ning pieces. A guy’s gotta have a little fun 
sometimes, right?

The editors were reluctant, and in fact 
dismissive, but this month I’m pouring on 
the overhyped, banal, Hollywood-style, 
breathless delivery, Entertainment Weekly 
style end-of–the-year 2007’s top ten events 
of Huntington Beach column. Whew, that 
was a mouthful. (And a run-on sentence.)

So with no further ado… here they 
are—the top ten Huntington Beach events 
of 2007!

#10: Foolish HB Citizens Vote for the 
Wrong Joe

Oh, wait, sorry, that was last year. My 
bad.

#9: School District Looks to Sell Off 
School Sites

But wait, senior center proponents said 
they weren’t for sale. Oh well, everything 
they said about the sports complex was 
true.

  #8: You Know, You’re Right, They’re 
Isn’t Enough Money in Politics

Huntington Beach, home to two feloni-
ous mayors in the last seven years, considers 
a proposal to raise campaign contributions 
from $300 to $500, proposed by Council-
man Don Hansen. 

# 7: They’ll Neuter My Dog When 
They Pry My Cold, Dead 
Fingers…uh, forget that 
thought.

HB city council mem-
bers learned an important 
lesson: Don’t mess with 
people’s dogs. Like a bunch 
of snarling pit bulls in a 
white supremacist’s back-
yard, the anti-spay and neu-
ter crowd amply displayed 
the depth of their anger at the thought of 
HB’s nanny state politicians giving a crap 
about the plight of abandoned and abused 
dogs and cats.

#6: Surf City Nights Proves That People 
Don’t Want to Come Downtown.

What were you thinking?
#5: They’re Closing Dog Beach!
Uh, for the 100th time, no, they’re not.
#4: Huntington Beach Jumps on the Al 

Gore Bandwagon
In a surprise move, the Huntington 

Beach City Council signed on to the U.S. 
Mayor’s Climate Protection Agreement, 
joining those bastions of “librulism,” Irvine 
and Santa Ana, as the only Orange County 
cities to adopt the nationwide global warm-
ing pact. Later that evening, Satan bought a 
Cold Stone Creamery franchise.

#3: Not Fresh or Easy, Still No Tesco
I have to admit I’m a bit of an Anglophile. 

I like British things, I don’t know why; they 
kicked my people out more than 300 years 
ago. So I was kinda excited about the British 
food conglomerate’s roll-out in the U.S. in-
cluding a store on Beach Boulevard. It’s been 
much hyped (especially by me on my blog, 
every other post is Tesco this and Tesco that). 
The Huntington Beach Fresh & Easy store 
was supposed to be one of the first to open in 
Southern California. Alas, October and No-
vember rolled by and while six Fresh & Easy 
supermarkets opened around the southland 

to rave reviews and long lines, all we got is a 
half converted Good Guys storefront with a 
knackered, tatty-looking Fresh & Easy ban-
ner on it. (Catch the British slang there?) 
Must we always be the redheaded stepchild? 
Update: there’s still hope! Construction has 
sped up, could be we’ll have a Fresh&Easy 
by late December, early January.

#2: A Load of Bull
In what has to go down as one of the 

top PR stunts of the year, month, well, week 
anyway, flacks from the OC County Fair and 
the US Open of Surfing persuaded the city to 
let some cowboys yippie-ti-yi-yay 100 cows 
down the beach from Goldenwest to the HB 
Pier. You see, the theme of the OC County 
Fair was Cow-A-Bunga, get it? 

#1: We’re All Nude
There once was a fellow on Walnut,
Who lounged naked all day in his hut,
The hut it was raided,
And a law was created

To prevent tourists from 
seeing a butt!

Yes, in July 2007, a me-
dia circus surrounded the 
Huntington Beach City 
Council as they tried make 
a law to stem the epidemic 
of nude sunbathers, er, wait, 
no, just this one guy who 
lived down on Walnut, who 
was sitting on his patio in 

the buff. A law was passed, but Mayor Gil 
Coerper wanted to include a ban on surfers 
changing under their towels on the streets, 
which led to this immortal HB City Council 
exchange between Coerper and Mayor Pro 
Tem Debbie Cook:

Debbie Cook: “You can’t see someone 
changing under a towel. They’re not pub-
licly nude.” 

Coerper: “They’re nude under the 
towel.”

Cook: “Under our clothes, we’re all 
nude.”

And with that, so ends 2007. I’ll leave 
you with this little ditty from Dolly Parton 
which sums up the year in HB quite nicely, 
thank you.

“It’s just a little bitty pissant country 
place, nothin’ much to see 

No drinking allowed, we get a nice quiet 
crowd, plain as it can be

It’s just a piddly squatin no time country 
place, nothin’ to hide at all 

Just lots of good will, and maybe one 
small thrill, but there’s nothin’ dirty goin’ 
on.”

Joe Shaw authors his own blog,
“ G r e e t i n g s  f r o m  D o w n t o w n
Huntington Beach” at http://hb-
downtown.typepad.com/ and cur-
rently serves on the HB City Planning
Commission.

HB Top Ten 
for 2007
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‘Under
our clothes, 

we’re all
nude.’

By DEBBIE COOK
OC Voice Guest Columnist

Conversations about “alternative” energy 
are apt to evoke strong emotion. Energy 
is the original currency, perhaps the most 

fundamental ingredient of the universe. Without 
it, life would not exist. Without adequate quan-
tities, societies collapse.  Perhaps our emotion 
comes from a realization that our future depends 
upon us “getting it right.” So far, we have not.

Fossil fuels have been millions of years in 
the making.  They were an energy booty left 
by the gods.  High quality, inexpensive, and 
fantastically abundant, they have provided not 
only transportation fuels but feedstock for our 
modern life styles: fertilizers, pesticides, phar-
maceuticals, plastics, and electricity generation 
to name a few.  For a century we have consumed 
these resources as if they were limitless. The 
reality is we are now realizing that peak oil pro-
duction is not only limited by the geology but 
by geopolitics, technological limitations, and 
growing worldwide competition. 

As oil approaches $100 per barrel, we have 
become only too willing to embrace any and all 
technical “solutions” so long as they arrive, “just 
in time.” And the media has been happy to cover 
each exciting new “breakthrough” as if it were 
the premier of a new Hollywood blockbuster.

Every alternative has its cheerleaders and de-
tractors. For decades the hydrogen cheerleaders 
have promised theirs would be the “energy of the 
future.” We have waited so long it is no wonder 
that the detractors often add, “And it always 
will be.”  The challenges are daunting:  from 
developing the promised renewable “source” 
to produce the hydrogen (it is currently made 

from fossil fuels), to building a workable delivery 
system (there are 167,000 gasoline outlets in the 
US), to significantly reducing the costs (current 
fuel cell vehicles exceed $1 million each).  It is a 
debate that rages in articles and on the internet 
ad nauseum (see: http://www.oilcrisis.com/hy-
drogen/crea.htm). I see no benefit in piling on 
here. By any measure, Hydrogen is far from 
being ready for prime time.

In the meanwhile, Americans merrily con-
sume 136 billion gallons of gasoline and 43 
billion gallons of diesel each year while demon-
strating no intentions of letting up on the gas 
peddle. And if anyone believes that hydrogen, or 
any other technology, will come anywhere close 
to filling the energy gap created by declining 
oil supplies, they are in for a rude awakening.  
What most Americans do not understand is that 
the energy of the future will be of lesser quality 
and quantity. 

Transitioning away from fossil-fuel based re-
sources is going to require incredible investment 
in research and development, commitments by 
government for the development of sound poli-
cies, and an understanding by all members of 
society that changes in behavior are ultimately 
the final frontier. At this juncture, we need an 
enlightened media and government leaders 
that will provide the proper context, analysis, 
and understanding of our energy choices so 
that Americans are better able to respond and 
prepare for an energy future that is knocking 
at our door.

Debbie Cook is Mayor Pro-tem for Hunting-
ton Beach and is widely known as an expert 
on oil related issues. For more information: 
http://web.mac.com/energyinfo 

By STATE SENATOR TOM HARMAN
OC Voice Guest Columnist

I recently toured the National Fuel Cell Re-
search Center (“NFCRC”) at the University 
of California, Irvine.  This facility, under the 

direction of Dr. Scott Samuelson, is the leading 
fuel cell research facility in the United Sates.  
My visit provided me with valuable insight 
into the future promise of fuel cell technology.  
The widespread availability of this technology 
in the future would greatly benefit California’s 
economic vitality and help it become energy 
independent.

All of us agree on the importance of finding 
ways to increase our energy supply to maintain 
California’s economic health 
and stability.  California is faced 
with an ever growing popula-
tion, increased electricity con-
sumption and possible climate 
change problems. The increase 
in the state’s population and 
electricity usage are outpac-
ing our capacity to produce 
electricity.  We urgently need 
to develop alternative sources 
of electrical energy.  

Another issue facing the 
state stems from the fact that 
we have been importing 16% 
of our electricity from out-of-
state coal-fired power plants.  
This year however, the Public 
Utilities Commission banned 
the purchase of electricity from coal-fired power 
plants as part of the state’s fight against global 
warming.  As a result, the state will need to 
identify affordable and clean forms of alternative 
energy to replace the 16% of its electricity supply 
currently produced by coal-fired plants.  Energy 
from fuel cells may be one solution to help ad-
dress this growing demand for clean energy.

Today, most of California’s electricity is 
produced by a process known as “central gen-
eration.”  Power is generated in a large plant 
and electricity is transmitted through the power 
grid to commercial and residential consumers. 
Central generation begins by extracting heat 
from fossil fuels through combustion, convert-
ing that heat into mechanical energy, and finally 
transforming the mechanical energy into electri-
cal energy.  A major drawback to this system of 
energy production however, is that it operates 

at only 30% efficiency.  
On the other hand, fuel cell technology 

directly converts chemical energy into electri-
cal energy through a process known as “reverse 
hydrolysis.” This system of energy production 
uses hydrogen, derived from natural gas.  The 
natural gas is converted directly into electri-
cal energy, thereby eliminating the need for 
combustion, and leaving water and heat as the 
only byproducts.  This process produces energy 
at an overall efficiency exceeding 80%, and is 
environmentally friendly, producing virtually 
zero pollutants.

Today, fuel cells are being used in station-
ary power applications to provide electricity to 
homes and offices.  In the 1990s, a major hotel in 

Irvine installed a fuel cell which 
provided electrical energy to the 
hotel and the heat generated by 
the fuel cell was used to power 
the hotel’s cooling system. 
Fuel cells are also being used 
in space shuttles, cars, trucks 
and laptop computers.  In the 
near future, Californians may 
be able to purchase fuel cells 
for use in their homes. Fuel cell 
technology has the potential to 
reduce pollution, lessen energy 
costs to consumers and decrease 
American reliance on foreign 
sources of oil.

The National Fuel Cell Re-
search Center at UCI is an in-
ternationally recognized leader 

in advancing innovative developments with 
respect to fuel cells. It focuses its activities on 
research, development and the demonstration of 
fuel cell technology.  Additionally, the NFCRC 
is serving as a bridge between the university 
and industry for the purpose of improving its 
research and working towards the large scale 
deployment of fuel cell technology.  

We are indeed fortunate to have this fuel cell 
research and development facility right here in 
Orange County at the University of California, 
Irvine. The research being conducted under Dr. 
Samuelson’s leadership will prove invaluable to 
businesses and communities in California as well 
as the rest of the world.

State Senator Tom Harman represents Costa 
Mesa and Huntington Beach.

Nothin’ dirty goin’ on

UCI Advancing Solutions for 
California’s Energy Woes

Behavior Change is the Best 
Alternative to Oil

Fuel Cell

WWW.OCVOICE.COM
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BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY   (714) 656-3607

SHAPIN & BUCHANAN
Social Security Attorneys

Free consultation! No fee unless you win!

(714) 567-01882000 E. 4th Street, St. #120
Santa Ana, Ca. 92705

R.C.I.
Roofi ng & Construction Co., Inc.
Residential  Commercial  Industrial
Specializing in all types of Roofi ng, Repairs, Fencing, Fencing 
Repairs, Decking & Coatings

(949) 650-1079
Lic. B & C - 39

704392

Construction 
with integrity

 

Dilday Brothers
Funeral Directors

Funerals, Cremations and Burials
* Advance Planning * Own and Operate Crematory

* Serving All Faiths and Cemetaries

17911 Beach Blvd., Huntington Beach, CA 92647

(714) 842-7771
Visit us online at: www.dildaybrothers.com

Simple Tribute®

FD 1193

CARING FOR PEOPLE * MAKING A DIFFERENCE
* Member of the CA Hospice & Pallative Care Association

* Proud Volunteer of the Huntington Beach Senior Services 
Senior’s Outreach Center

2850 Harbor Blvd.
Costa Mesa, CA  92626
www.connellnissan.com

CONNELL
(714) 444-4220

Cell (949) 257-8302
Fax (714) 434-6279

E-mail: Ranauro@aol.com

MARK RANAURO
Executive Manager

SHIFT
ISLAND OF KAUAI 

Starting at $150 per night for two persons, house includes: 

4bd, loft, 2&1/2 bath, basic cable TV, ethernet-internet, phone, 

DVD, CD, radio, fully equipped kitchen. Sleeps up to 10.

$85 per night studio includes: loft with Cal King bed, Queen 

Futon bed, full kitchen, full bath, basic cable TV, ethernet-

internet, phone, DVD, CD, radio. Sleeps up to 4.

Ask for subscriber discount! 

KALAHEO VACATION RENTALS

Call Cherene @ 1-808-346-9622 or email cjbhardesty@yahoo.com

By ANNE HOGAN-SHERESHEVSKY
OC Voice Columnist
 

Several seniors of Costa Mesa have unit-
ed to make Christmas special for four 
young military personnel. 

On Nov. 10, a crew of volunteers, under 
the leadership of Mary Anne Bane, joined forc-
es in Costa Mesa’s Bethel Towers Retirement 
Home’s Social Hall, which the Tower’s Ad-
ministrator Don Wildeman allowed the group 
to use as their venue for the packing job.

With Bane were Jeannine Chun, Nancy 
Crutcher, Mary French, Helen Miller, Louise 
Mallete, Jane Ramirez, Sumi Takeda, and their 

“male mascot” Bob Brown. Jim White, though 
not present, sent over his homemade oatmeal 
cookies for all to enjoy as they worked.

The recipients of the fruits of their efforts 
are four military men: Michael Rufflo, Cpl. 
Markus Hartman, PFC Denny Sutherland and 
Chaplain Major Lou Del Tufo.

This project was coordinated and executed 
by the seniors themselves, and was not spon-
sored by the Senior Center.

Though invited, the reporter from the Daily 
Pilot did not appear, so I decided to do the 
honor of covering this event, as I feel that this 
project deserved both coverage and apprecia-
tion. To contribute to the energy level, I also 

brought some pomegranate-blueberry juice 
and mini cheese snacks.

We want to thank all the generous donors of 
items suggested: soup, socks, jerky, candy, even 
comic strips and a copy of a local paper. There 
was, of course, Christmas cards in each box. 

Without the help of Bob Brown, we females 
could not have piled those four hefty boxes into 
Chun’s volunteered van. The packages were 
then taken to a UPS store in the Courtyards, 
where the personnel graciously finished taping 
and stamping the boxes that were to be sent to 
these men serving in Iraq and Afghanistan (via 
Virginia first).

A big “Thank You!” to Mary Anne Bane, 

whose apartment had been looking like a “food 
bank” during the collection of all these gift 
items weeks before. This is the third year that 
senior volunteers have been sending care pack-
ages to our soldiers in the field.

We also thank all the Bethel Towers seniors 
who were so generous, and all the seniors who 
gave financial support toward this worthy 
cause. Hopefully these boxes will be received 
by Christmas, and we will hear from the boys 
that everything arrived in good shape.

An anonymous donor, so enamored by the 
courage and dedication of our soldiers, felt 
moved to donate the postage that was required 
on each box.              hogan41@sbcglobal.net

Military Care Packages From Costa Mesa Seniors

Advertise in the 
Orange Coast Voice

(714) 656-3607



12 / DECEMBER 2007 / THE ORANGE COAST VOICE


