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Hearthside Homes CEO Ed-
ward Mountford angrily de-
nied reports that the company 

had uncovered 87 ancient Native 
American burial remains since break-
ing ground in June of 2006 on its 
planned 356 unit Brightwater hous-
ing project or had failed to report 
them the Orange County Coroner’s 
office in a manner required by Cali-
fornia law.

Brightwater is on 105.3 acres of 
land on the upper bench of the Bolsa 
Chica Mesa in Huntington Beach. 

“It was all reported on time, ac-
cording to the regulations,” Mount-
ford told the Voice.

Mountford’s denial came despite a 
leaked company memo showing that 
87 “human bone concentrations” 
along with 4,217 artifacts, some of 
which were directly associated with 
the burials, were uncovered “during 
the grading monitoring” on a 11.8 
acre section of the Hearthside prop-
erty known as ORA-83. 

The memo was first revealed by 
Flossie Horgan, Executive Director 
of the Bolsa Chica Land Trust, a lo-
cally based group dedicated to restor-
ing the Bolsa Chica wetlands. Even 
with the memo, however, it is still not 
clear if the remains were reported to 
the coroner or not; presumably, the 
coroner may have had the informa-
tion but failed to report it to the Na-

tive American Heritage Commission 
within 24 hours as required by law.

Ancient History
Artifacts associated with the buri-

als included cog stones, small circular 
shaped stones with notches or cogs 
carved around the parameter that 
served a religious purpose. Over 400 
cog stones have been discovered at 

ORA-83. 
Dating back 8,500 years, ORA-

83 was part of a village that once 
straddled the Santa Ana River when 
it flowed through the Bolsa Chica 
and Huntington Beach mesas. The 
descendents of these coastal people 
are the Tongva and the Acjache-
men, also known by their mission-

era designations of Gabrieleño and
Juaneño, respectively.

Anthony Morales, Tribal Chair-
person of the Tongva Tribe of San 
Gabriel and the present Native Amer-
ican monitor or “Most Likely De-
scendant” (MLD) for ORA-83 said, 
“That whole area was a major village, 
[with] a high concentration of every-
day life activity.” The Tongva consider 
their site “very spiritual, very signifi-
cant and very sacred,” he said.

According to Professor of Anthro-
pology Pat Martz, the distinctive cog 
stones, which archaeologists believe 
were distributed throughout coastal 
California, “probably originated at 
this site. Most of the cog stones are 
found along the [Santa Ana] River 
and as far as Nevada.”

Martz says that ORA-83 is the 
only site—worldwide—that has pro-
duced so many cog stones. “It was a 
ritual site of an unknown religion that 
we don’t know anything about,” she 
says. 

“Some Native American people 
say [these stones] were probably 
placed on the site as a star map,” said 
Martz. “The site may have astronomi-
cal significance as well,” she adds.

An Oct. 2005 Coastal Commis-
sion report points out that some 
scientists and Native Americans, in-
cluding archeologists, the director 
of the Griffith Observatory and the 
International Indian Treaty Council 
cited ORA-83’s potential archaeoas-
tronomical significance in joining the 

By JOHN EARL
OC Voice Editor

As a candidate for governor, 
Arnold Schwarzenegger pro-
claimed “I don’t need to take 

any [campaign contribution] money 
from anybody else; I have plenty of 
money myself.”

And he warned that, “Any of those 
kinds of real, big, powerful special in-
terests, if you take money from them, 
you owe them something.”

Five years later, Governor Schwar-
zenegger has collected over $124 
million in campaign contributions 
from special interest groups, the larg-
est chunk, over $20 million, coming 
from real estate, development and 
construction concerns, according to 
ArnoldWatch.org. And critics say he 
has served the needs of corporations 
over the needs of the people. 

While cynics, who lament the loss 

New Column:
Vern Nelson’s 
Tipping Point
See Page 10

of “one person one vote” to “one 
dollar one vote,” caused by corpo-
rate donors and PACS, and call for 
public financing of campaigns as a 
solution, Huntington Beach Coun-
cilmember Don Hansen and some 
of his colleague’s think they have a 
better idea: allow 
unlimited indi-
vidual campaign 
contributions to 
city council can-
didates.

Last August, 
Hansen pro-
posed increas-
ing the current 
$300 limit to $500 retroactively, but 
removed the latter part when skep-
tics objected that past limit violations 
could be covered up. A subcommittee 
was then formed to study the overall 
issue of campaign regulation reform 
and to make recommendations to the 
city council at a later date, which it 

did at a March 17 study session.
Hansen chaired the committee and 

councilmembers Cathy Green and Jill 
Hardy joined him along with several 
H.B. residents. The committee met 5 
times and reviewed campaign regula-
tions for 7 other Orange County cit-

ies and the State. 
Two main 

issues remain 
unsettled: spend-
ing limits and 
whether to re-
dact personal ad-
dress information 
from electronic 
(Internet) filings 

of candidates’ financial contribution 
updates.

How Much is Enough?
Several proposals for campaign 

contributions are on the table: keep 
the current $300 individual limit, raise 
it to $420, or to the $3,000 limit that 
applies to state wide political races or 

remove all limits.
Hansen criticized “third party in-

dependent money” that he said “has 
completely taken over the process,” 
but his voice  trembled with resent-
ment toward labor unions “who rely 
on votes of this council to get their 
pay raises,” although he received an 
endorsement and a $300 contribu-
tion from the city’s police union in 
the 2004 election.

Speaking from direct experience, 
Hansen complained that, “It’s hard to 
come back when you are hamstrung 
with a $300 limit and the other side 
can spend hundreds of thousands of 
dollars unrestrained.” 

But Mayor Pro-tem Keith Bohr 
doesn’t feel so hamstrung and wants 
to keep the $300 limit, and Mayor 
Debbie Cook even said she preferred 
a $100 limit.

“I stand unconvinced,” Bohr said, 
pointing out that $250,000, not in-

 

See BURIAL GROUND, Page 5
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‘It’s hard to come back 
when you are hamstrung 

with a $300 limit and 
the other side can spend 
hundreds of thousands of 

dollars unrestrained.’
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The Orange Coast Voice encourages letters 
to the editor and will attempt to print 
all those received. However, due to space 
constraints, letters are subject to editing. 
All letters must include the author’s name, 
address and phone number for verification 
purposes. Letters can be electronically sent to
letters@ocvoice.com, or mailed directly 
to: Orange Coast Voice,  419 Main 
Street, #209, Huntington Beach,
California, 92648.

Cook is alarming, disarming
Oh my! Debbie Cook! Her candor [“Is 

Dana Cooked?”, March 2008] is all at once 
alarming and disarming. Her frankness edgy 
and innocent. She does not suffer fools and 
foolishness well. She is not yet the seasoned, 
polished politician we’ve all come to know 
(and loathe) from both sides of the aisle.

Perhaps she is simply ... genuine. So rare 
a commodity in politics anymore that we are 
taken aback when confronted by it. Made me a 
bit uneasy. My trust level is a bit low of late.

Candid, frank, intelligent, genuine. I think 
I can live with all of those when compared to 
their opposites. 

Merle Moshiri
Huntington Beach, CA

1933 earthquake
The 1933 Earthquake was a doozie. We 

lived in the Wilshire District of LA when the 
quake struck. It seemed like it would never stop 
shaking. Since we were from Nebraska and our 
first earthquake mama, my brother, my twin 
sister and I ran outside and stood under the 
telephone wires and others. When my father 
got home he was concerned about his oil well 
on Signal Hill in LB so he piled the family 
into the car and drove down to Signal Hill. It 
wasn’t an easy drive because there was a lack 
of lighting, signals weren’t working and police 
were trying to keep people who didn’t live in 
LB out. LB  was like a war zone. Complete 
devastation, buildings were in rubbles, no 
street lights and my memories are everything 

being deathly quiet and the people were 
walking in the dark silently up Signal Hill with 
mattresses on their backs because they feared 
a tsunami. The tsunami never came which 
was lucky for LB residents and a family from 
Nebraska. My father’s oil well was pumping 
away unfazed by the shaking.

The epicenter of the quake was in HB.
Eileen Murphy

Huntington Beach, CA

What torture means to me
What torture means to me:
* Stretching of limbs or body parts beyond 

endurance to the point of physical pain.
* Slivers  inserted  under  nails  or  into 

otherbody parts.
* Broken / dislocated  bones,  blood  loss 

caused by beatings.
* Exposing body to extreme heat/cold (i.e.,. 

burns/freezing).
* Intentional starvation, dehydration, force 

feeding foreign materials.
* Environmental issues. Human response to 

temperature, audio-visual senses should not be 
subjected to or exceed limits normally endured 
by human life.

My interpretation of “water boarding” 
would be “brain washing” in reverse, wherein 
information is extracted from rather than 
imposed upon the subject. In both cases, only 
mental faculties are impacted. Torture? Not 
likely.

It certainly beats the past administration's 
effort to define the meaning of “is.”!!!

F. J. Getz
Huntington Beach, CA

Good samaritans of water?
Poseidon Industries, unable to rely on their 

record in the desalination industry, hired M4 
strategies to convince the public that they 
were a respectable company only interested in 
providing a new source of water to a parched 
community. Their strategy seems akin to 
Scarlett O’Hara’s declaration in Gone with the 
Wind, lie, cheat, steal and do whatever she 
had to further her prosperity. or in the case of 
Huntington Beach, convince the council and 
public that Poseidon was the good Samaritans 
of water and that as long as we gave them our 
ocean to use as a source of water and a disposal 
site for their waste, and our air to use as their 
dump, they would always care for our needs. 

KIDS & TEENS

TRIPLE A RATING SINCE 1991

ThThee
LucrativeLucrative  

  $$  T.V Commercial
T.V Commercial  $$

             $ $  MarketMarket  $$

                                      Needs you!!Needs you!!

(714) 841-3030

3 AGENT SHOWCASE APRIL 19TH & JUNE 7TH
We will prepare you to meet & audition for 3 agents here at the studio

Color headshots done by Jorge Garera. Call for interviews.

Eric (17)
Buena Park

Dodge, Office Max,
6 Commercials

$27,000

Lauren (25)
Los Alamitos

Hostel II, Walk To Remember,
Texas Chainsaw Massacre

$350,000

Phillip (11)
Mission Viejo

Luck Louie
Chevy Commercial

$100,000

Raya (28)
Seal Beach

Feature Film, Plays “Sabrina” 
on Young & Restless

$390,000

Anessa (12)
Huntington Beach

8 Commercials
$19,000+

Joshua (10)
Huntington Beach

4 Commericals
$11,000

Adam (8)
Huntington Beach

Recently Signed
with L.A. Agency

Kolby (14)
Huntington Beach

Recently Signed
with L.A. Agency

Noel G (27)
Garden Grove

CSI Miami, Training Day
Bruce Almighty, Nike Commercial

$750,000+

CHARACTER ACTORS OVER 40 NEEDED

Actors & Models Company
16582 Gothard St., Huntington Beach
(Next to Bookstore)

www.actorsinfonet.com

Best
Workshop

in OC

 Bring some Las Vegas Bring some Las Vegas
   action to    action to YOURYOUR next party! next party!

Craps, Black Jack, Roulette, Paiqow,
Poker, Money Wheel, Slots, DJ,
Live Entertainment, Bartender,

Cocktail Waitress and Specialty Acts

Not valid with other offers
Expires 12/1/08

Not valid with other offers
Expires 12/1/08

Vocal styling of:
    Frank Sinatra
    Tony Bennett
    Elvis Presley
    Dean Martin
    Bobby Darin
    And more! 

Master of Ceremonies
Disc Jockey
Video Jockey
Karaoke Host
Audio-Visual Tech
AV Installations
AV Sales
Lighting

Bruce Pulcini

(714) 536-2080
Bruce_Pulcini@yahoo.com

(714) 625-5343
T_Pulcini@yahoo.com

Tom Pulcini

Contact me & check event date availability
and free consultation!

Contact me & check event date availability
and free consultation!

Live Music & MobileLive Music & Mobile
D.J. EntertainmentD.J. Entertainment

For All Your Important Celebrations

Weddings / Reunions
Corporate Functions

Anniversaries / Retirement Parties
Bar / Bat Mitzvas

Grad Parties / Holidays
House Parties / Fund Raisers

Father and Son duo
Huntington Beach Residents for 35 years 

www.perfect-fx.com

See LETTERS, Page 7

EXPERIENCE ◆ INTEGRITY ◆ COMMUNITY

Have a 401(k) with a previous employer?
Don’t make a mistake that could cost you thousands!

Call for a free brochure and consultation

Over 20 years experience helping you achieve your fi nancial goals

CHARLA KABANA, CFP®

Certifi ed Financial Planner™

           ●  Rollover and Retirement Specialist
           ●  Wealth Management

           ●  Estate Planning

               KABANA FINANCIAL

(714) 969-7100

Sales Person
Needed

The Orange Coast Voice is expanding and needs another 
experienced self-starter who can sell newspaper display advertising 
for generous commissions. Our paper reaches over 45,000 readers 
in Huntington Beach, Costa Mesa, Fountain Valley and Seal Beach. 
Pay is on a commission only basis, but the potential for making 
money is unlimited if you are good at what you do.

Contact us at:

(714) 656-3607
admin@ocvoice.com
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By RASHI KESARWANI
OC Voice Staff Writer

The Costa Mesa City Council 
voted unanimously at its Mar. 4 
meeting to oppose any “physi-

cal or operational expansion” of the 
John Wayne Airport. 

Councilmember Katrina Foley 
introduced the agenda item out of 
concern for the “noise, traffic,  en-
vironmental contamination and con-
tinuing threat to public safety” posed 
by the airport’s proximity to Costa 
Mesa. 

The approved action is intended 
to ensure that the airport does not 
exceed the size and operational ca-
pacity stipulated in the 1985 Settle-
ment Agreement as amended and 
extended through 2015 by the coun-
ty, the city of Newport Beach, the 
Airport Working Group and Stop 
Polluting Our Newport. This agree-
ment established limits for the num-
ber of flight departures, passengers 
and loading bridges. 

“It is imperative John Wayne 
Airport-Orange County (JWAOC ) 
be recognized as permanently con-
strained to its existing legal, envi-
ronmental and physical limitations 
and that the City takes those steps 
it deems necessary to ensure those 
restrictions remain in place in perpe-
tuity,” reads the proposal drafted by 
the city manager’s office.

The proposal is modeled after 
a Council Priority drafted by the 
staff of the city of Newport Beach 
that outlines 5 strategies to limit 
the growth of JWAOC. Recogniz-
ing that the airport cannot meet the 
“near-term or long-term need for air 
transportation for Orange County,” 
the report’s strategies include: hold-
ing Aviation Committee meetings 
monthly, holding joint meetings 
with the Airport Working Group 

(AWG)/Air Fair/Aviation Commit-
tee on a quarterly basis and holding 
Corridor Cities meetings with City 
Managers and City Attorneys ev-
ery other month. The city of Costa 
Mesa would also submit a “Go Lo-
cal” grant application to the Orange 
County Transportation Authority in 
partnership with Newport Beach in 
order to determine the feasibility of 
“effective transportation” for Orange 
County residents to airports besides 

JWAOC. If approved, the “Go Lo-
cal” study would be presented to the 
council by Sept. 2008. 

“We do not have a formalized 
process for meetings with the Air-
port Working Group or Air Fair, 
although many members of council 
have attended those meetings,” said 
City Manager Allan Roeder.  “This 
policy would create the formaliza-
tion of some regular participation 
with those groups,” he added. 

Councilmember Foley said the 
council had an opportunity to give 
the issue a “full-court press.” 

But others disputed the need to 
establish more meetings. Mayor Eric 
Bever said, “...we need to keep John 
Wayne in check,” but added, “I just 
don’t see the value of adding another 
layer of bureaucracy.” 

During the public comments por-
tion of the meeting, a member of the 
Airport Working Group urged the 
council to adopt a policy similar to 
that of Newport Beach. 

A resident from the east side of 
Costa Mesa said he experienced 
problems not only with noise, but 
with traffic and access.

The council voted unanimously 
to send the airport issue to a study 
session where the five strategies out-
lined in the report will receive further 
consideration.  

No to Airport Expansion
Noise, traffic & environment are C.M. City Council concerns

ALL COOKED UP: Teddi Alves protests proposed pet 
ordinance in front of City Hall.

PHOTO BY JOHN EARL

Neuter Law Gets Fixed
H.B. City Council abandons pet protection plan

P  E  T   W  A  R  S

By RASHI KESARWANI
OC Voice Staff Writer

Huntington Beach City Coun-
cil meetings have become the 
site of spirited debate over a 

most unusual topic: the sex organs 
of pets. Should residents be required 
to have their pets spayed or neutered 
and implanted with microchips? Or 
even have to place their business li-
cense number in advertisements if 
they sell their pets commercially? 
After months of heated dispute, the 
answer is a resounding ‘no.’   

During a second reading on Mar. 
17 of a previously passed ordinance, 
the city council voted 7-0 to elimi-
nate the advertising requirement—
and lower the age that triggers a 
higher license fee for unaltered pets 
from 4 to 6 months—from  the latest 
proposal, but to continue allowing 
the county to otherwise set dog and 
cat licensing fees for the city.

The county sets these fees at $23 
for a spayed/neutered dog versus 
$95 for an unaltered dog.   

Mayor Pro Tem Keith Bohr first 
proposed the mandatory spay, neuter 
and microchip law last April with 
an eye towards curbing the cost of 
animal control services. Huntington 
Beach paid $433,000 during fis-
cal year 2006-07 for such services, 
which include protecting public 
health from animal diseases, dog li-
censing, picking up stray or injured 
animals and responding to animal 
nuisance complaints. 

Sterilization, whether mandatory 
or incentivized, is unpopular with 
certain pet owners. Last November, 
when Bohr revised his controver-
sial mandate to an incentive-based 
program with increased license fees 

for owning an unaltered dog or cat 
without a microchip, about 20 pro-
testers gathered outside City Hall. 
Representatives for Pet Owners 
Want Equal Rights, or POWER, 
carried signs that read, “Stop man-

datory snip, clip and microchip” and 
“Stop unfunded mandates.”

After the incentive-based compro-
mise was defeated at a Feb. 2 meet-
ing, Bohr sought on Mar. 3 to require 
pet sellers to display a business license 

number in any advertisements. 
“We went from mandatory spay/

neuter down to this,” said Bohr, who 
told the Voice that he saw the new 
proposal as an effort to discourage 
“hobby or backyard breeders” from 
selling their animals in town, since 
they would need to apply (and pay) 
for a business license in order to le-
gally advertise the sale. 

That version of the ordinance was 
approved by a 4-2 margin at the Feb-
ruary meeting with Councilmembers 
Joe Carchio and Don Hansen voting 
no and Councilmember Cathy Green 
absent from the meeting.

Carchio and Hansen expressed 
concern over the language of the ordi-
nance, which did not explicitly specify 
that people gifting puppies or kittens 
would not be required to obtain a 
business license nor display one in ad-
vertisements. 

City Attorney Jennifer McGrath 
clarified the jurisdiction of the mea-
sure. “There’s no license requirement 
for the giving of those animals,” she 
said. McGrath went on the say that 
non-profit organizations such as Save 
Our Strays have “a different [free] 
business license requirement.”  

Speaking then in support of the 
measure, Councilmember Jill Hardy 
said, “I think all businesses should 
have their business license.” 

Mayor Debbie Cook had refer-
enced the “$300,000 problem” of 
animal control services in explaining 
her support for the measure.  

But outside city hall on Mar. 17 
demonstrators held up signs saying 
“No More Bohr” and “What will 
Debbie Cook up next?” Indicative of 
the rancor of numerous opponents, 
who sometimes en mass opposed ac-
tions that were not being proposed, 

FRIENDLY SKIES?: Costa Mesa City Council wants 
to prevent increased air traffic and pollution at John 
Wayne Airport.

See NEUTER, Page 5
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Make your own 
CARBON-FREE 
ELECTRICITY

SOLAR ELECTRIC SOLUTIONS

We do the rebate paperwork.
CALL FOR A FREE SITE VISIT

(909) 856-6561
sales@eesolar.com

WWW.EESOLAR.COM
Cal. License #827074

Energy
Effi ciency
Solar

Montgomery JewelersMontgomery Jewelers
501 Main Street, #G., Huntington Beach, CA

(714) 374-4517 or (888) 557-4005
www.montgomeryjewelers.com

Open 6 Days

Turn your spring cleaning into Turn your spring cleaning into cash!cash!
We buy old gold, platinum, silver,We buy old gold, platinum, silver,

class rings, broken chains, earrings, watches,class rings, broken chains, earrings, watches,
silverware, coins, dental crownssilverware, coins, dental crowns

INSTANT CASH! FREE QUOTES!INSTANT CASH! FREE QUOTES!

cluding self-loans, was raised by 6 current coun-
cil members in the past two city council elections 
(2004 and 2006). The lowest amount raised by 
a candidate was $17,000, the highest $49,000 
(Councilmember Cathy Green), for a $36,000 
average, he claimed. 

“For a local non-partisan race, I think there 
is plenty of money there,” he said. “I don’t think 
anybody here is going to be influenced by a cou-
ple of $300 checks, but…for a couple of $3,000 
checks they can have a lot of influence.”

Councilmember Green doubted that many 
contributors would increase their check amounts 
even if allowed to. “I can’t imagine anybody giv-
ing $3,000 to a lot of people… If you look at 
ours, there is less than 100 $300 checks any-
how” going to city council candidates.

Green’s own campaign report for just one 
6 month period from July through December 
in the 2006 city council election shows that 55 
percent of a total of 106 contributions she re-
ceived were for $300, for a total of $18,600. 
That amount accounts for 36 percent of a to-
tal of $49,532 raised by her campaign to that 
date.

The importance of even multiple smaller con-
tributions seems clear from Green’s own report, 
but if those contributions come in amounts of 
$3,000 or larger, the effect is even more pro-
nounced.

Green, who voted for the Poseidon Inc. de-
salination plant approved for construction next 
to the AES electrical power plant in southeast 
Huntington Beach, received 16 real estate in-
dustry related contributions of $300 from July 
through December 2006 alone for a total of 
$4,500. 

One of her contributors was a real estate 
PAC associated with the California Association 
of Realtors that also gave over $83,000 to state 
senators, usually in chunks of $3,000 but two 
at over $5,000 and one at $10,000, to support 
Senate Bill 318 that requires an Urban Water 
Management Plan to promote desalinated water 
as a long-term water supply. Tens of thousands 
of dollars were also contributed from other real 
estate sources to state senators who voted on the 
bill, which became law in 2002. 

In 2003 the passage of Proposition 34 imple-
mented a $3,000 limit, adjusted to the Consum-
er Price Index, for state legislative campaigns.

During the short time from Oct. 17, 2004 
through the end of Dec. 2004, Hansen received 
11 contributions of $300 each from real es-
tate interests, including 2 PACS, for a total of 
$3,300. Another $600 came from a local auto 
dealer and an Orange County auto dealer PAC. 
Poseidon Inc. executives contributed $700 to 
Hansen during the same period. On other oc-

casions Hansen received money from the H.B. 
Fire Fighters Association and a PAC for mobile 
home park owners.  

Under Hansen’s proposal for no monetary 
limits, Green and other council members might 
have collected tens of thousands of dollars more 
from powerful real estate interests, an amount 
that local environmentalists could probably nev-
er hope to counter balance.

But Green remained unconcerned. “I don’t 
care about the amount of the money as long as 
we’re consistent,” she said.

Hardy favored an increase to a $420 limit as 
a compromise related to increased postal costs. 
Councilmember Joe Carchio agreed with Han-
sen and Councilmember Gil Coerper leaned in 
favor of no limits

Outside Special Interests
During public comments, H.B. resident 

Larry Gallup objected to city council candidates 
receiving money from outside the city. Again, 
Green was unconcerned. “Generally it’s not 
from outside of the city. A lot of times it’s from 
our parents and brothers and sisters and friends. 

So, I’m not going to get rid of that,” she said.
But 45 percent of Green’s 106 contribu-

tions for the 6 month period were from outside 
of the city, including Utah, Connecticut and 
D.C. and 64 percent of the $300 contributions 
she received were from outsiders. Only one, a 
“Green” listed on Florida Street looked like a 
possible relative.

Outside donors were a big issue for oppo-
nents of Measure E, which was soundly defeated 
in 2004. Measure E was the brainstorm of Or-
ange County Republican Party operative Scott 
Baugh, backed by Congressman Dana Rohra-
bacher, to rid the council of “environmental ex-
tremists,” as he put it to the Los Angeles Times
at the time. 

Measure E would have eliminated the city’s 
at-large elections for city council by cutting the 
number of council members to five, each repre-
senting a separate district. Hansen, who lives in 
southeast Huntington Beach, would have been 
a shoe-in city council candidate for the district 
planned for that area.  

The Times reported that 25 percent of the 

$143,000 raised by Measure E proponents 
came from outside of the city, with huge dona-
tions of up to $10,000 coming Baugh’s business 
clients or friends. 

But the largest cash contributions came from 
the Huntington Beach Police Officers Asso-
ciation, which gave $30,000 for “public safety,” 
and the AES Corp, which runs the antiquated 
electrical generating plant at Newland and Pacif-
ic Coast Highway, and whose owners were up-
set over failed city council attempts to force the 
company to pay property taxes on the facility.

Measure E opponents, who raised only about 
$30,000 but created a broad-based grass-roots 
coalition, prevailed by a landslide with over 63 
percent of the vote.

Hit Pieces and Stalkers
The study committee also took up the issue 

of how to handle political hit pieces tradition-
ally sent out just before election day. Current 
rules require anybody passing out such fliers 
to leave ten copies of each with the city clerk. 
Councilmember Jill Hardy favored reducing the 
number of copies to 1 and otherwise keeping 
the requirement.

One such hit piece, sent out by mobile home 
park owners in the 2006 election, endorsed 
candidates Green and councilmembers Joe Car-
chio and Gil Coerper as protectors against a city 
council that had tried to take away the property 
rights of Main Street residents. The leader of the 
group that produced the filer was Vicky Tally, 
a mobile home park owner who sued over a 
city ordinance that protects the rights of mobile 
home park residents.

Finally, fear of dangerous stalkers persuaded 
all councilmembers except Hansen to support 
redacting the personal information of campaign 
reports made available to the public online. “I’ve 
been to meetings where somebody put bullets 
on the table,” Cook asserted, “... I think that 
kooks should have to jump through extra hoops 
by coming to city hall.” 

But Hansen favored full disclosure as did 
H.B. activist and computer technician Mark 
Bixby, who needs the addresses for “geo-spatial 
analysis” of campaign contributors. He pointed 
out that he already provides unredacted elec-
tronic campaign reports online to over 150 
people. He added that the city clerk can’t ask 
for I.D. from people requesting the documents 
in person and that it would be easier to track a 
stalker from the Internet.

The city attorney will prepare a report on 
all the options discussed by the committee and 
bring it back to the city council for a vote by the 
city council at a future meeting.

Advertise in the
Orange Coast Voice

Isn’t $250,000 Enough?
Campaign reform committee brings proposals forward

Continued from Page 1

NO LIMITS: H.B. Councilmember Don Hansen says more money is 
needed to compete with labor PACs. The city council will consider 
the proposals at a later date.
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the road! With gorgeous
views of the valley below. 

Call Joe for more details at
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Smithsonian Museum and Congressperson Lo-
retta Sanchez in calling for ORA-83 to be listed 
in the Federal Register as a  National Historical 
Site and preserved.

Mountford denies the astronomical impor-
tance of the site, but he acknowledges its over-
all archeological importance, something that 
proponents say is now more evident than ever, 
but that he says is nothing new. “It’s an impor-
tant archeological site that’s been known for 25 
years,” he said.

He refers to Horgan and others as Johnny-
come-latelys. “We got our first permit to do ex-
cavation back in 83 and 84. So this is not news. 
This is Flossie trying to get her name in the pa-
per again.” 

The State Historical Commission nominat-
ed ORA-83 as a National Historical Site, which 
is optional for private landowners, but Mount-
ford said he didn’t remember why Hearthside 
refused it. “Well, it was optional and we just 
decided that it wasn’t appropriate at this time,” 
he recalled.

Corporate Revolt
But federal recognition of the site probably 

would have added momentum to efforts to stop 
development at a time when Hearthside’s par-
ent company, California Coastal Communities, 
needed to get homes online for sale as soon as 
possible to please rebellious stockholders and 
beat a declining housing market.

In a 2006 interview with shareholders.com, 
company president Raymond J. Pacini called the 
Brightwater community “43 percent of our as-
sets from a book value standpoint.” 

Last year, the company cleared $47 mil-
lion in revenues, a $48.7 million decrease from 
2006, primarily due to a decrease in the number 
of new homes built, according to businessweek.
com. 

As for the Brightwater development, Re-
uters reported that the first nine of the 356-
home complex generated $11 million dollars at 
the end of last year. 

Despite its successes, the company has en-
dured charges of self-interested greed from 
some of its shareholders. In a 2006 letter from 
a Connecticut company owning 7.8 percent of 
California Coastal’s stock, shareholders wrote 
that management put “self-interest and personal 
desire” ahead of stockholder interests by award-
ing themselves “an expanded stock-options pro-
gram and by paying million-dollar bonuses to 
executives.” 

Stockholders representing a hedge fund 
wanted to get Brightwater on line faster and 
pressured Pacini to either share the project or sell 
the entire company. But in a subsequent board 
of directors election their faction won only 18 
percent of the vote. 

Pacini told the interviewer that he placated 
the rest of the shareholders by taking out a $125 
million loan in order to pay a special stock divi-
dend of $12.50 a share and minimize the com-
pany’s debt.

When reached by phone for comment, Pa-
cini answered, “Put us on your do-not-call list” 
and hung up.

Cover up?
The OC Register (Feb. 26) also quoted an 

official MLD occasionally appointed to Bright-
water who acknowledged that the 87 bones of 
contention were excavated within the previous 
18 months.

The California Health and Safety Code says 
that the discovery of human remains in any loca-
tion other than a cemetery requires “no further 

and who often characterized the issue as an at-
tack on personal (human) liberty, two public 
speakers claimed, without evidence, that Cook 
had been captured on video saying that “[dog 
and cat] Breeders are butchers.”    

In the face of that continued opposition, and 
due to concerns that the language of the pro-
posed ordinance was unclear or unsafe, the city 
council abandoned its effort to resolve the prob-
lem of unwanted and overpopulated pets.

The revised ordinance will to the agenda for 
a first reading at the next city council meeting.

John Earl also contributed to this report.

Fixed
Continued from Page 3

See BURY MY HEART, Page 12
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GET YOUR SMOG 
CHECK FOR ONLY
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WHEN YOU
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*CA Cert + ETF fee apply. Cash Only
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ACE PET GROOMING MOBILE SERVICES
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We Come To You
 De-Skunking    Nails

 De-Shedding    Glands

 Teeth Cleaning    Ears

 Flea Treatments

A
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By LYN JENSEN
Special to the OC Voice

Frank Rogala had to stop singing when 
he came down with Chronic Fatigue 
Syndrome (CFS) three years ago, one 

of many reasons why he has yet to release 
Crimes Against Nature II, a follow-up to his 
1996 CD, Crimes Against Nature, on which 
he sang women’s songs without changing the 
lyrics.  Although he’d achieved some previous 
recognition on the OC music scene, that CD 
brought him to the forefront of local entertain-
ers who explore bold new paths in music

CFS is sometimes compared to AIDS be-
cause some experts theorize that both involve a 
dysfunctional immune system. CFS is not life-
threatening but left Rogala sometimes wishing 
he were dead. “I feel like someone poured sand 
in my veins and stuffed my brains with cot-
ton,” he describes. “The fatigue, I tell people, 
it’s like, think of the most tired you’ve ever felt, 
then imagine ten times worse, and you still 
won’t get it.”

I tell him I call it “sledgehammer fatigue,” 
a feeling like being hit by a sledgehammer, not 
what skeptics may scoff at with, “I’m tired all 
the time, too,” but a stunning, numbing, dis-
orienting fatigue so severe as to affect vision, 
concentration, and memory. Rogala likens the 
experience of coping with CFS to coming out 
all over again.  

At first doctors merely focused on his sui-
cidal level of depression, giving him various 
medications that at times made things worse.   
Then he read an article about the Treatment 
Center for Chronic Fatigue Syndrome in his 
native Michigan, run by Dr. A. Martin Lern-
er.  When he went to get tested he discovered 
he had all three viruses Lerner believes may 
cause CFS. “And at a high level, too,” Rogala 
recalls. “He got the test back, looked at it and 
said, “You’re in pain.”  I said, “Yeah.”

To continue with treatment, Rogala must 
fly to Michigan every month to get tested at 
Lerner’s in-house lab. The travel and medical 
bills are about $2000 per month. Treatment 
consists of the potentially dangerous anti-viral 
drug Valtrex, being used off-label, meaning, for 
a purpose not approved by the FDA. “But this 
is my fourth good day in a row and [Lerner] 
told me what was going to happen and when,” 
he says over lunch at the Anaheim House of 
Blues. “The first good day I had, I realized, I 
haven’t felt like this in so many years.  This is 
the way I’m supposed to feel. What have been 
enduring all this time?

Rogala has been part of the Orange County 
music scene since he was lead singer for Exude, 
an eighties’ dance-rock band. Exude’s record-
ings from that decade, including sought-after 
collectors’ items, “Boys Just Want to Have Sex” 
and “Play With the Boys,” are now in the pro-
cess of being remixed, archived, and released 

on the Internet by Dean Broderick, an Austra-
lian who bought the rights to the entire Exude 
catalog. “He has the money to have the tapes 
professionally baked,” Rogala explained.

In 1990 Rogala revamped the techno-dance 
of Exude into the grungier NC-17. Filmmaker 
Dov Kelmer documented the band’s struggles 
in Won’t Anybody Listen, a critically acclaimed 

film that, ironically, may have found more suc-
cess in the film industry than Rogala had yet 
found in the music industry.  Released in 2000, 
Anybody Listen played on cable, at many film 
festivals, and a few theaters as well.  

Movie people encouraged Rogala to do an-
other film project.  He optioned the novel Re-
tards, Rebels, and Slackers by Jaina Bell, a dark-
ly comic satire about the inhabitants of a home 
for the developmentally disabled. He retitled 
the project There’s No Place Like a Home, 
because he thought the original title sounded 
too much something S. E. Hinton might write 
for an young-adult male audience.  He hoped 
Oprah Winfrey might play the home’s director, 
and he and the author auditioned actual dis-
abled actors for several supporting roles.

Then things inexplicably soured with 
Bell. “She sent me an e-mail one Christmas 
Eve. She said she thought I would molest de-
velopmentally disabled people because I was 
gay,” he remembers, anger still edging into his 
voice.  

He says she knew he was gay when he op-
tioned the book, “It was only after she signed 
the contract that she came up with this ridicu-
lous story.”  Rogala kept the rights, but if he 
doesn’t get the film green-lighted in the next 
year, it won’t be made at all.    

He returned to the music scene recently 
with “Don’t Cha,” an “out and proud” single 
released on the Internet, where Crimes Against 
Nature and its spin-off Mixes Against Nature 
are also still selling. “Just google my name 
and it’ll come up in CD Baby [and] 50 or 60 
[other] outlets,” he advises.  Before he handed 
the selling of his music over to outlets like CD 
Baby, he had perhaps 20,000 friends and fans 
crowded onto his MySpace page.
“Don’t Cha” is Rogala’s interpretation of a 
Pussycat Dolls’ hit. It was his first attempt 
to do everything himself in his home stu-
dio.  Before he’d relied primarily on the other 
members of Exude and NC-17 to provide his 
musical backing. “I realized I needed to get a 
sense of how to make my records the way I 
wanted to with all this technology,” he says 
of what’s happened since he was last making 
music. He adds that it’s “also the first time 
I’ve done something totally iTunes, CD Baby, 
all the biggest Internet ways of doing music.”     

Jensen worked for Rogala’s band Exude in the 
eighties.

2850 Harbor Blvd.
Costa Mesa, CA  92626
www.connellnissan.com

CONNELL
(714) 444-4220

Cell (949) 257-8302
Fax (714) 434-6279

E-mail: Ranauro@aol.com

MARK RANAURO
Executive Manager

SHIFT

The Tree of Life
Wellness Center
Creating Health and Wealth

714 E. Adams Ave., Suite 205
Huntington Beach, CA 92648

info@energeticsolutions.net
www.TheTreeOfLifeCenter.com

(714) 374-1988

Coming out All Over
O.C. Star battles chronic fatigue and Oprah Winfrey

F R A N K  R O G A L A

FATIGUED BUT NOT DOWN: Frank Rogala’s CD, Crimes Against 
Nature, on which he sang womens’ songs without changing the
lyrics, brought him to the forefront of old/new entertainers.

PHOTO COURTESY OF FRANK ROGALA

www.ocvoice.wordpress.com 
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Anjin
Anjin’s Japanese BBQ may 
be pricey, but well worth the 
investment. A grill-it-yourself 
place that offers prime cuts of 
beef. Order the marbled rib 
eye, short rib or tenderloin. 
The service is very attentive 
Teriyaki and sesame ginger 
sauces are available. Expect 
to pay around $20 per person. 
(ML)
3033 Bristol St., Costa Mesa
(714) 979-6700

Beachberries
The real thing: Frozen yogurt 
that tastes like yogurt. The best 
toppings are available: fresh 
berries, mango, pineapple, 
coconut. Take home contain-
ers for $4.95. Beachberries is 
a local take-off on the wildly 
successful Pinkberries Frozen 
Yogurt in West Hollywood. 
Beachberries is located on PCH 
in the Pierside Pavilion. (JS)
300 Pacific Coast Highway 
#107-B, Huntington Beach
(714) 960-7988

Bodhi Tree Vegetarian Cafe
All food at this Vietnamese/
Chinese style vegetarian café 
is made without any animal 
products. Enjoy a huge as-
sortment of creative seafood, 
meat and poultry dishes, sand-
wiches, soups and delicious 
appetizers made from soy 
bean, bean curd and assorted 
vegetables, and don’t forget 
the best fresh fruit smoothies 
ever. (JE)
501 Main St., Huntington 
Beach
(714) 969-9500

Coach’s Mediterranean 
Grill
This Mediterranean restaurant 
is a jewel in downtown HB. 
Probably one of the top five 
Mediterranean restaurants in 
Orange County, this restaurant 
is a must-try for Mediterranean 
first-timers. You’ll find big por-
tions, great taste and friendly 
service. Try a Gyro Bowl, the 
Dinner for Two, or a Kebab 
plate. The ambience is laid-
back and cozy. (ML)
200 Main St., #105, Hunting-
ton Beach
(714) 969-2233

De Simone Bakery and
Delicatessen
Great sandwiches. Definitely 
try the Cuban, Meatball, Pas-
trami and Italian. The bread 
and other ingredients are all 
fresh. The macaroni salad is 
incredible and the service is 
great. Most sandwiches come 
in 4-, 8- and 16-inch sizes. 
The 8-inch versions are $5. Bit 
bang for your buck. (ML)
6850 Edinger Ave., Hunting-
ton Beach 
(714) 847-0922

Dorias Haus of Pizza
Family-style Italian restau-
rant, with the German name. 
A Costa Mesa institution their 
pizza pie is has a thick crust, 
and crisp yet hearty, gener-
ous and fresh toppings. Pasta 
dinners ranging from lasagna 
to ravioli, and sandwiches 
also. Friendly, and locally 
owned.(DP)
1500 Adams Ave, Costa Mesa
(714) 751-8777

El Chinaco
Skip the two-bit fast food chain 

and hop on down to El Chinaco 
on 19th Street in Costa Mesa, 
and for the same cost relish 
fresh Mexican and El Salvador-
an food, from tacos and tama-
les to pupusas stuffed with the 
meat and vegetables of your 
choice.. (JE)
560 W 19th St #D, Costa 
Mesa

(949) 722-8632

Frank’s Philadelphia
Sandwiches
Frank’s hoagies here are piled 
high with steak, cheese, mush-
rooms, peppers, onions, pizza 
sauce, you name it. An 8-inch 
goes for $6, a 10-inch goes for 
$7.50 and the foot-long is $9. 

Try the Works, a regular cheese 
steak with peppers and mush-
rooms. Awesome. (ML)
2244 Fairview Road, Costa 
Mesa
(949) 722-8725

Gallagher’s Pub
Irish fare with a Californian 
flair. Grab a pint of Guinness 

and order up the excellent 
fish’n’chips, a thicker piece of 
Icelandic cod is a rare find. A 
hip spot on the coast to raise 
a bit of Irish and snack on an 
olde country victual or two. DP)
300 Pacific Coast Highway 
#113,
Downtown Huntington Beach. 
Located on Walnut between 

Main & 3rd
(714) 536-2422

Hashigo Korean Kitchen
A classier nouveau fusion ap-
proach to Korean cuisine, 
featuring the standard Kimchi 
pickled cabbage, Bi Bim Bap, 
tofu stews and amazingly ten-
der barbequed meat of choice. 
Remember the fried banana 
desert with red-bean ice cream! 
(DP)
3033 Bristol St., Suite M, Costa 
Mesa
(714) 557-4911

Kura Sushi
Sushi as fresh as can be. Prices 
vary by plate color, with five 
different colors, priced from 
$1.25-$3.25. There are en-
trees such as chicken teriyaki 
also offered. The candy tuna 
roll, salmon skin hand roll and 
crunchy rolls are good. Definitely
sit close to where the belt is
loaded. (ML)
212 E. 17th St., Costa Mesa
(949) 631-3200

La Fiesta Grill
Rich, hearty and delicious home 
style Mexican food has been 
served here for almost 20 years. 
The Fiesta Grill is not at all South-
western U.S. “TexMex” style, but 
grows more directly from Mexico 
proper. Favorites include the fab-
ulous chicken chimichanga, the 
delux chile relllano and the abso-
lutely delicious tortas, sopes and 
fried fish tacos recently added to 
the menu. Good horchatta too! 
The whole menu is great and rea-
sonably priced. Best to go during 
non peek eating hours because 
the line goes out the door. Eat in 
or take out. (JE & DP).
418 17th St., Huntington 
Beach. (714) 969-7689. 

Pupuseria y Restaurant
San Sivar 
Sustenance with a true Salva-
doran touch. Authentic Central 
American food that brings in the 
expats from way down south. 
Soft cream-sauce baked chicken, 
a tamarind drink to write home 
about, and fried yucca root and 
bananas in addition to the ubiq-
uitous pupusas. (DP)
1940 Harbor Blvd., Costa 
Mesa
(949) 650-2952

Sugar Shack
This HB hotspot has been around 
for more than 30 years. Special-
izing in breakfast and home 
cooked classics like meatloaf 
and turkey dinners. The hash 
browns are excellent; and the 
Wednesday Turkey Dinner spe-
cial is worth the trip. The friendly 
service and great food is com-
plimented by reasonable prices. 
(ML)
213 Main St., Huntington Beach
(714) 536-0355

Thai Wave Restaurant
Sample the Thai taste with the 
Thai Wave Combination plat-
ter: egg rolls, ribs, wontons 
and “naked” shrimp. Tom Yum 
soups and coconut-milk soaked 
curries also tease the senses at 
this local haunt for Southeast 
Asian tastes. Remember the 
Pad Thai and expect to feel that 
the tip is well deserved.(DP)
522 Main St, Huntington 
Beach
(714) 960-0219, (714) 960-0349.

By DAVID L. M. PRESTON
OC Voice Staff Writer

Not being familiar with the culinary scene of Fountain 
Valley, I asked one of my coworkers, who lives 
near that area, what is one of the best restaurants 

to visit. After just 5 seconds of thought she says, “Da Lat 
Bistro. Defi nitely.” That Da Lat is a Vietnamese restaurant, 
and that my coworker is also of that heritage and is a bit 
of a gastronomic expert in her own right, I considered the 
recommendation a serious one.

Now in a large percentage of Orange County all one has 
to do is turn around in a circle and point and there’s a Pho 
place at your beck and call. Pho and Taquería shops are as 
ubiquitous as McDonald’s in the Southland, for which I’m 
thankful. But a good Vietnamese restaurant isn’t limited to 
soup; not by a long shot.

Da Lat is found at the corner of Heil and Brookhurst 
in Fountain Valley, and exudes a subtle classiness. A nice 
place for a fi rst date or a family special occasion (both of 
which, from what I gathered, were occurr.ing during my 
visit). There is a back room with a pool table, and a full 
sit-down bar for the non-diners to enjoy. But the food is 
beautiful. On many levels. 

A quick factoid: Đà Lạt is the name of a town in Central 
Vietnam, from which I assume the restaurant takes its 
name. So the menu is apparently inspired by a more Central 
Vietnamese food style than the supposed spicier preferences 
of the north of the country.

The menu actually gave a slight nod toward the cuisine 
cross-fertilization that that Southeast Asian country had 
with the French. (An inoffensive remnant of colonial 
days one assumes. Better food than guns and economic 
domination.) Among the appetizers were frog leg options! 
Not for all palates, but truly a treat for those with the 
acquired taste-buds. Ếch chiên bơ, fried frog legs in butter 
and garlic, could be ordered for $11.95; or, for a more Asian 
take on the Gallic meat, the Ếch xào lǎn, sautéed frog legs 
with curry and coconut juice, also for $11.95. Along similar 
French lines is a snail meat and pork sausage, Chả Ớc, 
offered for $5.95; as well as pastas and soups that clearly 
give more of a nod to Europe than Asia.

The wonderfully crisp Gỏi cuốn tộm thịt, pork-shrimp 

stuffed spring rolls, $5.95, was a nice start. Served with a 
nước chấm dipping sauce (the vinegary, sweet, clear-orange 
liquid that I savor whenever I go Vietnamese) and greens, 
including the wonderful sharper tasting of the sweet basil 
species, Thai Basil.

For a drink I tried the Pennywort Juice ($2.50), Rau Ma, 
which is in herbal lore supposed to be “good for the blood.” 
Serviced iced with a touch of sugar at the bottom of the 
glass (to be mixed well), it had a cressy-grassy fl avor that 
wasn’t at all unpleasant. A beautiful earthy green. I’d have 
it again, though it really wasn’t anything to write home 
about. Wines, beers, and your normal compliment of sodas 
and such are also available for the less adventuresome.

The grilled chicken or pork rice plate, Cơm gà nướng 
hoặc cơm thịt nướng ($6.50), was a great fi nd. I went 
with the pork, and the mix of tender stir-fried pork with 
spices was next to perfect. Clearly Vietnamese and clearly 
delicious. There are other rice plate and noodle soups (both 
egg and rice noodle options) too many to mention. And 
don’t forget the hot pot (Lấu) options!

Attempting to expand my horizons I ordered the very 
fl avorful, but truly foreign to my tastes, clam/lotus/basil 
leave salad, Gỏi nghêu lá quế ($9.95 for small, $15.95), 
served with nước chấm sauce. The heaping mound of food, 
with a good helping of baby clams, was stunning. And I 
ordered a small. The greens were fresh and the slight chili 
kick was perfect with the delicate clam fl avor. Easily a meal 
in and of itself.

Da Lat is a great example proving that not all 
Vietnamese food is Pho (though all Pho is Vietnamese) 
and that limiting one to the noodle soups is missing a large 
tableaux of sensory experience. Hmm…I’m in the mood for 
pennywort.

For more reviews: www.ocvoice.wordpress.com.

Da Lat Bistro
16525 Brookhurst St.
Fountain Valley, CA 92708
(714) 839-8338

RESTAURANT REVIEW

Dat Lat Bistro
Beautiful food on many levels

RESTAURANT GUIDE

dump, they would always care for our needs. 
They even seem to have our council convinced 
that Huntington Beach residents were similar 
to the children of Algeria sitting on the side of 
the rode with water jugs begging for water, a 
scene visible today as you travel the highway 
leading to the Sahara desert, and that Poseidon 

would be the great and loving provider. They 
so quickly forgot how AES destroyed their 
dreams of tax revenues. 

As you read about M4 Strategies you soon 
realize that most of the values that you and 
I cherish are missing. Gone are the values of 
truth, honesty, forthrightness. M4 Strategies 
are being paid by Poseidon to gain Poseidon 
access to beach front properties and to allow 
them free access to 100,000,000 gallons of 
ocean water each day and to use that ocean as 
a dump for 50,000,000 gallons of their waste. 
Their plan is to sell water at many times the 
price that we pay for water in Huntington 
Beach today. They don’t care if that means 

more developments beyond our roadway ca-
pacity. They are not concerned whether such 
a development is beyond what the environ-
ment can support. They are not concerned that 
Orange County Colorado River water rights 
might be transferred to Las Vegas.They will 
not even pay for the misinformation that their 
advertising machine, M4 Strategies, dissemi-
nates, that will all be passed on to the rate pay-
ers. They are only concerned about their profit. 
The cost of their water and their profit will be 
borne by the people who use their water. When 
private water companies are challenged by rate 
payers in court their costs are just added to the 
price of their water. 

Poseidon and M4 strategies are so lacking 
in moral values that they are not even embar-
rassed that they label the good people of Hun-
tington Beach as NIMBY’s. They are to be 
pitied because they have no understanding of 
what it means to be a person of personal and 
moral integrity. They have no interest in pro-
viding water to a parched community. Their 
greatest ambition as a human being is to make 
a profit.

John Scott
Huntington Beach, CA

Go to www.ocvoice.wordpress.com for the 
full story behind M4.

Letters
Continued from Page 2
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ART
The ARTery. The LAB, 2930 Bristol St., 

Costa Mesa. Call 714-966-6660 for 
program; www.sobeca.net

15 Minutes of Fame: Artists, poets, 
musicians, dancers and the like will 
have 15 minutes on stage to do 
their thing in the living room every 
first Wednesday of the month. To 
sign up, email info@thelab.com.
www.sobeca.net

Fine Arts Gallery. Golden West College, 
15744 Golden West St., Huntington 
Beach. Call for current program. 714-
895-8358 or 714-892-7711, ext. 
51032; www.gwcfineartsgallery.com 

The Huntington Beach Art Center. 
Obsessive Compulsive. Mar. 8 – Apr. 
13; Allied Art Awards, Apr. 7; Spring 
Art Camp, Apr. 10; Creative Visions, 
Apr. 22; Photography & Multimedia 
Exhibition, Apr. 29.  Gallery hours 
Wed. – Sat. 12 p.m. – 6 p.m. Sun. 12 
p.m. – 4 p.m. Closed Mon. and Tues. 
538 Main St., Huntington Beach. Call 
for current program. 714-374-1650. 
http://hbarts.tripod.com/calendar/
mar_cal.htm

 
Windows Gallery.  A broad spectrum 

of artistic vision is represented in 
the works of both amateur and 
professional artists at this gallery 
on the Huntington Beach Central 
Library’s first floor. Open during 
library hours. 7111 Talbert Ave., 
Huntington Beach. 714-842-4481; 
www.hbpl.org 

CLUBS
Beachfront 301. Sports in HD all 

week long and DJ-spun music Fri. 
and Sat., 9 p.m. 301 Main St., 
Huntington Beach. 714-374-3399;
www.Beachfront301.com

Blue Café. Sun.: Mike Malone and 
the Soul Collectors, 2-6 p.m. each 
Sun. 17208 Pacific Coast Hwy., 
Huntington Beach. 562-592-1302; 
www.thebluecafe.com

Chat Noir. This restaurant’s Moulin Rouge 
bar offers live jazz in an elegant 
setting. Tues.: 6 p.m.; Wed.: 7 p.m.; 
Thurs.-Sat.: 8 p.m. 655 Anton Blvd., 
Costa Mesa. 714-557-6647. 

Chronic Cantina. Thurs.: Girls Night 
Out, with DJs spinning music gals 
love, 9 p.m. Free champagne and 
appetizers for ladies from 8-10 p.m. 
1870 Harbor Blvd., Costa Mesa. 949-
646-0227; www.chroniccantina.com  

Club Vegas. Live DJs spin the following: 
Super Estrella Thursdays: Spanish 
Rock, Latin House, Reggaeton, 
English Pop, 9 p.m. Fri; House/Hip 
Hop/Trance, 9 p.m.  Sat; 80s/Hip 
Hop/Rock, 9 p.m., with stage shows 
following at 11 p.m. 1901 Newport 
Blvd., Costa Mesa. 949-548-9500; 
www.clubvegas.us 

Detroit Bar. Resident Live Music Mondays: 
Support live music every Mon. No 
cover. Fri: Dance Music, 9 p.m. Cost: 
$10. 843 W. 19th St., Costa Mesa. 
949-642-0600; www.detroitbar.com

Huntington Beach Beer Co. Brewskies 
and sports events in HD all week 
long, plus DJ-spun dance music 
Thurs.-Sun., 9:30 p.m. 201 Main St., 
Huntington Beach. 714-960-5343; 
www.hbbeerco.com

Johnny’s Saloon. Mon: Industry Night, 9 
p.m. White Trash Wednesdays, 9 p.m. 
Rock & Roll every Thurs. 9 p.m. 17428 
Beach Blvd., Huntington Beach.
714-848-0676.

Kitsch Bar. Sun.: DJ group YourMom, 9 
p.m. Mon.: Christopher Hall, Scott 
Weaver, 9 p.m. Tues.: DJs Eyad and 
Tim Single Speed, 9 p.m. Wed.: 
DJ Josh, 9 p.m. Thurs. and Fri.: DJ 
aDJective, 9 p.m. Sat.: DJs Edwin and 
John, 9 p.m. No cover. 891 Baker 
St., Costa Mesa. 714-546-8580;
www.kitschbar.com

La Cave. Jazz joint in romantic underground 
setting. Live entertainment Mon.-Sat.; 
performance times vary. 1695 Irvine 
Ave., Costa Mesa. 949-646-7944; 
www.lacaverestaurant.com

Lion’s Den. This club includes the gay-
friendly Butterfly Lounge, featuring 
karaoke on Wed. and DJ-spun 
dance tunes on Sat., both at 9 
p.m. 719 W. 19th St., Costa Mesa. 
949-645-3830 or 949-642-2243;
www.butterflylounge.com

Martini Blues Supper Club. Three 
rooms of music ranging from acoustic 
to blues to rock offer something for 

everyone 21+.  5874 Edinger Ave., 
Huntington Beach. 714-840-2129; 
www.martiniblues.com 

Memphis Soul Café. Wed.: Definitely 
Maybe, with DJs mixing Indie British 
pop, 10 p.m. Thurs: Souled Out, with 
DJs mixing soul, 10 p.m.  2920 Bristol 
St., Costa Mesa. 714-432-7685.

Perqs Nite Club. Relax at the oldest 
downtown bar in Surf City. Thurs.: 
Open Jam Nights, 8:30 p.m. Fri. and 
Sat.: Live rock and blues, 9 p.m.-2 
a.m. 117 Main St., Huntington Beach. 
714-960-9996; www.perqs.com.  

Pete Mallory’s Sunset Grille. Colorful 
restaurant with live rock and blues 
for Sun. brunch as well as on Fri. 
and Sat. nights. Hyatt Regency Resort 
& Spa, 21500 Pacific Coast Hwy., 
Huntington Beach. 714-845-4775; 
Huntington Beach. 

Pierce Street Annex. Known for its 
singles scene and fair drink prices, this 
popular bar offers music and dancing 
nightly. 330 E. 17th St., Costa Mesa. 
949-646-8500; piercestreetonline.
com 

Shark Club. Two dance floors blasted 
with liquid nitrogen offer double the 
fun. Thurs.: Friction, a gay-friendly 
dance night, 9 p.m. Fri.: Limelight, 
with DJs Johnny O, Chuey, and 
Alpha, 8 p.m. Sat.: The Scene, with 
DJs, live bands, fashion shows, and 
other events. 841 Baker St., Costa 
Mesa. 714-751-6428 or 714-751-
4405; www.sharkclub.com 

Surf City Saloon. Free pool every day. 
Live rock shows Fri. and Sat., 8 p.m. 
Cost: $5 cover. 18528 Beach Blvd., 
Huntington Beach. 714-963-7744.

Tumbleweeds Bar & Grill. Live rock 
and blues nightly after 8 p.m. Food 
served until midnight for those late-
night munchies. 21094 Beach Blvd., 
Huntington Beach. 714-960-2776; 
www.tumbleweedshb.com

DANCE
Monthly Ballroom Dance. Adults of all 

ages are invited to cut a rug the 2nd 
Fri. of each month at a dance thrown 
by the Huntington Beach Council 
on Aging. The event welcomes both 
singles and couples and features live 
music, snacks, and beverages. From 
7:30-10:30 p.m. Cost: $5. Rodgers 
Seniors’ Center, 1706 Orange Ave., 
Huntington Beach. 714-536-9387.

FARMER’S MARKET/SWAP MEET
Farmer’s Market. Help stop global 

warming by supporting markets 
that sell food grown locally. Weekly 
market sponsored by the Orange 
County Farm Bureau. Every Thurs., 9 
a.m.-1 p.m., at Lot A at the Orange 
County Fair & Exposition Center, 88 
Fair Dr., Costa Mesa. 714-573-0374; 
orange.cfbf.com or www.ocfair.com 
 

Farmer’s Market and Art-A-Faire. 
You’ll find fresh flowers, fruits and 
vegetables grown right here under 
the Golden State sun at this weekly 
open-air market. The accompanying 
art and craft fair features over 50 
vendors selling one-of-a-kind items, 
from handcrafted jewelry to rugs 
shaped like surfboards. Every Fri., 
noon-7 p.m. (except during special 
events such as the U.S. Open of 
Surfing and Beach Games), at Pier 
Plaza next to the Huntington Beach 
Pier. 714-573-0374; orange.cfbf.com 
or www.hbartafaire.com

Golden West College Swap Meet. 
New and used items abound. 
Although the collectibles may be 
antique, the produce and flowers 
are always fresh. Every Sat. and 
Sun., 8 a.m.-3 p.m. Cost: free 
admission. Golden West College 
parking lot, 15744 Golden West St., 
Huntington Beach. 714-898-7927;
www.goldenwestswapmeet.com

Old World Village Antique Faire. 
Shop for vintage treasures along 
the cobblestone streets of Old World 
Village the third Sat. of each month. 
7561 Center Avenue, Huntington 
Beach. 714-893-1518.

Orange County Marketplace. Full of 
unique items and great bargains, this 
swap meet is held every Sat. and Sun., 
7 a.m.-4 p.m. Cost: $2 admission; 
kids under 12 free. Orange County 
Fair & Exposition Center, 88 Fair Dr., 
Costa Mesa. 949-723-6616; www.
ocmarketplace.com

Phil’s Flea Market. Monthly outdoor 
antiques market held the third Sat. 
of each month 7 a.m.-3 p.m., in the 

Gothard St. parking lot at Ocean 
View High School. A portion of the 
proceeds goes towards the high 
school’s sports programs. Cost: free 
admission. 17071 Gothard St. (at 
Warner Ave.), Huntington Beach. 
714-893-1518. 

Surf City Nights Downtown Street Fair. 
Main Street is blocked off from cars 
for this weekly event that features 
a farmer’s market, food booths, 
sidewalk sales, kids’ activities, and 
live entertainment. The nearby Main 
Promenade parking garage offers 2 
hours of free parking for this event. 
Every Tues. from 5-9 p.m. on Main 
St. between Pacific Coast Hwy. and 
Orange Ave.,Huntington Beach. 
714-536-5542; www.surfcity-hb.org/
announcements/surfcity_nights_
information.cfm

HEALTH
Depression & Bipolar Support. 

Every Saturday 10 a.m. to 12 noon 
(patients and family), Huntington 
Beach Medical Center Hospital, 
1772 Beach Blvd., Huntington 
Beach (between Slater and Talber). 
Basement Cafeteria and Conference 
Room.

More Depression & Bipolar Support. 
Family support Group. Meets monthly 
first Saturday of the month 1 p.m. to 
3 p.m. (Families only). Huntington 
Beach Medical Center Hospital, 
1772 Beach Blvd., Huntington 
Beach (between Slater and Talbert). 
Basement cafeteria Conference 
Room.

HISTORY
Big Foot Comes to Costa Mesa. That 

shouldn’t be too hard to believe if 
you can accept that the city is ruled 
by Eric Bever, Allan Mansoor and 
Wendy Leece. Similarly, tales of 
ape-men leading clandestine lives 
in the North American backwoods 
go back centuries. Native Americans 
called them Sasquatches. Courtesy 
of the Costa Mesa Historical Society, 
unofficial Bigfoot seeker Daniel 
Perez, who leads the “Center for 
Bigfoot Studies,” will put this rather 
controversial subject in perspective 
at the Society’s Sunday, April 13 
meeting starting with refreshments at 

2 p.m. and his lecture at 2:30 p.m. 
1870 Anaheim Ave., Costa Mesa 
(entrance is off the parking lot behind 
the Park Ave. Fire Station).

MISCELLANEOUS
Aquathlon. Sunday, April 27 - 7:00 am. 

Stops in H.B. June 8, but the series 
starts in Mission Bay on April 27. If 
you are interested in this 6 event 
series, stopping in some of the top 
cities along the Southern California 
Coast, you need to start at this one. 
Participants can choose between 
an open water swim, or 5k run, or 
combine both into an Aquathlon. 
Points will be awarded for the top 
finishers at each event. At the end 
of the season, they will awarded 
the King and Queen of the Beach.  
The event benefits the Challenged 
Athletes Foundation , supporting 
athletes throughout the world!  For 
more info: www.playadelrun.com

CERT Training. Classes begin Sat. April 
19. Learn how to prepare your 
family for a disaster by signing up 
for Community Emergency Response 
Teams training.  Classes begin in 
April and end in September.  To 
register, call the CERT Message Line 
at 714-536-5974 or register on-line: 
www.surfcity-hb.org/cert.

Cruising Catalina Seminar & Slide 
Show – Friday, April 4 – 5 p.m. - 
8:00 p.m. Presented by Huntington 
Harbour Yacht Club. Free to the 
public.  Speaking is Doug Oudin, 
Harbormaster at Two Harbors, 
Catalina.  Learn how to have a fun 
& safe boating trip over the Island. 
Location 3821 Warner Ave.  For more 
info 562-592-2186

Elks Bingo Wednesday Matinee. It’s 
your turn to yell “Bingo!” over at 
the Elks Lodge, where the doors 
open every Wed. at 10 a.m. and 
early birds begin playing at 11 a.m. 
at B.P.O.E. Lodge No. 1959. Cost: 
$15 minimum buy in. Free coffee, 
tea and popcorn are served, and 
food and soft drinks are available 
for purchase. 7711 Talbert Ave., 
Huntington Beach. 714-848-9440;
www.hbelks.com/index.html  

Rose Garden Ceremony. Wed. Apr. 
9 at 11:50 a.m. Celebrate Miss 
Huntington Beach’s Dedication of 

her roses at the garden at City Hall.  
2000 Min St. (at Yorktown)  

Spring Splash Fashion Show. Thursday, 
April 3 - 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. Proceeds from 
the Fashion Show will be donated to 
HB Relay For Life. There will be a 
silent auction. Many Name Branded 
shoe designers will be donating 
their product to the fashion show 
as well as clothing and accessories.  
To be held at the Center Club in 
Costa Mesa. For ticket information 
please contact Kathy Mardaresco at 
kathy.mardaresco@yahoo.com or
949-285-3154.

Saturday Sunrise Car Cruisers. Join 
“The Donut Derelicts” and check 
out hot rods, woodies, imports, and 
various restored vehicles. Every Sat. 
from 6-8:30 a.m. Cost: free. Adams 
and Magnolia Aves., Huntington 
Beach. Parking available in the Ace, 
Adams Avenue Donut Shop, and 
Drug Emporium parking lots.  www.
donutderelicts.com 

Taste of Huntington Beach. Sunday, 
April 20 - 1:00 pm. To be held at 
the Sports Complex, 7111 Talbert 
(@ Goldenwest).  This event offers 
an afternoon featuring HB’s finest 
cuisine prepared by restaurant chefs, 
along with premium wines and beers.  
Taste of Huntington Beach proceeds 
benefit the Children’s Wing of the 
Huntington Beach Library and Project 
Self Sufficiency of Huntington Beach.  
One price includes everything.  For 
more info & ticket locations, call
714-375-5023.

Weiner National Dachshund Races. 
Sunday, April 20. 2 p.m. The 
Annual Dachshund races are lively 
entertainment. The public can 
register their dachshunds to race. The 
procedure is to stand at the end of 
the gated track each dog is placed 
into and cajole their pet to run to 
you. The track is fairly short so the 
run is not strenuous for most pets.  
Old World Village, 7561 Center 
Ave., Huntington Beach. Cost: $1 
admission to watch. Call 714 898-
5111, www.wienerdogstore.com

Weekly Meditation. Every Monday night 
at 7 p.m. Transform your life. Cost: 
free, but donations accepted. Tree of 
Life Wellness Center, 714 E. Adams 
Ave., #205, Huntington Beach. For 
more info, call 714-374-1988 or see 
www.TheTreeOfLifeCenter.com.

MUSEUMS
Diego Sepulveda Adobe Estancia. A 

tiny portion remains of the original 
adobe that missionaries built circa 
1820 as a way-station for herd-
tending vaqueros. Later the home of 
Don Diego Sepulveda, this California 
historical landmark is maintained 
by the Costa Mesa Historical 
Society. Open on the first and third 
Sat. of each month, noon-4 p.m., 
or by appointment, 1900 Adams 
Ave., Costa Mesa. 949-631-5918;
www.costamesahistory.org

International Surfing Museum. 
Immerse yourself in the music, 
movies, boards, and memorabilia of 
an endless summer. Open Thurs.-
Mon., 12-5 p.m. 411 Olive Ave., 
Huntington Beach. 714-960-3483; 
www.surfingmuseum.org 

Newland House Museum. Maintained 
by the Huntington Beach Historical 
Society, this charming landmark, 
built in 1898, is the oldest surviving 
residence in the city of Huntington 
Beach. Open Sat. and Sun. (except 
on holidays and rainy days), noon-
4 p.m. Cost: $2 for adults, $1 for 
kids. 19820 Beach Blvd., Huntington 
Beach. 714-962-5777; www.hbnews.
us/nwhouse.html

MUSIC
Live Music at Bella Terra. Friday, April 

4 – 7 p.m. – 9 p.m. Flashpoint will 
perform a live concert at Bella Terra. 
The popular Orange County-based 
band has enjoyed commercial 
success playing for audiences around 
the Southland. 7777 Edinger.,
www. flashpoint.com

Surfin’ Sundays. Sunday, April 20 – 1 
p.m. to 4 p.m. The Surftones will be 
playing at the International Surfing 
Museum located at 411 Olive in 
Huntington Beach, two blocks up 
Main St from PCH and between Main 
and 5th St on Olive.

Surfin’ Sundays #2. Sunday, April 27, 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. At the Huntington 
Beach Amphitheater “Pier Plaza”, 315 
Pacific Coast Highway (at  Main St).  
Playing through the day are:  11am 

- Deep Sea; Noon - Boardwalkers; 
1pm - Insets Surfers; 2pm - The 
Eliminators; 3pm - Bily Blastoff & The 
Surf Rockets;  4pm - Sound Waves.  
Free to attend.

Takacs Quartet and Jean-Yves 
Thibaudet piano. Thursday, April 
24 at 8 p.m. Two classical music 
powerhouses collide and take 
center stage for a rare performance 
of chamber music in the Renée 
and Henry Segerstrom Concert 
Hall.. Renée & Henry Segerstrom 
Concert Hall 615 Town Center 
Dr. Costa Mesa. 949-553-2422;
www.philharmonicsociety.org

Los Angeles Philharmonic. Sunday, 
April 27 at 3 p.m. Enjoy an afternoon 
of Mozart and Bruckner with one of 
the world’s outstanding orchestras.
Renée & Henry Segerstrom 
Concert Hall 615 Town Center 
Dr. Costa Mesa. 949-553-2422;
www.philharmonicsociety.org

NATURE
Amigos de Bolsa Chica Tours. Walking 

tours are stationed on the footbridge 
and cover 5 areas of interest: history, 
birds, endangered species, ecology, 
and restoration. Cost: free. Meet 
at the south lot of the Bolsa Chica 
Ecological Reserve in Huntington 
Beach, across the street from the main 
entrance to Bolsa Chica State Beach. 
Also available: The Mesa Hiking 
Tour and the Footbridge/Loop Trail 
Tour; contact Amigos de Bolsa Chica 
for schedule info. 714-840-1575;
www.amigosdebolsachica.org 

Bolsa Chica Conservancy. This non-
profit organization promotes the 
restoration and preservation of the 
Bolsa Chica Wetlands. The reserve, 
which extends along the east side 
of Pacific Coast Hwy. from Warner 
to Seapoint Aves., is a birder’s 
paradise. Open to the public from 
sunrise to sunset daily. No bikes or 
pets are permitted on the trails. Cost: 
free. The Interpretive Center is open 
Tues.-Fri., 10 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sat., 9 
a.m.-noon; and Sun., 12:30-3:30 
p.m. 3842 Warner Ave. (SE corner of 
Warner Ave. and Pacific Coast Hwy.), 
Huntington Beach. 714-846-1114; 
www.bolsachica.org  

The Bolsa Chica Land Trust Wetlands 
and Mesas Tour. On the third 
Sun. of each month enjoy a guided 
walking tour presented by the Bolsa 
Chica Land Trust. 10 a.m. tour lasts 
2 hours. Cost: free. Tour departs from 
the south parking lot (off Pacific Coast 
Hwy.) of the Bolsa Chica Ecological 
Reserve in Huntington Beach. 714-
964-8170 or 714-846-1001; www.
bolsachicalandtrust.org (See preview 
for other events this month).

Shipley Nature Center. Situated within 
Huntington Central Park, this 18-
acre natural area is a sanctuary for 
local wildlife and a haven for nature-
friendly humans. Spring Festival, 
Saturday, April 26, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Annual Spring Festival at Shipley 
Nature Central in Central Park will 
feature a Maypole celebration, Blue 
Grass Band, food, plant and boutique 
items for sale and booths from 
throughout Huntington Beach. Open 
to the public. For more info call: (714) 
842-4772. Location: 17829 Golden 
West Street. The center is open 
Mon.-Sat., 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 17829 
Golden West St., Huntington Beach. 
714-842-4772 or 714-960-8895;
www.shipleynature.org

POETRY
Breaking the Silence: A Spoken Word 

Series. Don’t just write poetry – read 
it. Share poems, essays, short fiction, 
etc., the third Thurs. of each month, 
6-8 p.m. Also: 15 Minutes of Fame, 
where poets, dancers, musicians and 
artists have a quarter of an hour 
on stage to unleash their creative 
genius. Starts at 7 p.m. the first Wed. 
of each month. The Living Room, the 
LAB, 2930 Bristol St., Costa Mesa. 
714-966-6660; www.sobeca.net

POLITICS
Democratic Club of West Orange 

County.  Morley Winograd. April 23, 
6:30 p.m. Wingrad was a Senior Policy 
Advisor to Vice President Al Gore and 
Director of the National Partnership 
for Reinventing Government.  He 
served as the Chairman of the 
Michigan Democratic Party and is co-
founder of the California Democratic 
Leadership Council. at the Fountain 
Valley Senior Center, 17967 Bushard, 
Fountain Valley.

APRIL CALENDAR

EARTH DAY AT BOLSA CHICA
Come celebrate Earth Day at Bolsa Chica by helping to restore the 
natural beauty of the Bolsa Chica Mesa on Saturday, April 19, from 
9am to noon. Volunteers of all ages can lend a hand with planting 
and watering native plants, guided by the Bolsa Chica Stewards. 
This is a great family activity so bring the kids. All that’s needed 
are closed-toed shoes, sun protection, and gloves. The Bolsa Chica 
Land Trust will provide the rest -including lunch!

Time: volunteers should meet at 9 a.m. Location: Bolsa Chica 
Parking Lot on Warner & PCH. For more information, contact 
Kim Kolpin with the Bolsa Chica Stewards at (714) 717-6304 or 
visit www.bolsachicalandtrust.org.
 
The Bolsa Chica Conservancy is gearing up for its annual Earth 
Day celebration and would like to invite everyone to join in the fun. 
Come out for a day of free family fun at the Bolsa Chica Ecological 
Reserve on Sunday, April 20th. Activities include guided hikes, water 
testing, touch tank and live animal displays, chances to learn about 
water conservation and habitat restoration, jump tents, hot dogs, 
snow cones, and more! Come meet the Conservancy’s resident 
snakes, alligator lizards, and touch tank animals. Turn the kids 
loose in the Bounce Tent. Enjoy a hot dog, a snow cone, and some 
cotton candy. Learn about why wetlands are important, how they 
function, and how you can participate in restoration activities.

Time: 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Location: 3842 Warner Avenue, 
Huntington Beach, CA 92649. Warner and Pacific Coast Hwy) 
Call or email for more information: Taryn Taddeo, Program 
Coordinator; (714) 846-1114. Email: info@bolsachica.org. The 
Amigos de Bolsa Chica are partnering with both organizations 
for these exciting Earth Day Events. Call or email for more 
information: Laura, Office Coordinator; (714) 840-1575. Email: 
info@amigosdebolsachica.org.

PREVIEW

IMPEACHMENT 101
Where is the opposition party when you need 
it? In September 2007, before filing as a 
candidate to replace Republican Congressman 
Dana Rohrabacher and represent Huntington 
Beach and Costa Mesa in the 46th 
Congressional District, and in response to 
scores of residents who came to the council 
to ask it to consider a resolution favoring the 
impeachment of President George W. Bush, 
Huntington Beach Mayor Debbie Cook told the 
OC Voice that she rejected the impeachment 

proposal for “so many reasons,” including 
that, in her opinion, it was partisan, emotional 
rather than rational, vague and irrelevant to 
local issues and futile anyway, plus the fact 
that “most people,” including her, “don’t know 
much about the issue.” A few months later (see 
“Is Dana Cooked?”, March 2008, OC Voice), 
Cook the congressional candidate said that 
“I believe in the rule of law, but I’m also not 
going to sit as judge and jury over something 
I don’t know about… I don’t spend my time 
24/7 studying what Bush did or didn’t do.” And, 
besides, “We don’t need America to be more 
polarized. If you don’t have the two-thirds in 

the Senate, are there other ways to achieve 
what you’re trying to achieve?” Well, now, 
Cook and anybody else who wanted answers 
to all the above questions can presumably find 
them at this primer on Impeachment put on 
by constitutional law experts Majorie Cohn, 
Professor of Law at the Thomas Jefferson 
School of Law and current president of the 
National Lawyers Guild, and Stephen Rohde, 
a constitutional lawyer, lecturer and political 
activist. The two experts will “explore the 
historical role of impeachment, why the 
Founding Fathers included impeachment so 
prominently in the Consitution and its role 

today in the face of major crises,” according to 
the flier.  But hurry, time is running out and this 
will have to be a quicky!

Impeachment 101: How Impeachment 
Serves a Democracy, April 5, 2008, Golden 
West College, Forum 1, 7 p.m. sharp! Doors 
open at 6:30 p.m. 15744 Goldenwest 
St., Huntington Beach, CA Sponsored by 
Goldenwest Office of Student Activities. 
Moderated by League of Women Voters 
of Orange County. Parking $1.00. 
More information: Lynda Hernandez, 
redwoodsforever@verizon.net.
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By ERIKKA INNES
OC Voice Staff Writer

Comedian Tim Markowitz exudes a quiet 
confidence when he takes the stage. 
He’s a big guy with a calm, relaxed style 

and great writing. Every one of his jokes is 
compact, moving quickly from the set-up to 
the punch line. 

If you watch a lot of 
comedy, you learn quickly 
that it’s not easy to deliver 
one joke right after 
the next. In fact, many 
performers adopt a story 
telling style and take extra 
time with set-ups. Not so 
with Markowitz. From the 
moment he steps onstage 
until he finishes, he delivers 
his jokes rapid fire. His 
act starts with a question 
“Am I the only one here 
hoping that they do make 
broccoli out of ham?” and 
the audience is instantly 
amused. 

Markowitz’s act primarily deals with his 
personal life. He talks about being in his 
mid-thirties and unmarried, his family, and 
being overweight. A refreshing element of 
his routine is that Markowitz does not take 
the easy route of non-stop fat jokes. When he 
does cover the topic of being overweight, his 

jokes are unique. For example he has a great bit 
that starts “Evidently I have obese habits. And 
here’s how you know if you do too. Is your 
favorite condiment bacon? Is your toughest 
decision at McDonald’s what number to order 
second? Will you only eat a salad if it’s on a 
cheeseburger?” In addition to being funny, 
what is notable about Markowitz’s work is the 
way he moves so quickly from joke to joke. He 

gets a lot of laughs into 
a very short amount of 
time.

If you want to learn more 
about Tim Markowitz, or 
see him perform, check 
him out at www.myspace.
com/timmarkowitz. He 
updates his performance 
calendar there, and also 
offers a number of clips of 
himself performing if you 
cannot get to a club to see 
him.

If you want to find 
out more about Nicole 
Murlowski and her 
comedy, check her out 

at ww.myspace.com/nicolemurlowski. Her 
page contains clips of her stand-up, a bio, and 
information about her upcoming appearances.

 
Erikka Innes is a standup comedian,
freelance journalist and humor writer.
Her web-site is www.erikkainnes.com.

W H O ’ S  O N  S T A G E ?

Tim 
Markowitz

Making broccoli out of ham

 

By SAM F. WIDA

In my last article I discussed some ways 
to keep non-retirement monies from be-
ing taxed away. With April 15th coming 

soon I would like to add a few more simple 
tax tips.

1. Get the taxes figured, now. If at all pos-
sible you want to get your taxes calculated 
and filed before the 4/15 deadline. Or at least 
calculated. Like some of my clients you may 
want to postpone the calculation as long as 
possible. But you really need to know wheth-
er or not you will receive a refund or owe 
additional money.

Particularly if you owe more money you 
need to know how much. If you owe and can 
not pay upon filing you can negotiate with 
the IRS to make arrangements to pay the ad-
ditional money on an installment basis. But 
first you must know where you stand.

If you find yourself in the uncomfortable 
situation of owing money to both the IRS 
and the state of California I would recom-
mend that you do everything possible to 
pay off the state in full. In my experience it 
is easier to negotiate with the IRS than the 
California Franchise Tax Board. And with the 
shortfall of revenue from a weak economy I 
expect it to be even harder.

In order to obtain an extension of time 
to file your federal taxes you or your tax 
preparer can file IRS form 4868. This gives 
you an automatic six month extension — to 
file. You must still pay whatever additional 
money you owe by the April 15th deadline. 
This is just another reason to get your taxes 
calculated early.

Two things in particular to remember 

about state taxes: first, if you owe no money 
to the Franchise Tax Board beyond what you 
have already had withheld or paid in estimat-
ed taxes, or if you qualify for a refund, you 
automatically enjoy a six month extension to 
file. However, if you owe additional money 
you must file for an extension and make ar-
rangement to pay the additional dollars at 
that time. The state of California wants its 
money! Deal with them first.

Second, if it is necessary, remember to ar-
range for an extension in every state in which 
you must file. Many 
of my clients have 
income from other 
states and forget to 
request an extension 
from them. Don’t 
forget the other states 
because they too 
want their money.

2. Record the 
charitable deduction. 
For taxpayers who 
itemize on the form 
Schedule A the charitable deductions are very 
helpful. I always advise my clients to keep 
careful records of everything they give and to 
claim it all. Unlike other itemized deductions 
such as medical care there is no threshold 
amount needed for deducting what you give 
to charity. The first dollar of charitable giving 
is the first dollar of deduction.

And it’s not just cash donations. Don’t 
forget the goods! Remember the kids’ cloth-
ing you gave to charity? Everything was in 
perfectly fine condition — the kids just out-
grew them! These things can make a wonder-
ful tax deduction.

Far too many people either ignore or un-

derestimate the noncash deduction. Fortu-
nately the IRS allows you to take a reason-
able deduction for items donated to charity. 
To do this you must file form 8283, Noncash 
Charitable Contribution. On this form you 
must list the charity to which you made the 
donation, the items given, a description of 
those items, how they were acquired, and an 
explanation of the value you attached to the 
donation.

It is the last part, the details of valuing the 
noncash donation, that most people do not 

know about or un-
derstand. The IRS 
allows taxpayers to 
do their own valua-
tion of items donat-
ed, but you have to 
give some explana-
tion as to how you 
came by your num-
bers and you have to 
fill in all the blanks 
on the form. If you 
are not experienced 

with this part of the Schedule A be prepared 
to sit down with a professional and work 
through the form.

3. Keep the records. After the taxes are 
filed you need to save a copy of your returns 
and the important records that go with them. 
But what do you save? And for how long?

Every taxpayer who has a W-2, 1099-R 
(Annuities and Pensions Distributions) or 
a 1099-G (Certain Government Payments) 
must attach that form to their return and so 
should be careful to save a copy. 

However, I advise my clients to save all 
forms and worksheets that were used in the 
preparation of their returns.

Every taxpayer lives in dread of being au-
dited. But as I explain to my clients, if you 
have been honest then about 95% of success-
fully handling an audit is simply having the 
information you used to prepare the returns.

When their returns are finished I give 
each client one or two big manila envelopes, 
one to hold their copy of the returns and 
one to hold all of the supporting forms and 
documents. I make sure that both are filed 
together at home.

Into the second envelope goes all of the 
1099 forms, including those for interest and 
dividends, brokerage records, K-1 partner-
ship returns, worksheets and anything that 
documents a deduction. This makes for a fat 
envelope, but if they ever need the informa-
tion they will have it.

How long should you store your records? 
The IRS has a statute of limitations of three 
years (which also happens to be the number 
years in which you can amend a return). Cer-
tainly you should save them this long.

The kicker, however, is that there is no stat-
ute of limitations if the IRS alleges fraud.

I advise my clients to hold their records 
more or less permanently. This takes ex-
tra space in the closet, but its probably
worth it.

Sam F. Wida, a local financial and tax 
advisor, specializes in retirement roll-
over, financial planning and personal 
and small business income taxes. Initial 
consultations are free. Phone: 714-375-
0028. Office: 16152 Beach Blvd #271
Huntington Beach.

Retirement Rollover:
PAID ADVERTISEMENT

 Keeping What You Make, Part II

Every taxpayer lives in dread
of being audited. But as I explain 

to my clients, if you have been 
honest then about 95% of 

successfully handling an audit is 
simply having the information you 

used to prepare the returns.

CALENDAR
OC Chapter of Americans United for 

Separation of Church and State. 
AU Executive Director Rev. Barry 
Lynn. Monday April 7 at 6:30 p.m. 
St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church, 
2200 San Joaquin Hills Dr., Newport 
Beach, CA. Audubon International 
calls it the “greenest church campus 
in the United States.” Contact: 
Stephen Campbell 714-299-4551. 
o rangecoun tyau@yahoo .com.
http://www.au-oc.org/

OC Chapter of Americans United for 
Separation of Church and State. 
Documentary showing of “Article 
VI” on the role of faith in politics 
followed by a discussion. April 19, 2 
p.m. The film features such diverse 
people as Ralph Reed, Hugh Hewitt 
and Barry Lynn on discussions of the 
constitutional intent of separation of 
church and state and the attempt to 
push back against common religious 
bigotry. There is no charge for 
admission. At the Irvine Ranch Water 
District, 15600 Sand Canyon Avenue, 
Irvine. http://www.au-oc.org/.

RELIGION/PHILOSOPHY
Fairview Community Church. Guess 

Who’s Coming to Dinner? April 5 
from 10 a.m. to 10:59 a.m. Please 
contact Fran Sorensen for more 
information. 2525 Fairview Rd., Costa 
Mesa, CA 92626. Tel: 714-545-4610;
www.ocfairviewchurch.org 

Humanist Association of Orange 
County. HAOC  normally  meets  
the   third Sunday   of every month 
at 1:30 p.m. Irvine Ranch Water 
District 15600 Sand Canyon 
Ave., Irvine. 714-446-9283;
www.ochumanists.org 

Orange Coast Unitarian Universalist 
Church in Costa Mesa. Regular 
services and events. 1259 Victoria 
Street, Costa Mesa, 92627. Call 949-
646-4652 or go online www.ocuuc.
org for program information.

SPORTS
Disc Frisbee Golf. Whether you’re a 

seasoned pro or a novice, you’ll have 
a blast competing in this innovative 
sport, which is also called Frisbee 
golf.  Amateur League is held every 
Wed. afternoon; handicap assigned. 
Two-round tournaments are held the 
first Sat. of each month at 10 a.m., 
all divisions invited. Cost: $1-$2.50; 
kids under 16 play free. Huntington 
Beach Disc Golf Course, Huntington 
Central Park lot off Golden West 

St. between Talbert and Ellis Aves., 
Huntington Beach. 714-425-9931; 
www.huntingtonbeachevents.com/
frisbee.html

THEATER
Play On! By Rick Abbott. Directed by 

Ryan Holihan. Fridays & Saturdays at 
8 p.m. and Sundays at 2 p.m. until 
April 6. “Play On is the hilarious story 
of a theater group trying desperately 
to put on a play in spite of maddening 
interference from a haughty authoress 
who keeps revising the script.” 661 
Hamilton Street, Costa Mesa. 949-
650-5269 or go to the web site at 
http://www.costamesaplayhouse.org 
for more info.

You’re Getting Warmer: By Richard 
Hellesen, Musci and Lyrics by Michael 
Silversher.  Directed by John-David 
Killer. April 19 at 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. 
A new generation of children has 
entered elementary school, and global 
warming is a world-wide-concern. 
The play’s authors have written a 
lively play about a boy named Alex 
who discovers a polar bear in his 
basement. Could it have something 
to do about climate change, not to 
mention all the appliances humming 
with electricity and the cell phones 
and iPods charging in every room? 
Find out for only $10, and, hell no, 
that’s not a typo. So come one, come 
all who can afford it. South Coast 
Repertory, 655 Town Center Dr., Costa 
Mesa. 714-708-5549; www.scr.org   

Surfing Theater. Thurs. Apr. 10. 7 
p.m. & 9 p.m. Big Red Productions 
presents a surfing film for families 
to enjoy. At only $3 per person,  this 
event is a must for family and youth 
entertainment. Giveaways such as 
surf gear and surfing items, raffles 
and sometimes live entertainment by 
surfing bands are presented on this 
special surf theater night. Location: 
Regency Charter Centre Cinemas, 
7822 Warner Avenue.  For more info, 
call the theater line: 714 596-3456. 
Sponsorships are welcome: 714 
842.4338 - Leslie or Carlos

Steel Magnolias. Apr. 4 – Apr. 20. 
Truvy’s Beauty Salon in Chinquapin, 
Louisiana is where a group of gossipy 
Southern ladies come to have their 
hair done. The play is alternately 
hilarious and touching – and in the 
end, deeply revealing of strength 
and purposefulness. Huntington 
Beach Playhouse at the Huntington 
Beach Central Library Theatre, 
7111 Talbert Ave. between Golden 
West and Gothard. 714-375-0696.

www.hbph.com. 

The Injured Party. April 20 – May 11. 
Call for times. The Old Guard is giving 
way. What will happen once it’s gone? 
That’s the underlying question in Tony 
Award-winning playwright Richard 
Greenberg’s eighth SCR World 
Premiere, Sophisticated theatre goers 
(high school and above) will delight in 
Greenberg’s razor sharp dialogue and 
rampant wit.  South Coast Repertory, 
Julianne Argyros Stage, 655 Town 
Center Dr., Costa Mesa. 714-708-
5555; www.scr.org   

 
The Jungle Book. By Rudyard Kipling, 

adapted by Monica Fry, directed by 
Joe Alanes. April 5-6. Times 1 p.m. 
and 4 p.m. Tickets $8.50. Nicholas 
Studio/Junior Teen Players Production. 
South Coast Repertory, in the Nicholas 
Studio, 655 Town Center Dr., Costa 
Mesa. 714-708-5555; www.scr.org .

VOLUNTEERING
Bolsa Chica Service Day. Help 

raise public awareness about the 
importance of the Bolsa Chica 
Wetlands to our community by rolling 
up your sleeves and helping the staff 
remove trash and non-native plant 
species. Meet on the last Sat. of each 
month 9 a.m.-noon, at 3842 Warner 
Ave., North Parking Lot, Huntington 
Beach. 714-846-1114; www.
bolsachica.org

Huntington Beach Public Library. 
Plentiful opportunities exist for 
volunteers at the central library and its 
4 branches. These include Friends of 
the Children’s Library, Friends of the 
Library and Gift Shop, the Genealogy 
Society, the HB Art League, the HB 
Playhouse, and Literacy Volunteers. 
For more info, visit the central library 
at 7111 Talbert Ave., Huntington 
Beach, or one of its neighborhood 
branches. 714-842-4481;
www.hbpl.org

Orange County Public Library/Costa 
Mesa. Volunteers are needed to 
help with daily branch operations 
and with Friends of the Library and 
Bookstore. All 3 Costa Mesa branches 
seek volunteers. 949-646-8845;
www.ocpl.org

Restoration Days. Join community 
volunteers to help maintain the 
unspoiled beauty of the Shipley 
Nature Center. Meet on the first 
Sat. of each month at 17829 
Golden West St., Huntington Beach. 
714-842-4772 or 714-960-8895;
www.shipleynature.org



By VERN NELSON
OC Voice Columnist

It just grinds on and on, this endless il-
legal occupation of Iraq—five years 
now, 4,000 dead US troops, untold 

thousands physically and mentally maimed, 
and now they’re saying $3 trillion when 
all’s said and done. From day to day in the 
OC, as in most of the country, you wouldn’t 
know a war was on,but every now and then 
it swoops down like a bird of prey and takes 
one of us. Then there’s mourning, ceremo-
nies, teary-eyed testimonials, and stories in 
the news media; but soon everyone except 
the grieving family forgets, the ocean wash-
es over everything, and once again the Iraq 
misadventure no longer touches the happy 
Orange Coast.

But let them not go gentle into that 
good night. Let’s instead retell the story, 
on the second anniversary of his death in 
Al-Anbar province, of Huntington Beach’s 
own Marcus Glimpse, one of three marines 
this town has lost in Iraq.

In the innocent days before 9/11 Marcus 
was an easygoing high school dropout with 
a fuchsia Mohawk and fingernails painted 
black; you may have rented a film from 
him at the Blockbuster on Atlanta. Every 
Fourth of July he and his twin brother Mi-
chael would take a group of neighborhood 
kids on a walk across the Santa Ana River 
to Costa Mesa, where fireworks were legal, 
and treat them to a dazzling pyrotechnic 
display.

But after airplanes plowed into the Twin 
Towers, Michael volunteered to go defend 
his country and was sent to 
Afghanistan. Wanting to join 
his brother, Marcus signed 
up with the Marines, but 
boot camp took longer than 
expected, Bush and Cheney 
lost interest in “smoking Al 
Qaeda out of their caves,” 
and they instead sent Mar-
cus off to the war they really 
wanted, the one on Iraq.

Marcus’ fellow Marines 
said he could find humor in 
any situation: “Every unit 
needs a Marcus Glimpse, an 
individual who can crack a 
joke under the toughest of 
circumstances, who never seems to be af-
fected by the hardships around him.” Two 
years ago this Apr. 12, he was killed by an 
IED in Al-Anbar, killed by an Iraqi who 
didn’t want his country occupied.

I tell this story because it is so typical and 
emblematic—untold thousands of brave 
young men and women, from Marcus and 
Michael Glimpse to football star Pat Till-
man, signed up to defend our nation from 
the barbarians who attacked us on 9/11, 
but most of them were instead diverted off 
to a pointless, illegal and unwinnable war 
approved by politicians whose reasons have 
been revealed as pretext and pretense and 
seem to be simple old-fashioned oil-based 
imperialism, combined with opportunities 
for war profiteering on a scale never before 
dreamed of.

All of this—the illegal invasion, the lies 
told to further it, the crimes committed to 
cover up those lies (e.g. Plamegate), and 
the betrayal of the patriotism of Pat Tillman 
and Marcus Glimpse—cries out for redress.

This Saturday, Apr. 5, 7 p.m., the 
League of Women Voters is moderating a 
forum at Goldenwest College entitled “Im-
peachment 101: How Impeachment Serves 
a Democracy,” featuring two distinguished 
Constitutional Law experts: National Law-
yers’ Guild president Marjorie Cohn and 
former Southern California ACLU presi-
dent Stephen Rohde.

I’ll be there, but I think it’s time that we 
start planning how to proceed if the meek 

110th Congress continues to abdicate its 
responsibility to hold the Bush administra-
tion accountable. At this point it’s probably 
up to patriotic members of the next Con-
gress, the 111th, to begin repairing this 
gang’s damage. Perhaps this Apr. 5 forum 
would be the appropriate place to begin 
figuring out what a program for “Restor-
ing and Strengthening Our Constitution” 
would look like—a program candidates for 
the next Congress could sign on to.

“The Tipping Point” welcomes input 
on this topic from OC Voice readers knowl-
edgeable in the law and the U.S. Constitu-
tion, as well as from the distinguished stable 
of challengers to our own sclerotic Bush-
enabler Dana Rohrabacher. Let’s see how 
much thought and substance Debbie Cook, 
Tom Lash, and Dan Kalmick put into their 

anticipated oath to “uphold 
and defend the Constitu-
tion.”

Iraq is only the 800-
pound bleeding ulcer of this 
administration’s crimes, just 
one part of the larger picture 
of their systematic eviscera-
tion of the Constitution in 
pursuit of Cheney’s dream 
of a “unitary executive” dic-
tatorship. Just off the top of 
my head, the next Congress 
will need to:

• Restore habeas corpus 
(by revoking or drastically 
amending the Military Com-

missions Act?)
• Make Presidential “signing state-

ments” explicitly illegal; the President must 
either sign or veto a bill and if he signs he 
must follow and enforce it.

• Restore the 4th amendment with an 
updated FISA bill that ensures our privacy, 
and investigate and prosecute illegal spying 
on Americans by this administration (the 
current Congress is actually showing some 
spine on this lately.)

• Restore the balance of powers so 
painstakingly crafted by folks like current 
HBO celebrity John Adams (e.g., automat-
ic dire consequences for defying Congres-
sional subpoenas.)

• Once again become a nation that 
doesn’t (officially) torture by re-passing 
the recently vetoed anti-torture legislation, 
closing Guantánamo, and re-committing to 
the Geneva Conventions.

There’s certainly much more, and I hope 
to hear from readers and our Orange Coast 
candidates. Ultimately maybe we can even 
achieve that pre-Vietnam Holy Grail where 
war can only be declared by Congress. We 
owe that to the 4,000 Marcus Glimpses.

Vern Nelson is a Huntington Beach com-
poser and pianist; website www.vernnel-
son.com, e-mail vernpnelson@gmail.
com.“The Tipping Point” will document 
the Orange Coast’s evolution from a den 
of apathy, materialism and xenophobia 
into a hotbed of progressive activism.

Other potential solutions?  Huntington 
Beach and other cities could build their own 
“no kill” shelters. But analysis indicates that to 
serve a population of approximately 200,000 
people,  3.5 – 4.5 acres of land would be 
required.  Studies state that the net cost to 
operate such a facility would be in the range 
of $7.00 per capita or $1.4 million paid by the 
city’s 200,000 residents. 

The study I read did 
not address the cost of 
construction of the shelter 
itself.  I estimate that for a 
10,000 square foot facility 
at $200 per square foot 
it would cost at least $2 
million. 

In addition to building 
and operating costs, we 
need to address the cost of 
purchasing the land for a 
city owned shelter, which 

at market rate would be in the range of $6-8 
million.  

All said and done the City of Huntington 
Beach would need approximately $8-10 
million to build a new facility and another $1.4 
million annually to operate it.  That makes the 
$400,000 Huntington Beach pays the county 
each year seem like a bargain in comparison.  

One enthusiastic proponent of having 
Huntington Beach build and operate its own 
local shelter suggested that we could get the 
land for free!  Huh?  Sure, just use some of the 
land the city owns in Central Park. Say what?!?  
Did you not see what we all suffered through 
in order to narrowly get voter approval for 
building a new senior center in an undeveloped 
portion of Central Park?  No thank you!

As usual, with complicated issues there are 
no easy solutions, only difficult and expensive 
ones.  

In any case, please seriously consider spaying 
or neutering as well as micro chipping your pets. 
And if you want to add a pet to your family, 
please visit one of the many local shelters and/
or rescue groups before considering making 
a purchase from a pet store or breeder. Go to 
www.ocpetinfo.com for more information.

Grinding
On and On
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Our illegal war By KEITH BOHR
Mayor Pro-Tem, Huntington Beach

I have had a few former elected officials 
over the past few months advise me that 
one should not meddle when it comes to 

people’s children or their animals.  Definitely 
information I could have used a year or more 
ago!

So why did I propose the City of Huntington 
Beach adopt a “Mandatory Spay Neuter Chip” 
Ordinance?  

A Quick Look at the Numbers:
Six million cats and dogs in the United 

States are euthanized each year. In California 
approximately 800,000 dogs and cats end up 
in taxpayer-funded shelters every year and 
more than half are euthanized at a cost of more 
than a quarter of a billion dollars. 

Orange County Animal Care Services, 
contracting with 21 cities, including Huntington 
Beach, picked up 29,690 stray animals in 2006. 
Despite commendable efforts by the county to 
reunite these animals with their owners, or to 
adopt them out to new owners, the county still 
had to euthanize more that 12,000 dogs and 
cats that year. Huntington Beach, which pays 
the County approximately $400,000 annually 
for animal control, accounted for more than 
1,500 dogs and cats that were picked up, and 
40 percent of those were euthanized. 

We are Killing too Many of our Pets!
Most of the opponents of “Mandatory 

Spay and Neuter” (MSN) 
are from the “breeder” 
community. They are 
unrelenting and usually 
less than honest in their 
stated rationale against 
such a proposal. They 
implore the “kitchen 
sink” strategy of throwing 
anything and everything 
up against the wall, 
hoping something will 
stick. The bottom-line is, 
although most of them agree we do kill too 
many of our pets, they argue against any form 
of a MSN ordinance and are content with the 
status quo.

Their “kitchen sink” approach goes 
something like this: 

• MSN is a bad policy because it is 
unenforceable and irresponsible owners 
will continue to be irresponsible (unless 
you make it illegal to be irresponsible);

• Service dogs, police dogs and show dogs 
will vanish (completely false since they are 
all legally exempt from MSN);

• The only dogs in shelters are old dogs 
turned in by their owners and the rest are 
pit bulls (currently there are 50 dogs at the 
County’s shelter of which 27 are two years 
old or younger and only 11 are pit bull or 
pit bull mix);

• This is just more “nanny government” 
proposal (we are a community of laws for 
the better good);

• And “My pet is my property, nobody 
should be able to tell me what I can and 
cannot do with my property.” (Hello Mr. 
Vick?).

Why I Proposed a Spay 
& Neuter Ordinance

‘As usual, with 
complicated 

issues there are 
no easy solutions, 
only diffi cult and 
expensive ones.’

THE TIPPING POINT
C O M M U N I T Y  V O I C E S

The Orange Coast Voice welcomes submissions to Community Voices by residents 

of Costa Mesa, Fountain Valley, Huntington Beach and Seal Beach. All submissions 

should be well researched with a maximum of 800 words and accompanied by 

your full name, address and phone number for verifi cation purposes. Send to

admin@ocvoice.com.

Marcus Glimpse

Go to the OC VOICE blog at:

WWW.OCVOICE.WORDPRESS.COM
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Construction 
with integrity

By SARAH S. MOSKO
Special to the OC Voice

Your TV, mattress, couch and computer 
could be sources of man-made toxic 
chemicals building up in human tissues, 

including breast milk. Sounds crazy, but it’s 
not.

Many consumer products are imbued with 
a class of flame retardants considered by many 
to be bad news since they accumulate in fatty 
tissues, resist breakdown in the environment, 
and disrupt normal development in lab ani-
mals. They’re called polybrominated diphenyl 
ethers or just “brominated flame retardants” 
(BFRs).

Introduced in the 1970’s, BFRs have be-
come commonplace in upholstery foam, tex-
tiles and electronics because synthetic materi-
als, like petroleum-based plastics, are generally 
more flammable. BFRs impede the spread of 
fire by creating a layer of bromine gas around 
a heated product, keeping oxygen at bay. They 
comprise up to 30 percent of an item’s weight 
and migrate out over time into air, dust, and 
soil.

As example, dust samples from atop com-
puters in home, school and business settings 
universally tested positive for BFRs in a 2004 
study conducted by the Computer Take-Back 
Campaign. BFRs are so ubiquitous that they’re 
found in remote areas of the Artic and through-
out the food chain, from zooplankton to dol-
phins and polar bears.

Toxicity of BFRs
In lab animals, early exposure to BFRs de-

rails normal brain development, is toxic to the 
liver and disrupts sex and thyroid hormones. 
Experiments from Uppsala University in Swe-
den, for example, demonstrated permanent im-
pairments of learning and memory in animals 
given a single dose soon after birth. Whether 
humans might be similarly affected is unknown 
since intentional exposure of infants to poten-
tially dangerous substances is unethical. How-
ever, the revelation that BFRs had increased 
60-fold in the breast milk of Swedish women 
between 1972 and 1997 ignited a global shake 
up, starting with the 2004 ban in the Euro-
pean Union of the two formulations regarded 
as most toxic: so-called penta and octa.

Levels of BFRs in North American wom-
en are the highest anywhere and continue to 
double every 5 yrs. Although the U.S. maker 
of penta and octa voluntarily halted production 
in 2004 (the federal government has yet to ban 
any BFRs), the supposedly less toxic deca for-
mulation still dominates the market at home 
and abroad: Annual worldwide production is 
60,000 metric tons with 40% of consumption 

in North America.
Yet, controversy looms as to just how safe 

deca is. It’s listed as a “possible carcinogen” by 
the U.S. EPA based on liver tumors produced 
in lab animals. The chemical industry insists 
that deca is minimally toxic so that current ex-
posure levels are acceptable. But many scien-
tists and environmental groups argue that no 
level of exposure is safe because humans are ex-
posed daily and buildup in fatty tissues contin-
ues. Furthermore, there is evidence that deca 
is broken down by sunlight, bacteria or even 
within wildlife into more toxic forms, includ-
ing penta and octa, so it might prove equally 
dangerous in the long run.

Concern about BFRs is fomented also by 
their structural similarity to PBCs (polychlo-
rinated biphenyls), a family of now-banned 
substances linked to a host of developmental 
problems.

California considers deca bans
While 10 states, including California, have 

enacted bans on penta and octa, only Maine 
and Washington have successfully legislated 
deca prohibitions. A California bill specifically 

targeting deca failed passage in 2007, and an-
other proposing to eliminate all BFRs from 
furniture and bedding floundered earlier this 
year (AB706, Leno). AB706 would’ve forced 
an industry move toward “green chemistry,” 
i.e. inherently less flammable materials as well 
as flame retardants proven safe beforehand.

Ban proponents contend that eliminating 
deca will not turn your household into kin-
dling, as some might suggest. Other states, for 
example, lack California’s comprehensive stan-
dards of furniture flame retardance yet have 
enjoyed similar drops in fire death rates in re-
cent decades, according to a 2006 report from 
the National Fire Protection Assoc. Rather, fire 
death rates varied with factors like smoking 
and poverty.

In fact, firefighting communities, includ-
ing the International Assoc. of Firefighters, 
have come out in favor of state prohibitions on 
deca, in part because of the risks to themselves. 
When BFRs combust, they produce dense 
fumes and black smoke that reduce visibility, 
as well as corrosive hydrogen bromide gas and 
brominated forms of potent carcinogens (diox-

ins and furans).
Organizations representing California’s 

frontline firefighters — California State Fire-
fighters’ Assoc. and California Professional 
Fire Fighters — formally supported AB706, 
as did the Firefighters Burn Institute and the 
Firefighter Cancer Support Network. That 
firefighters are at greater risk for cancers has 
helped rally their support for eliminating deca, 
says Carroll Wills, spokesperson for California 
Professional Fire Fighters. AB706 was named 
actually after a firefighter, Crystal Golden-Jef-
ferson, who died from a workplace-related can-
cer of the lymphatic system.

Still, the California Dept. of Forestry and 
Fire Protection provisionally opposed AB706 
out of concern over the availability of effective 
alternatives to BFRs.

Makers of BFRs, however, remain the most 
vocal opponents to restricting deca. In fact, 
furniture maker IKEA and several electronics 
manufacturers (e.g. Dell, Hewlett-Packard, 
Sony. Panasonic) have already moved away 
from deca by embracing alternatives consid-
ered safer plus innovative designs and materials 
that eliminate the need for fire retardants.

Whatever the ultimate fate of AB706, the 
long term safety of deca remains unresolved. 
The history of BFRs is a case in point of the 
United States’ distorted approach to regulating 
chemicals wherein substances are allowed into 
commerce before proven safe.

Your homes should be havens of respite 
from job stress and the like, not a source of 
worry about what might be silently emanat-
ing from home furnishing to poison dust 
and breast milk. A sustainable, precautionary 
approach to fire protection is needed at state 
and federal levels, lest we expose children and 
firefighters alike to risky chemicals that pose a 
greater hazard than the fires they’re intended 
to prevent.

Sarah S. Mosko is a member of the Earth
Resource Foundation, which is based in 
Costa Mesa. She has a Ph.D. in Psychol-
ogy/Neuroscience with a background in 
research. She is now a practicing licensed 
psychologist. For more information, 
please visit www.earthresource.org or call
(949) 645-5163.

Toxic Flame Retardants
Ubiquitous but toxic BFRs are everywhere, even in the Arctic
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UBIQUITOUS: BFRs are found on computers and in remote areas 
of the Arctic. They comprise 30 percent of an item’s weight and 
migrate into air, dust and soil.
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excavation or disturbance of the site or any near-
by area reasonably suspected to overlie adjacent 
remains” until the coroner determines the burial 
is not part of a criminal investigation. 

When asked if the decline in the home sale 
market in 2006 had created pressure for Hearth-
side to speed up construction, Mountford an-
swered, “No, because… all the [excavation] 
work was done prior to the grading” in 2006 
and that no remains were found afterward.

But Horgan alleges that she knows that sig-
nificant human remains were found at the site in 
May of 2007, although she won’t cite a source 
for that assertion.

If the coroner finds the presence of Native 
American human remains, he is required by law, 
in turn, to contact the Native American Heri-
tage Commission (NAHC) within 24 hours 
But David Singleton, program analyst for the 
state agency, says that never happened in this 
case.

Singleton says that the NAHC first learned 
of the findings in a Dec. 17 e-mail update, 
which contained the Nov. 5 memo, apparently 
from Hearthside archeologist Nancy Wiley, who 
is president of Scientific Resources Surveys, a 
private archaeology firm. 

That information didn’t include a detailed 
chronology of when the human findings oc-
curred. Only the memo’s hard to notice refer-
ence linking those remains to the “ground mon-
itoring” that started in June of 2006 establishes 
a general time frame. 

But without a documented disclosure of ar-
chaeological records by the developer, it remains 
difficult, if not impossible, to establish whether 
the findings were properly reported or not.

Singleton asked Wiley for a chronology of 
the site findings. “[S]he said that she would 
need to check back with the company,” but still 
hasn’t provided the information, he said. Wiley 
also failed to respond to e-mail and telephone 

inquires from the Voice.
Horgan says that she inquired to the Orange 

County Coroner’s office for documentation 
of all human remains taken from Bolsa Chica 
from 1991 to the present “and they gave me 
back, I think, 6 or 7 cases, and the latest was 
for 2002.”

When applying to the Coastal Commission 
for a permit in October of 2004, Hearthside re-
ported that 97 percent of the ORA-83 site was 
excavated. Commission staff reviewed the site a 

month later in Oct. 2005 and concluded that it 
“appears to be virtually 100 percent recovered.” 

Horgan says that there’s a contradiction be-
tween that staff report said and the SRS memo. 
“So what we have here is a discrepancy between 
what the Coastal Commission understood and 
what the memo says, and what the coroner said, 
and what we received from the coroner’s office, 
because there’s no way in the world that these 
remains were found in 2002.”

Singleton says that in other cases of discov-
ered human remains the coroner’s office has 
reported back immediately to the NAHC. He 
blames Hearthside for the delay. “This is an ex-
ceptional practice carried out by this company 
and their archeologist,” he said. But the coro-
ner still hasn’t reported the findings listed in the 
memo to him to this day, he adds.

Mountford says that Wiley 
reported the ORA-83 human 
remains to the coroner as re-
quired, adding that the Na-
tive American monitors that 
the company pays are respon-
sible for keeping the NAHC 
informed. “We always have 
them on site whenever we’re 
doing excavations or in any 
areas where there’s undis-
turbed earth,” he said.

The MLDs who quietly 
handled the remains, David 
Belardes and Joyce Perry, did not respond to re-
peated phone calls from the Voice by press time.

Rebbeca Robles, from the Acjacheman Na-
tion and the chairperson of the local Sierra 
Club’s Sacred Site Task Force is not satisfied 
with the current laws intended to protect indig-
enous cemeteries and sacred sites. 

“The system actually seems to prevent the 
protection of these sites,” she told the Voice.

Martz agrees. “Developers hire an MLD,…
and he gets paid to rebury [the remains] some-
where,” she said. 

Horgan called the developer’s actions a “con-
spiracy of silence.” She contends that “Certain 
developers refuse to follow the law,” adding that 
profit is their primary motive.

“It reminds us of the destruction of other 
sites, despite our best efforts,” said Robles. For 
example, according to the Tongva Tribal Con-
cil web site, “Over 600 Tongva/Acjachemen 
Ancestors were secretly removed [in 1998] by 
the Irvine Company to build the Harbor Cove 
housing tract of condos in the Back Bay. These 
remains were over 9,000-years-old, already an-
cient when the pyramids of Egypt were built.” 

Robles called the Harbor Cove devel-
opment a “similar situation. There wasn’t 
any disclosure.”

The Irvine Co. was never found guilty of 
breaking any laws in their Harbor Cove project, 
and Hearthside hasn’t been charged with vio-
lating any laws either, but the coroner’s office 
admits that enforcement of the rules is lacking.

Assistant Chief Deputy Coroner, Bruce Lyle, 
told the Voice that his office has to balance its 
scarce public resources with its inventory pro-
cess. He says the coroner’s database isn’t system-
atically organized to enable easy access to the re-
cords of Native American remains once they are 
examined. Referring to the information his of-
fice faxed to Horgan, however, he said, “I have 
a pretty good feeling that they’re all there” and 
that the 174 sets of remains are accounted for.

But Lyle added that “We wouldn’t wag the 
finger” at the developer even if it hadn’t report-
ed human remains on time.

Bury My Heart at Brightwater
This isn’t the first time that Hearthside was 

suspected of not reporting human remains. In 
1994 the Huntington Beach City Council asked 
the Coastal Commission’s Executive Director to 
determine if the company’s permits for excava-
tion should be revoked, asking, among other 
questions, if important information about hu-
man remains had intentionally been withheld 
and why those remains were not reported to the 
coroner for over a year.

The Executive Director took no action, say-
ing that the issues raised were beyond the com-
mission’s purview and that the applicant had 
complied with permit terms. 

The taking of land from Native Americans 
for the profit of others is nothing new, and the 
corporate taking of one the last open coastal 
areas in Orange County is arguably part of the 
final conquest over the original occupiers of the 
land. 

Unlike CEO Raymond Pacini, who ben-
efited from a $600,000 salary with $6.5 million 
in exercised stock options, Orange County’s 
descendants of the Acjachemen Nation struggle 
against great odds to preserve the human re-
mains of their ancestors, if not their land, and to 
maintain their dignity as a people.

At the Bolsa Chica site at Brightwater, two 
information kiosks near Warner Avenue and 

Brightwater Drive com-
memorate indigenous histo-
ry. But many Native Ameri-
cans, archaeologists and en-
vironmentalists feel that the 
monument is insufficient.

“It’s a matter of environ-
mental justice. If that had 
been an Anglo cemetery, 
there would have been some 
way to preserve it,” said 
Martz. 

Brightwater also means 
that history that could ben-

efit us all will be lost, says Singleton, who also 
acknowledges the pain Native Americans feel 
for the loss of their sacred land. “It’s disgust-
ing,” he complains.

”[W]hat native people have said about the 
site, it is very heartfelt,” he says. “People have 
called in tears expressing their outrage... It’s 
hard for non Native Americans to appreciate the 
different view that Native people have toward 
burial grounds and ancestors.”

Mountford maintains that Native Americans 
are also benefiting from the Brightwater hous-
ing development due to the extensive excavation 
of artifacts on the site. “They’re getting a wealth 
of information,” he says.

But he doesn’t worry about whose land 
Brightwater belonged to hundreds and thou-
sands of years ago. 

Pointing out that virtually all of Orange 
County’s most desirable costal and inland liv-
ing places were once the homeland of Na-
tive Americans, he says, “They haven’t oc-
cupied the [Brightwater] site in a long, 
long time, right? I mean, what are you suggest-
ing we do?”

Bury My Heart at Brightwater
‘What are you suggesting we do,’ CEO asks

NATIVE AMERICAN LANDMARK: This kiosk pays tribute to the original 
inhabitants of Bolsa Chica, but is it enough?
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